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Introduction
Beginning with the oldest this note gives details of the first published 
occurrences of bird species in Ireland from 1800 to 2010, followed by   
brief summaries of first records post-2010 (from page 158). Many of the 
earlier records in this note lack a precise date or sometimes even a year, 
which no doubt has a lot to do with the limits of communication lines in 
the 19th Century. Very often details were not brought to the attention 
of those few who were chronicling rare bird records back then until after 
the event and even then it could be a second or third hand account. 
Apart from those picked up dead (usually the result of colliding with a 
lighthouse or lightship) the vast majority of records up to 1900 were 
either shot, obtained, caught or trapped; regardless of the terminology 
used that meant it ended up as a prize in someone’s trophy case, thank-
fully a practice no longer regarded as the norm although a couple of 
sinister exceptions are the fates that befell the first Bald Eagle in 1973 
and Belted Kingfisher in 1978 (pages 65 & 76).
Species on the full Irish list (i.e. Categories A, B & C) are printed in this 
colour, well marked subspecies are printed in this colour. Species in 
Category D (indicating there is some reason they do not qualify for the 
full list) are printed in this colour, any that are not identified to species 
level are printed in this colour, and those that are solely placed in the ‘At 
sea’ Category (between 30 and 370 kilometres offshore) are printed in 
this colour. Finally, quotes taken directly from notes, papers or personal 
comments are printed in this colour. References begin on page 167.

IRBC
The Irish Rare Birds Committee (IRBC) is responsible for maintaining a 
list of the birds recorded in the Republic of Ireland and in addition the 
inshore waters up to 30km from the nearest land or where relevant, the 
median point between Ireland and Great Britain.

IRBC ‘Canada’ Goose Review
Canada Goose was a Category A species on the Irish list on the basis that 
some were of North American origin. In 2004 the American Ornitholo-
gists’ Union concluded that the large and small forms of Canada Goose 
were better treated as two full polytypic species, i.e. Canada and Cack-
ling Goose, a decision subsequently adopted by the IRBC.  

http://www.irbc.ie/


Page 2First Irish Records 1800 to 2010, v.1.7 - Joe Hobbs

Following the split the IRBC undertook a review of Canada Goose records 
to determine the genuine vagrants and assign them to species level, and 
make the best appraisal of the status and identity of the remainder (for 
the full results see IRBC 2013).

Bean Goose
Historically Bean Goose was comprised of five subspecies that were di-
vided in two distinct groups, i.e. three mainly orange-billed taiga breed-
ing forms and two darker-billed tundra breeding forms. The absence of 
any recorded interbreeding between these groups led many to suspect 
both were better treated as full polytypic species. Therefore it was not 
a great surprise when in 2008 the IOC followed an initiative by the AOU 
to recognise both as full species, i.e. Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis and 
Tundra Bean Goose A. serrirostris and the IRBC followed suit in March 
2017. Recent investigations of Bean Goose specimens housed in the Ul-
ster Museum have revealed details of first Irish records previously un-
known, this thanks to an initiative taken by Tom Ennis (for more details 
see Taiga Bean Goose, page 25). 

Version
Version 1.7.
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First Irish Records 1800 to 2010
Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor
About the beginning of the 19th Century: Unknown location in County Down, 
date unknown, shot, or possibly, unknown location in County Antrim, date un-
known (Thompson vol. I, p. 111).
Thompson does not make it absolutely clear which of these was first, although 
Ussher & Warren (1900) anoint the Down bird with that distinction. According to 
Thompson both came under the notice of Templeton*; the County Down bird was 
sent to him by Rainey Maxwell, the other he observed himself.
 * William Thompson often refers to ‘Templeton’ in the pages of The Natural History of Ireland usually 
without specifying a given name. This is assumed to be the botanist John Templeton (1766–1825) of Orange 
Grove, Belfast or on occasion his son Robert Templeton (1802-1892).

Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia
About the beginning of the 19th Century: Ballydrain Lake, near Belfast, date un-
known (Thompson vol. II, p. 178), shot.
Templeton notes in his journal entry of 17th January 1808 that it was shot a few 
years previous.

Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leucoptera
1802: Female, Greenville, Bloomfield, Belfast, 11th January (Thompson vol. I, p. 283), 
shot. 
John Templeton wrote to the Linnean Society in London with details of this record. 
Any doubt it might involve a misidentified Common Crossbill was dismissed by ref-
erence to a coloured drawing of the specimen made by Templeton. Thompson re-
cords the location to be Grenville, which is most likely a typo according to Stendall 
(1919).

Rose-coloured Starling Pastor roseus
About 1808: Roxton, Corofin, Clare, date unknown (Thompson vol. I, p. 295), shot.
This bird had been present for a few days when it was shot by Mr. Lane of Roxton in 
his garden where it had been feeding on cherries.

Snowy Owl Bubo scandiacus
1812: On the south coast, probably near Kilmore, Wexford, date unknown  (Thomp-
son vol. I, p. 95), shot.
Shot and captured on the first day of the shooting season, therefore most likely to 
have been 1st August. Kept in captivity for a few days when it was killed.

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
1817 (?): Between Midleton and Castlemartyr, Cork, during Summer (Thompson vol. 
I, p. 154).
A bird frequenting a garden between Midleton and Castlemartyr for some months 
during the summer of (possibly) 1817 was described to Robert Ball of Youghal as 
bright yellow and black in colour and the size of a thrush, which left him in no doubt 
it was a Golden Oriole.  
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Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
1818: Several obtained, unknown location in County Wexford, during Summer 
(Thompson vol. II, p. 183).
As reported to Thompson by Mr. Wheelock, a Wexford bird-preserver. Reported to 
have arrived during a period of especially warm weather.

Leach’s Storm-petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa
1818: Unknown location in County Cork, September (Thompson vol. III, p. 416), ob-
tained.
Obtained by Robert Ball on a mountain between eight and ten miles from the sea. 
The location would suggest the bird had been storm-driven inland?

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
1818: Youghal, Cork, during Autumn (Thompson vol. I, p. 171).
Robert Ball saw the species about Youghal in the Autumn of 1818 and a total of 
ten were seen in four different years following. Five were killed in 1818 (or possibly 
1819) of which he reports, only one badly preserved specimen remains.

Black Tern Chlidonias niger
About 1819: Roxborough, near Midleton, Cork, July (Thompson vol. III, p. 304).
A number of Black Terns were observed by Robert Ball to frequent a lake at Rox-
borough, near Midleton, for several successive years during July from about 1819. 
This was not formally published until many years later in the Zoological Proceedings 
(1834, p. 31).

Bee-eater Merops apiaster
1820: Near Wexford, during Winter (Thompson vol. I, p. 367), shot.
Shot on the coast near Wexford town as reported by Mr. Vigors in the Zoological 
Journal (No. 4, p. 589). Thompson considered it likely the specimen had found its 
way in to the collection of James Tardy, the Dublin entomologist and naturalist.

Hobby Falco subbuteo
1822 (?): Carrigrohane, Cork, during Summer (Thompson vol. I, p. 49), shot. 
Dr. J.R. Harvey of Cork informed Thompson that while on a visit to his friend the 
artist Richard Parker he noticed a coloured drawing of a Hobby made by Parker in 
his collection. His brother had shot the bird as it perched on the wall of the Parker 
family mansion at Carrigrohane in the Summer of (possibly) 1822.

Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini
1822: Immature, Belfast Lough, Antrim, 18th September (Thompson vol. III, p. 310), 
shot. 
Shot by John Montgomery (of Locust Lodge, near Belfast), who preserved it for dis-
play. Although aged as an immature it is interesting to note that the museum speci-
men’s bill shows a yellow tip indicating an adult. It seems this was painted on, pos-
sibly in an ill-informed attempt to ‘correct’ its appearance? It is currently housed in 
the Ulster Museum (Pic. 001). 
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General Sir Edward Sabine (who was born in Dublin, to a prominent Anglo-Irish fam-
ily while his parents were visiting Irish relatives) collected the type specimen at Mel-
ville Bay, Greenland in the spring of 1818, while taking part as the astronomer in 
Capt. John Ross’s first Arctic expedition. He sent the carcass to his older brother, the 
naturalist Joseph Sabine, who formally described it. Joseph Sabine saw the Belfast 
specimen just three years later when it became the first immature of the species to 
be described to science.

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus
1823 or 1824: Near Youghal, Cork, during Winter (Thompson vol. II, p. 221).
A first record that did not meet its demise on its arrival, despite the determined ef-
forts of Robert Ball, who spent the best part of a day trying to shoot it while it was 
in a field near Youghal.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus
1825: Near Youghal, Cork, during Autumn (Thompson vol. I, p. 365), shot.
This bird was mentioned by Robert Ball in a note to the Field Naturalists’ Magazine of 
October 1832. Ball stated that while he was in Youghal, a neighbour’s butler brought 
him the carcass to examine not long after it was shot and while it was still warm and 
bleeding. This was the first Western Palearctic record of this Nearctic cuckoo.

Great Snipe Gallinago media
1827: Two, near Sallins, Kildare, October (Thompson vol. II, p. 257), both shot. 
Shot by G. Jackson in a stubble field near the Grand Canal, not far from Sallins. Jack-
son was gamekeeper at Lord Cloncurry’s Lyons Estate (UCD bought the Lyons Estate 
in 1962, subsequently selling about half of the 1,200 acres in the mid 1980s). Dif-
ferences in appearance and behaviour when compared with Common Snipe were 
noted leaving no doubt as to their identity. Both were taken for preservation by the 
Earl of Erroll, who was visiting the estate at the time.

Pic. 001.
Sabine’s Gull, 

Ulster Museum, Belfast.
Photo: © Stuart McKee.
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Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus
1829: Near Clontarf, Dublin, 27th January (Thompson vol. II, p. 82), shot.
The record was published in the Magazine of Natural History (vol. II, p. 395) by Dr. J.D. 
Marshall, who saw the carcass soon after it was killed. He reported that it appeared 
very much emaciated. As Stone Curlew is more usually encountered inland perhaps 
the location near Clontarf was on parkland, rather than the foreshore of Dublin Bay?

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba
1829: About ten nautical miles from Cape Clear Island, Cork, mid-Summer (Thomp-
son vol. I, p. 418), shot.
Some confusion regarding the year this bird occurred off Cape Clear Island was 
investigated by Pat Smiddy (joint author with Mark Shorten of Birds of County Cork) 
and confirmed as 1829 (Irish Birds 10(2): 251).
First on land, 1833: Rathfarnham, Dublin, March (Thompson vol. I, p. 418), killed.
This bird was mentioned in the Dublin Penny Journal (March 1833). It was sent in a 
fresh state to Thomas W. Warren on 14th March 1833 for his collection. The mount-
ed specimen is on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 002).

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus
1830: Immature, unknown location in County Down or possibly County Armagh, 
November (Thompson vol. II, p. 159, Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Recorded in the Proceedings of the Zoological Society (1834, p. 30). The specimen was 
sent to William Sinclaire (sic) of Belfast who preserved it for his collection.

Roller Coracias garrulus
1831: Carton, near Maynooth, Kildare, September (Thompson vol. I, p. 366). 
While walking around the Duke of Leinster’s demesne at Carton about the middle of 
September, Robert Ball observed a Roller chased by Rooks. Instead of trying to avoid 
them it continued to fly amongst them, apparently for the sake only of annoyance.

Pic. 002.
Alpine Swift, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo courtesy of: 
© National Museum of Ireland.
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Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus
1831: Adult male, Dundonald, Down, October (Thompson vol. I, p. 76), killed with a 
stick when gorged.
Its occurrence about the middle of October was reported in the Magazine of Natural 
History (vol. V, p. 578). The specimen was purchased by Dr. J.D. Marshall. Upon dis-
section the remains of birds and a fully grown rat was found in its stomach.
Three others were supposedly present in October 1831 and all in County Down. 
Two of these were at Killinchy, near the shore of Strangford Lough, ‘about’  the same 
time and one these was shot. Thompson stated that the specimen was lost. At Cas-
tlewellan Demesne another was shot as it was carrying off a Rabbit, however this 
was not reported to Thompson until five years later. As the month and year are 
doubtful, none of these can be considered as the first, but if correct it would seem 
there was a mini-influx at that time.        

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis
1832: Inchydoney, Cork, date unknown (Thompson vol. III, p. 406), shot.
The Rev. Joseph Stopford informed Dr. J.R. Harvey that one had been shot by Cap-
tain Hungerford at Inchidoney Island. It was presented to Sir Charles Paget for his 
collection. Breeding was first recorded in 1911 in Donegal (May) and Mayo (July). 

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus
1832: Adult male, unknown location in County Wicklow, during Summer (Thompson 
vol. I, p. 50), shot.
The falcon was shot as it pounced on a pigeon in a yard. It was later preserved for 
Thomas W. Warren’s collection.

Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus
1833: Male and one other (probably a female), Annadale, near Belfast, Down, 11th 
June (Thompson vol. I, p. 77), male shot.
Shot by Robert G. Bomford on his demesne at Annadale. Later presented to Belfast 
(now Ulster) Museum.

Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax
1833: Two, Killough, near Powerscourt, Wicklow, 23rd August (Thompson vol. II, p. 
77), one of these shot, the other remained in the vicinity for some time. 
Both were found in the company of Golden Plover on a bog at Killough. One of these 
was shot by Mr. Reside who sent it to the bird-preserver W.S. Wall for mounting. The 
record was reported in the Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London (1835, p. 
79).

Dotterel Charadrius morinellus
A few years previous to 1834: Three, Finnebrogue, near Downpatrick, Down, prob-
ably in November (Thompson vol. II, pp. 93-94), one of these shot.
Recorded by Thompson in the Zoological Proceedings (1834). The specimen came in 
to the possession of Mr. Reid of Ballygowan Bridge, near Comber, Down. Some time 
later, Thompson saw the specimen on display in Reid’s house during a visit.
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Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
Before 1834: Probably an adult, Carrickmacross, Monaghan, date unknown (Thomp-
son vol. II, p. 155), shot.
Recorded in the Proceedings of the Zoological Society (1834, p. 30). It was preserved by 
the taxidermist Richard Glennon of Wicklow Street, Dublin who received it in a fresh 
state. The mounted specimen is on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 003).

Great Auk Pinguinus impennis
Last recorded in 1834: Immature female, between Ballymacaw and Brownstown 
Head, Waterford, May (Ussher & Warren 1900), captured. An extinct species. 
First observed by David Hardy swimming close to cliffs between Ballymacaw and 
Brownstown Head. It was easily captured by a local fisherman named Kirby who 
reported that it seemed to be half-starved. Ten days after its capture, and while 
still alive, it was purchased by Francis Davis of Waterford, who sent it to Jacob Goff 
at Horetown, Wexford. For some time it refused food, so potatoes and milk were 
forced down its throat and thereafter it ate voraciously mainly on fish, preferring 
trout, which were swallowed whole. 

Pic. 003.
Purple Heron, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Brian McCloskey.
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The bird survived in captivity for four months and when it died it was presented to 
Dr. Robert Burkitt of Waterford who in turn presented the specimen to Trinity Col-
lege Dublin, where it is currently housed in the Zoology Building (Pic. 004). Some of 
the details published in Thompson (vol. III, p. 239) were inaccurate and were later 
corrected by Ussher & Warren (1900).   
A claim of one at Castlefreake, Cork (no date) has been shown to be incorrect and 
with no validity whatsoever (Smiddy 2008). Two claimed at Belfast Lough in 1835 
can not be verified although Thompson had no doubts regarding their provenance.

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
1834: Letterkenny, Donegal, possibly in March or just before (Thompson vol. II p. 
173), shot. 
Seen by Thompson in March 1834 with the taxidermist Richard Glennon. In the Pro-
ceedings of the Zoological Scoiety (1834, p. 30) Glennon stated that he had received 
the carcass from Letterkenny, while it was still in a fresh state. He claimed to have 
previously obtained two or three others that had been killed in Ireland, but as no 
details or specimens were available to verify his assertion they are not recorded.

Pic. 004.
Great Auk, 

Zoological Museum, TCD.
Photo courtesy of: 

© Zoological Museum,  
Trinity College Dublin.
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Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus
1834: Off Youghal, Cork, 12th October (Thompson vol. III, p. 406), captured alive.
Caught on a fish-hook cast from a boat. It was brought to Youghal, where it was 
purchased while still alive. Thereafter it lived for a few weeks, part of which time it 
was in the gardens of the Zoological Society of Ireland.

White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis
1836: Belfast Lough, Antrim or Down, April (Thompson vol. II p. 297), killed. 
Thompson was of the opinion that the Belfast Lough record was based on circum-
stantial evidence because he claimed in the Annals of Natural History (1836) that the 
specimen could not be located. This would appear to have been an oversight on his 
part as the specimen is currently on display in the Ulster Museum (Pic. 005).

Pic. 006.
Whiskered Tern, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Brian McCloskey.

Pic. 005.
White-rumped Sandpiper, 

Ulster Museum, Belfast.
Photo: © Stuart McKee.
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Scops Owl Otus scops
A few years before 1837: Loughcrew, Meath, July (Thompson vol. I, p. 85), shot.
Reported by Robert Ball in the Proceeding of the Zoological Society (1837, p. 54) to 
have been shot by the gamekeeper at Loughcrew, the seat of J.W.L. Naper. The spec-
imen was sent to Ball who confirmed the identification.

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida
1839: Adult, River Liffey between Ringsend and the Pigeon-house Fort, Dublin, Sep-
tember (Thompson in the Annals of Natural History vol. XX, p. 170), shot.
Shot by John Hill, it was later acquired by Thomas W. Warren for his collection and 
nowadays is on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 006). 
The Pigeon-house Fort was situated on the Great South Wall midway between Ring-
send and the Poolbeg light at the entrance to the port of Dublin. It was purchased 
by Dublin Corporation in 1897 and subsequently incorporated in to the electricity 
generating station, very little of it remains today. 

Purple Martin Progne subis
1840: Female, Dun Laoghaire (then known as Kingstown), Dublin, a short time be-
fore March (Yarrell 1843), shot.
Frederick McCoy of Dublin informed William Yarrell of this record by letter. He re-
ported that shortly after it was shot, it was sent for dissection to Dr. Scauler. It was 
not considered a genuine vagrant and assigned to Category D (Ruttledge 1980). The 
year is sometimes given as 1839. The mounted specimen is on display in the Natural 
History Museum (Pic. 007).   
There are no other Irish records, however there are five Category A records for the 
Western Palearctic to date, one in Scotland (2004) and four in the Azores (two in 
1996 and singles in 2004 and 2011), so it may be time for a review of its status. 

Pic. 007.
Purple Martin, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Brian McCloskey.
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White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus
1841: River Liffey near the Pigeon-house Fort, Dublin, October (Thompson vol. III, p. 
307), shot.
In was stated in the Annals of Natural History (vol. XV, p. 271) by Mr. McCoy that it 
was shot by John Hill on the River Shannon. This error was later corrected by Hill in 
a letter published in Saunders’s News-Letter (14th April 1847) stating the place was in 
fact near the Pigeon-house Fort.

Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius
1842: Omey Island, off Clifden, Galway, March (Thompson vol. I, p. 364), caught alive.
Robert Ball was informed of its capture in a letter from Mr. Crighton of Clifden. While 
pursued by hawks the bird took refuge in a stone wall crevice to avoid capture. 
Unfortunately its bolt-hole was noticed by two passers-by who captured it alive. 
It survived in captivity for four days, during which time it was fed on potatoes and 
water. The bird appeared fatigued and emaciated as if just arrived after a long flight.

White’s Thrush Zoothera aurea
1842: Near Bandon, Cork, December (Thompson vol. I, p. 128), shot.
In a communication to the Annals of Natural History (vol. XI, p. 78) dated 15th De-
cember 1842 the author (name not known) stated that he was in possession of the 
specimen, which was obtained about ten days previous near Bandon.

Pic. 008.
Griffon Vulture, 
Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.
Photo: © Brian McCloskey.
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Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus
1843: Cork Harbour, during Spring (Thompson vol. I, p. 84), caught alive. 
This bird was caught alive on rocks near the shoreline. It was later purchased for 2/6 
(a half-crown) from a peasant for the Earl of Shannon by his butler. The Earl kept 
it on his estate at Castlemartyr, later offering it to the zoo but it died before travel 
arrangements could be made. The specimen was acquired for Trinity College Dublin 
and later lent to the Natural History Museum where it remains on display (Pic. 008). 
This is the only Irish record. Considering this vulture’s sedentary nature and total 
aversion to crossing bodies of water it must be one of the most unexpected species 
to be added to the Irish List.

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
1844: Kilruddery, Wicklow, date unknown (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
In British Ornithology by Sir William Jardine, the species account for Goshawk states 
there seems to be no well-authenticated instance [...] in Ireland. A copy of the book 
seen by Robert Warren had the following note added by Dr. J.R. Kinahan one [...] 
shot by Lord Meath’s gamekeeper at Kilruddery (Wicklow), 1844. I have seen it fresh.

Pic. 009.
Broad-billed Sandpiper, 

Ulster Museum, Belfast.
Photo: © Stuart McKee.

Broad-billed Sandpiper Calidris falcinellus
1844: Male, Belfast Lough, Antrim, 4th October (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Along with Golden Plover and Dunlin this wader was taken on a Belfast Lough mud-
bank from a single shot of a swivel punt gun. The mounted specimen is on display 
in the Ulster Museum (Pic. 009).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis
In or previous to 1845: Dublin Bay near the Pigeon-house Fort, date unknown 
(Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
The Dublin Natural History Society Report (1844-45) states the specimen was present-
ed to the Society by John Hill, who shot it.
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Pic. 010.
Greater Spotted Eagle, 
Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.
Photo: © Brian McCloskey.

Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga
1845: Immature and one other unaged, between Castlemartyr and Claycastle, Cork, 
January (Thompson vol. I, pp. 13-14), both shot. 
The immature bird was shot by the Earl of Shannon’s gamekeeper while it was feed-
ing on a Rabbit on the Earl’s estate at Castlemartyr (Annals of Natural History for 
November 1845). It was given to Samuel Moss who set it up for mounting (Davis 
1845) and is currently on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 010). The sec-
ond unaged bird, described as lighter in colour but otherwise similarly marked, had 
been shot a few days previous. Both were reported to have been present in the area 
between Castlemartyr and Claycastle for some weeks. Another totally unexpected 
species to be added to the Irish List. These are the only Irish records.

Baillon’s Crake Zapornia pusilla
1845: Claycastle, near Youghal, Cork, 30th October (Thompson vol. II, p. 321), killed.
In the Annals of Natural History for September 1847 (vol. XX, p. 169), Dr. J.R. Harvey 
reported it was obtained in a bog near Claycastle.
There are just two further records of single birds, one at Tramore Bay, Waterford in 
April 1858 and another at Great Saltee Island, Wexford in March 2012.

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus
1845: Llayde Bottoms, near Armagh, 12th November (Thompson vol. II, p. 168), shot.
Two days after it was shot the skin was sent to Belfast for preservation and mount-
ing by the astronomer, the Rev. Thomas Romney Robinson. It was he who realised 
it was not an Eurasian Bittern and made the correct identification. Robinson told 
Thompson that it was shot by his son William in a bog at Llayde Bottom, about one 
mile from Armagh. Robinson junior said the bird was in sedge and it let him ap-
proach rather closely before he put it up, at which point it flew rather heavily. It was 
later presented to the Belfast Museum.
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Pic. 011.
Kentish Plover, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Brian McCloskey.

White Stork Ciconia ciconia
1846: Three, near Fermoy, Cork, May (Thompson vol. II, p. 175), one of these shot.
Dr. J.R. Harvey informed Thompson, in a letter dated 17th June 1846, that one was 
shot about three weeks previously in the neighbourhood of Fermoy and that two 
others were also present.

Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata
1846: Adult male, Ballyholme Bay, Belfast Lough, Down, 9th September (Thompson 
vol. III, p. 118), shot.
In the Annals of Natural History (vol. XVIII), Thompson states this sea-duck was about 
200 yards from the shore when it was shot by Snowden Corken. Others were re-
ported to be present on Belfast Lough around the same time, but for some reason 
their presence has not been taken seriously and are discounted, possibly because 
no specimens could be produced.

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus
1846: Male, North Bull Island, Dublin, during Autumn (Thompson vol. II, p. 104), shot.
Thompson was informed by Robert J. Montgomery that two were shot and he saw 
both. In addition, he reported they were taken from a flock of eight, which were very 
tame and kept separate from other birds. 
Despite Montgomery’s testimony, only one specimen was procured so others men-
tioned are discounted as unreliable. The mounted specimen is in the Natural His-
tory Museum (Pic. 011).
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Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea
1847: Immature and another not aged, Blennerville, near Tralee, Kerry, February 
(Thompson vol. III, p. 347), the immature bird was shot.
Richard Chute of Blennerville, Tralee wrote to Thompson informing him that follow-
ing a storm in early February 1847 several Ivory Gulls were in the vicinity of Tralee, 
one of which he saw himself. While absent from his home two frequented his yard 
and one of these was shot, which on his return he identified as an immature. The 
other was reported to Chute as being pure white.
Thompson states that at least two were observed in 1835, one in the west of Ireland 
and another in a field near Tralee about four miles from the sea. Possibly because 
there was no specimen obtained these have been overlooked in the records.

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea
1847: Near adult male, The Murrough, Wicklow, 7th July (Thompson vol. III, p. 65), 
obtained.
As reported in the Annals of Natural History (vol. XX, p. 171) this bird was shot by John 
Moreton of Wicklow town. Thomas W. Warren acquired it for his collection the fol-
lowing day, eventually passing it to the Natural History Museum.

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
1847: Adult male, Sallymount, Kildare, 27th September (Ussher & Warren 1900), 
shot.
The Sallymount specimen was acquired by John Watters for his collection. It was 
shot by R. Glennon (presumably the taxidermist Richard Glennon?) who remarked 
that he had observed two frequenting a plantation adjacent to his house but as his 
gun was under repairs in Dublin at the time he had to wait for about 12 days before 
he could shoot one of them and that both remained in the neighbourhood through-
out that time (Watters 1853). Probably the absence of a second specimen meant 
that only one has entered the record books. This is most likely the first record, how-
ever the bird near Granard can not be ruled out.
Prior to 1851: Kilshrewly, near Granard, Longford, date unknown (Thompson vol. 
III, p. 441), captured.
Thompson states the Kilshrewly bird was disabled by the blow of a stone as it de-
scended a tree. It was captured by the gamekeeper in the presence of Dr. Gordon 
and Dr. H. Edgeworth. Gordon intended to purchase the bird but it died after two 
days and the specimen was subsequently lost. No date of occurrence was recorded 
although it must have been prior to 1851 when Volume III of Thompson was pub-
lished, but whether it was prior to September 1847 is not known.
There is just one other Irish record that was shot at Rathmullen (or Rathmullan), 
Donegal in January 1854. 

Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii
1848: Near Tralee, Kerry, January (Thompson vol. II, p. 302), killed.
Richard Chute wrote to Thompson in February 1848 informing him that he had ac-
quired the specimen, which had been shot during the last week of January by W. 
Purdon as it was feeding at a fresh water pool.
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Pic. 012.
Bonaparte’s Gull, 

Ulster Museum, Belfast.
Photo: © Stuart McKee.

Bonaparte’s Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia
1848: Adult winter male, River Lagan near Belfast, 1st February (Thompson vol. III, 
p. 317), shot.
Details were published in the Annals of Natural History 1848 (vol. I, p. 192). It was 
shot on a tidal part of the River Lagan somewhere between Ormeau Bridge and 
the Botanic Gardens. Thompson saw the bird prior to it being skinned and took a 
detailed description and measurements (vol. III pp. 318-319). The specimen is cur-
rently housed in the Ulster Museum (Pic. 012). This was the first record for the West-
ern Palearctic and it would be over 130 years before another arrived on our shores.

Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus
1848: Female, near Bray, Wicklow, 1st October (Thompson vol. I, pp. 427-428), shot.
Thomas Warren informed Thompson that the harrier was shot by James Walsh. The 
specimen was examined by Robert Ball and it was he who confirmed the identifica-
tion.

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides
1849: Killeagh Bog, near Youghal, Cork, 26th May (Thompson vol. II, p. 158), ob-
tained.
The specimen was preserved by Samuel Moss of Youghal. Moss sent it to Dr. J.R. 
Harvey to be examined, and later on Harvey informed Thompson that it was un-
doubtedly a Squacco Heron. The name probably imitates the bird’s husky voice?

Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea
1849: Two, off Cork Harbour, 24th August (Ussher & Warren 1900).
While out Hake fishing on the Maid three miles off Cork Harbour, Robert Warren 
saw two shearwaters, which he identified as Great Shearwaters (Thompson vol. III, 
p. 409). However, in 1881 Warren saw a Sooty Shearwater specimen at Chute Hall, 
near Tralee that was collected off the Kerry coast in 1853 and at that point he re-
alised those he saw in 1849 were in fact Sooty Shearwaters. Kennedy et al. (1954) 
fail to mention either the 1849 or 1853 records, however as no explanation for the 
omission is given, both records should stand.  
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Pic. 013.
Barolo Shearwater, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Pat Lonergan.

King Eider Somateria spectabilis
1850: Female, Belfast Lough, Down or Antrim, 11th March (Thompson vol. III, p. 116), 
shot.
The carcass was examined by Thompson on 12th March. Some earlier claims were 
dismissed due to insufficient supporting evidence or as misidentified Common Ei-
ders.

Barolo Shearwater Puffinus baroli
1853: Near the Bull Rock, west of Dursey Island, Cork, 6th May (Ussher & Warren 
1900).
This bird landed on the deck of the sloop Olive as it sailed past the Bull Rock and was 
taken alive. It was brought to Valencia Harbour, Kerry where it was presented to the 
manager of the ‘Knight of Kerry’s’ slate quarries, Bewicke Blackburn, who informed 
Thompson of the bird. The specimen was kept by the Blackburn family in Lanca-
shire, England for many years but in 1894, following a suggestion by Thompson, 
Blackburn presented it to the Natural History Museum, Dublin, where it remains on 
display (Pic. 013).
Small shearwater taxonomy has been considerably revised since the 19th Century. 
William Yarrell described it as a Dusky Shearwater P. obscurus (British Birds 3(3): 659), 
a no longer valid taxa. Following further examination by Howard Saunders (who 
among other posts served as Secretary of the British Ornithologists’ Union from 
1901 to 1907 and was the first secretary and treasurer of the British Ornithologists’ 
Club) it was exhibited on 16th March 1898 at a meeting of the BOC as Little Shear-
water P. assimilis (vernacular and scientific names currently assigned to a Southern 
Hemisphere shearwater). This species has been subject to a number of vernacular 
name changes since, including most recently, Macaronesian Shearwater.
Barolo is not a person, rather it refers to the Italian estate of Carlo Tancredi Falletti 
and Juliette Victurine Colbert di Maulévrier, the Marchese and Marchesa di Barolo.
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Pic. 014.
Little Crake, 
Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.
Photo: © Brian McCloskey.

Little Crake Zapornia parva
1854: Male, Balbriggan, Dublin, 11th March (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Shot by H.A. Hamilton who sent the specimen to the parson-naturalist, the Rev. 
Henry Baker Tristram (who has about 20 species named in his honour and was a 
founder and original member of the British Ornithologists’ Union) at Durham Cathe-
dral where he was Canon (Tristram 1854). The mounted specimen is housed in the 
Natural History Museum (Pic. 014).
In 2003 the IRBC undertook a review of all Little Crake records up to that year (Irish 
Birds 7(2): 241-250). As a result, all but two were removed from the Irish List. The 
other survivor was one shot at Rathangan, Offaly in November 1903. The Rathangan 
specimen is also in the Natural History Museum.

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina
1856: Male in song, Dunsinea, near Castleknock, Dublin, 8th June (Ussher & Warren 
1900), caught.
It was the bird’s singing that attracted the attention of J.G. Rathborne at his home in 
Dunsinea. Rathborne likened its behaviour to a flycatcher, constantly flying up and 
back to a branch in some willows.

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta
1861: Rockabill, off Skerries, Dublin, June (Kennedy et al. 1954), shot.
Then treated as a subspecies of Rock Pipit. The mounted specimen is in the Natural 
History Museum (Pic. 015).
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Pic. 015.
Water Pipit, 
Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.
Photo: © Killian Mullarney.

Pallas’s Sandgrouse Syrrhaptes paradoxus
1863: Locations in Counties Dublin, Fermanagh and Donegal, June (Ussher & Warren 
1900).
This is a central Asian sandgrouse that is prone to occasional irruptions as hap-
pened at least twice in the 19th century, with the first during 1863 when at least 18 
occurred across three Irish counties. 
All of the following occurred during June 1863: one was found killed near Balbrig-
gan, Dublin (Proceedings of the Dublin Natural History Society, 4th December 1863); at 
Ross Lake, Fermanagh two were shot on the 8th (Clermont 1864); at least 15 were in 
Donegal, including a flock at Naran on the Dawros Peninsula where two were shot, 
and soon afterwards 13 or possibly 14 (probably the Naran flock) were observed on 
some (unspecified) mountain, and later still two were killed near Drumbeg, Killybegs 
by William Sinclair.
In 1888 a second irruption took place when 110 occurred in 14 counties as far apart 
as Dublin, Tyrone, Galway and Cork, beginning in May with some still present in 
early December. There was also a record of two birds at Kilcock, Kildare sometime 
in 1876.

Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca

About 1866: Unknown location in County Down, date unknown (Kennedy et al. 
1954), shot. 
The carcass was discovered in a Belfast poultry shop by the taxidermist James Sheals 
(Stendall 1945).
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American Goshawk Accipiter gentilis atricapillus
1870: Adult female, Galtee Mountains, Tipperary, February (Ussher & Warren 1900), 
shot.
Originally acquired for the collection of Sir Victor Alexander Brooke (Anglo-Irish 
naturalist and Baronet of Colebrooke Estate, Fermanagh). The specimen was later 
donated to the Natural History Museum where it remains. This subspecies is one of 
three Nearctic races of Northern Goshawk.

Eskimo Curlew Numenius borealis
1870: Most likely somewhere in County Sligo, October (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot. 
On Friday, 21st October 1870, W.R. Duff of Corrig Castle, Dun Laoghaire (then known 
as Kingstown) saw the carcass of an Esquimaux Curlew in McArdle’s Poultry Shop, 
William Street, Dublin. Duff mentioned this to his friend Mr. Bushe who directed 
Richard Glennon of Wicklow Street to procure it, which he did on 25th October for 
sixpence (an old tanner). By that date it was in a putrid state and Glennon found 
it difficult making a tolerable specimen of it but eventually managed to set it up. 
Subsequently it was acquired by Sir Victor Brooke, who in turn presented it to the 
Natural History Museum where it remains on display (Pic. 016).     
On 5th November it was examined by Henry Blake-Knox (of Moyne Abbey, Mayo 
and Dalkey, Dublin) who confirmed the identity. He opined that in all probability it 
was killed in Ireland, as no game is sent from America at this season, nor is it at all 
likely such a bird would be at any time imported for food, and certainly this bird was 
not sent to be sold as a rarity (Blake-Knox 1870). Some time later More (1885) stated 
it was said to have been shot in Sligo.

Pic. 016.
Eskimo Curlew, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Brian McCloskey.
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This is the sole Irish record of a species that is most likely extinct. It formally bred 
across Arctic tundra regions of northwestern Canada and Alaska and wintered on 
South American grasslands. Although there have been subsequent claims, the last 
confirmed sightings were a bird photographed at Galveston Island, Texas, USA in 
1962 and a specimen collected on Barbados in 1963. No confirmed records on the 
wintering grounds has been made since 1939. Formally abundant, its decline ap-
pears to be a combination of widescale hunting and habitat loss.

Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus
1871: Killead, near Templepatrick, Antrim, 25th September (Ussher & Warren 1900), 
shot. 
Shot by Dr. Rea in the parish of Killead. Identification was confirmed by William Dar-
ragh (the curator at the Belfast Natural History Museum) after he compared it with 
skins in the museum’s collection (Clermont 1872). The specimen was exhibited by 
P.L. Sclater to the Royal Zoological Society in 1873 and it later came in to the pos-
session of H. Blake Knox. The location is misspelled as Kilbead in Lord Clermont’s 
account. This is the only Irish record and the second for the Western Palearctic fol-
lowing one that was collected at Lucca, near Pisa, Italy sometime in 1858.

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens
1871: Two immatures, Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, November (Ussher & Warren 
1900), both shot.
Both were shot early in November (Proceedings of the Zoological Society 1872, p. 519), 
then brought to London and put on sale at Leadenhall Market where they were iden-
tified by Howard Saunders on 9th November. Some earlier claims are discounted.

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
1875: Adult female, Moyview, Killala Bay, Sligo, 18th to 19th April (Ussher & Warren 
1900), shot.
First noticed by Robert Warren on 18th April. He returned the following day and 
shot the bird (Warren 1875). Its appearance occurred following several days of dry 
weather and easterly winds.

Common ‘Mealy’ Redpoll Acanthis flammea flammea
1876: Levitstown, Kildare, 9th February (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Shot while feeding on Alders in the company of Lesser Redpolls. It was identified by 
J.E. Harting (The Field, 19th February 1876). Mealy Redpoll is the nominate form of 
Common Redpoll.

Rufous Bush Robin Cercotrichas galactotes galactotes
1876: Old Head of Kinsale, Cork, 23rd September (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Shot by F.R. Rohu, one of the lightkeepers at the Old Head of Kinsale (see also San-
dhill Crane on page 32, for more of F.R. Rohu). He presented it to the Museum at 
Queen’s College, Cork (now University College Cork) assuming it was a Nightingale, 
and it was mistakenly referred to as such in several publications, e.g. Ussher (1883). 
However, in 1899 Professor Marcus Hartog of Queen’s College took it to London 
where he showed it to Howard Saunders, who identified it as a Rufous Bush Robin.
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There is a second record of the nominative form in the Escallonia Garden, Cape 
Clear Island, Cork in April 1968 and a single record of one of the eastern forms 
known as Grey-backed (or Brown-backed) Warbler at Great Saltee Island, Wexford 
in September and October 1951.

Wryneck Jynx torquilla
1877: Near Dunmore East, Waterford, 5th October (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Shot by Ernest Jacob who presented it to the Science and Art Museum, which was 
later incorporated in to the Natural History Museum (Gyles 1898).

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio
1878: Male, Castlereagh, Down, 10th August (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Reported to be one of a party of five or six (Darragh 1878), a total that seems unlike-
ly given its subsequent scarcity? The gizzard was reported to be full of horse-beetles.

Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus
1878: Pair, East Ferry, Cobh Harbour, December (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Both were shot by Sir Ralph William Frankland Payne-Gallwey (author, engineer, 
historian, ballistics expert and artist) in Cork Harbour just off East Ferry during a 
severe frost. He had previously observed them in the company of Red-breasted 
Mergansers. These were the first records for the Western Palearctic.

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina
1881: Male, near Tralee, Kerry, 18th January (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Shot by Victor McCowen as it rose from a spring in a marshy field about a quarter of 
a mile from Tralee. The specimen was seen by Sir Ralph Payne-Gallwey before skin-
ning and he acquired it for his collection. On 15th March 1881 it was exhibited by 
A.G. More (one time Keeper of the Natural History Division at the Museum) before 
the Zoological Society of London (Proceedings of the Zoological Society 1881, p. 409). 

Barred Warbler Curruca nisoria
1884: Immature, Belmullet, Mayo, 24th September (Ussher & Warren 1900), taken.
Obtained by Dr. Robert Burkitt, who presented it to the Natural History Museum 
(Seebohm 1891a).

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
1885: Calary Bog, near The Sugarloaf, Wicklow, 23rd August (Ussher & Warren 1900), 
shot.
Shot by Smith Cregan who said he was reminded of a Snipe when it got up. The 
specimen was presented to the Dublin Museum by the Rev. Dr. Benson.

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda
1885: River Suck, near Ballinasloe, Galway, during Autumn (Ussher & Warren 1900), 
shot.
The carcass was included with wildfowl sent from Ballinasloe to Joseph Dunne, a 
Dublin game-dealer, where it was examined and identified by A.G. More. The spe-
cies was then known as Bartram’s Sandpiper.
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Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus
1887: Female, Fastnet Rock, Cork, 16th October (Ussher & Warren 1900), found 
dead.
Both the bunting and a Skylark were picked up dead early on the 16th by George 
Dunleavy, the principle lightkeeper. The night before was hazy with the wind from 
the east-northeast, and several Skylarks and Starlings had also collided with the 
lantern. Dunleavy misidentified the bunting as a Twite, later correctly identified by 
Richard Barrington of Fassaroe, Bray (author of Migration of Birds as Observed at 
Irish Lighthouses and Lightships). However, the subspecies remains unknown, as Bar-
rington received contradictory opinions regarding whether it was the nominate Eu-
ropean form or an example of the Greenland race subcalcaratus (Barrington 1889).   

Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva
1887: South Arklow Lightship, off the south Wicklow coast, 23rd October (Ussher & 
Warren 1900), killed striking the lantern.
Small birds were noted about the lightship early on the 23rd when several were 
killed in collision with the lantern. Two of these were picked up by the lightship’s first 
mate, A.B. Wall; a Black Redstart and another Wall labelled name unknown. These 
were sent by post to Richard Barrington, who identified the ‘unknown’ bird as a Red-
breasted Flycatcher (Barrington 1888). The South Arklow Lightship was later sunk by 
a German U-boat during the First World War on 28th March 1917.

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos
1888: Male, Portumna, Galway, October (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot. 
The carcass was included with Snipe sent from Galway to a Dublin market, where it 
was discovered and identified by Edward Williams (of Williams & Son, Taxidermists 
of Dame Street, Dublin) sometime around the middle of the month (Williams 1889).

Greenland Redpoll Acanthis flammea rostrata 
1889: The Tearaght (Inishtearaght), Blasket Islands, Kerry, 19th September (Kennedy 
et al. 1954), obtained.
Greenland Redpoll is the form of Common Redpoll that breeds in northeast Canada, 
Greenland and Iceland.

Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca
1890: The Tearaght (Inishtearaght), Blasket Islands, Kerry, 1st October (Ussher & 
Warren 1900), shot.
A.G. More suggested it might have come from further east than Britain but upon 
examination Henry Seebohm discovered the wing-formula to be consistent with the 
western nominate race (Seebohm 1891a). The specimen was later acquired by Bar-
rington.

Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla
1890: Blackrock Lighthouse, off the north Mayo coast, 11th October (Ussher & War-
ren 1900), shot.
Shot by R. Widdicombe who sent it to Barrington for his collection (Barrington 1891). 
The specimen was also inspected by Henry Seebohm (Seebohm 1891a).
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Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus
1890: The Tearaght (Inishtearaght), Blasket Islands, Kerry, 14th October (Ussher & 
Warren 1900), shot.
W.H. James, the Tearaght’s lightkeeper, sent the carcass to Barrington, who pre-
served it. James reported that it had been shot by his son when it settled on some 
rocks. It’s weight was reported by James to be 1 drachm and 11 scruple (units of 
mass no longer in use, previously used during the preparation of medicines). 

Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni
1890: Adult male, Glenamuck, Dublin, 8th or 10th November to 4th January 1891, 
then at nearby Shankill to 17th February 1891, when shot (Ussher & Warren 1900).
First seen on George Byrne’s farm at Glenamuck, near Kilternan. Byrne fired at it but 
missed, thereafter it became very wary whenever a gun was produced. Last seen 
at Byrne’s farm on 4th January 1891 and was largely absent during a period of cold 
weather that followed, but reappeared when ploughing resumed. On 17th Febru-
ary while feeding on earthworms in a freshly ploughed field it was shot by Michael 
Carr on his farm at Woodford, near Shankill (four miles from Glenamuck). Mr. Tank 
of Aungier Street brought it to A.G. More on 20th February to be identified (More 
1891). Ussher & Warren (1900) reported that while at Glenamuck it would follow 
the plough like a gull, walking along the furrows; then it would rise and quarter the 
ground until it saw a worm, on which it would immediately drop. The specimen is 
held at the Natural History Museum. There is one other record at Kilkee, Clare in 
2020, a total of 130 years after the first.

Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis
1891: Kilcoole, Wicklow, January (Irish Birds 43: 73), shot. 
Belfast birder Tom Ennis (former member of the Irish Rare Birds Committee and for 
many years chairman of the Northern Ireland Bird Records Committee) has a long 
association with the Ulster Museum’s collection of birds as far back as C.D. Deane’s 
tenure as Deputy Director in the 1960s. More recently his attention turned to three 
Bean Goose specimens in the Museum’s collection, in particular a bird that was shot 
by a wildfowler friend of his in 1972 at the Belfast Harbour Estate. He brought the 
bird to Tom and later donated the specimen to the collection where it now resides 
as a study skin. Two other mounted specimens were already in the collection by that 
year; one shot at Tynan Abbey, Armagh in 1956 and another very old mount dated 
January 1891 from Kilcoole, Wicklow (Pic. 017).
Assigning these to species presented a major problem. Older methods, based on 
morphological differences would no longer be acceptable and only a full genetic 
analysis of the three specimens would determine their identification. Tom arranged 
for photographs and samples of body parts from each to be submitted for DNA 
analysis to J. Martin Collinson, Professor of Genetics at the Institute of Medical Sci-
ences, University of Aberdeen. Professor Collinson’s team’s findings assigned the 
Tynan Abbey and Kilcoole birds to Taiga Bean and the Belfast Harbour Estate bird to 
Tundra Bean (for which, see page 64). 
Regarding the historic status of Taiga Bean Goose, Kennedy et al. (1954) point out 
there is potential confusion with other geese species as the name was sometimes 
misapplied, making the bird shot at Kilcoole the first confirmed Irish record.
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American Robin Turdus migratorius
1891: Adult male, Springmount, near Shankill, Dublin, 4th May (Ussher & Warren 
1900), shot. 
This thrush was seen by Mr. Murphy feeding in a field and recognising it to be a 
stranger, sent for a servant-man to shoot it. It was in good condition and upon 
dissection its stomach was found to contain the remains of beetles. It was sent to 
Edward Williams who showed it to A.G. More before it was skinned. Later Henry 
Seebohm examined it and was satisfied it did not show any signs of having spent 
time in captivity (Seebohm 1891b). The mounted specimen is in the Natural History 
Museum (Pic. 018). This was the eight record for the Western Palearctic.

Wilson’s Storm-petrel Oceanites oceanicus
1891: Lough Erne, Fermanagh, 1st October (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot. 
Westerly gales at the end of September 1891 drove several pelagic species inland 
with Leach’s and European Storm-petrels, Manx Shearwaters and Grey Phalaropes 
most affected. The same weather system also produced the first Irish Red-necked 
Phalarope and first and second Wilson’s Storm-petrels. 
The first Wilson’s was shot by Thomas Plunkett of Enniskillen at Lough Erne. Plun-
kett sent it to Edward Williams for preservation (Williams 1891). The mounted speci-
men is on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 019).

Pic. 017.
Taiga Bean Goose, 
Ulster Museum, Belfast.
Photo: © Tom Ennis.



Page 27First Irish Records 1800 to 2010, v.1.7 - Joe Hobbs

Pic. 018.
American Robin, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Brian McCloskey.

Pic. 019.
Wilson’s Storm-petrel, 
Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.
Photo: © Brian McCloskey.
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The second was picked up alive but exhausted the following day in a field at Moss-
vale, near Dunmurry, Down (Ussher & Warren 1900). It died soon after.
Thompson (vol. III, p. 417) states that Richard Glennon showed him a specimen in 
August 1840 that was believed to have been obtained in Ireland but as the site was 
not recorded Thompson dismissed it.

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus
1891: Female, Loughgilly, Markethill, Armagh, 9th November (Deane 1954), shot.
Joseph A. Haire noticed this bird spinning on the water and shot it as it rose. It was 
received by Williams & Son on 13th November for preservation.
William Sinclair of Drumbeg, Donegal claimed that his son shot one of three present 
there in August 1869, however the specimen could not be traced and the claim was 
dismissed by Ussher & Warren (1900).

Serin Serinus serinus
1893: Adult winter, near Dublin, 2nd January (Ussher & Warren 1900), caught.
A bird-catcher brought Edward Williams what he thought to be a Siskin taken some-
where south of Dublin (The Zoologist 1893, p. 108). Williams realised it was a Serin 
and a first for Ireland (Williams 1893).

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator
1893: Immature male, Blackwater Bank Lightship, off the Wexford coast, 16th Au-
gust (Ussher & Warren 1900), found dead.
Barrington received the leg and wing of a bird killed in collision with the lightship’s 
lantern. It was later identified by Howard Saunders as Woodchat Shrike after com-
paring it with the skin of another similarly marked young male bird in his collection 
(Ibis 1899, p. 158).

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus
1893: Immature female, Portlaoise, September (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Received by Edward Williams in a consignment of Snipe from Maryborough, Queen’s 
County (now Portlaoise, Laois) on 29th September. The species was then known as 
Red-breasted Snipe.

American Goldfinch Spinus tristis
1894: Keem Bay, Achill Island, Mayo, September (IBR 22: 23, Irish Birds 10(2): 259). 
Shot by J.R. Sheridan of Dugort, Achill Island, who realised he had a similar one in his 
collection that he had shot while in America in 1873. Sheridan sent it to A.G. More 
who confirmed the identification as American Goldfinch (Sheridan 1894). 
In an addendum to Sheridan’s note, J.E. Harting (as editor of The Zoologist) stated 
upon examining the bird ... and from the much worn appearance of the wing and 
tail-feathers - the latter especially being much abraded - we are decidedly of opin-
ion that it had been not long previously in captivity. The specimen is lost so a re-
examination of its condition is not possible. Doubts regarding the provenance of 
this bird has meant it has never been regarded as a genuine vagrant and assigned 
to Category D1. There have been no further records and the species it is not on any 
Western Palearctic list.  
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Pic. 020.
American Golden Plover, 
Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.
Photo: © Brian McCloskey.

American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica
1894: Adult, Belmullet, Mayo, 13th September (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot. 
Edward Williams received this bird in a delivery of Golden Plovers from Belmullet. 
Williams concluded it was a Lesser Golden Plover based on differences he noted 
when comparing it with a Golden Plover in the bag, including a longer tarsus and 
smokey-grey rather than white auxiliary feathers (Williams 1894). The mounted 
specimen is on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 020). It was the first 
record for Europe. Both Lesser Golden Plover forms were later raised to full species 
status as American and Pacific Golden Plovers.

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius
1899: Female, River Finnea, near Finnea, Longford, 2nd February (Ussher & Warren 
1900), shot.
The specimen was exhibited by F. Curtis at a meeting of the British Ornithologists’ 
Union on 15th February 1899 (Bulletin of the BOU, No. LX). The bird was feeding in a 
meadow by the River Finnea when it was shot by Frank Roberts, who reported that it 
was very tame. The mounted specimen is on display in the Natural History Museum 
(Pic. 021). Some sources state the county to be Westmeath.

Sociable Plover Vanellus gregarius
1899: Female, near Navan, Meath, 1st August (Ussher & Warren 1900), shot.
Shot by Mr. Chandler of Roberstown (or possibly Robinstown?), whose ploughman 
had noticed it while grubbing turnip-drills. Edward Williams received it for preserva-
tion on 4th August and after examining plover skins in the museum he identified it 
as a Sociable Plover (Williams 1899). It was exhibited by Howard Saunders at a meet-
ing of the British Ornithologists’ Club on 22nd November 1899. A photograph of the 
specimen is published in Irish Naturalist, vol. VIII, plate 10 (Pic. 022).
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Pic. 021.
Spotted Sandpiper, 
Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.
Photo: © Brian McCloskey.

Pic. 022.
Sociable Plover, 

Irish Naturalist vol. 8, plate 10.
Photo courtesy of: 

© Irish Naturalists’ Journal Ltd., 
with their permission.
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Great Bustard Otis tarda
1902: Female and one other, near Thurles, Tipperary, December (Kennedy et al. 
1954), female shot.
Both these birds had frequenting fields near Thurles during December. A farmer 
shot one on 20th December thinking it was a goose (Williams 1903). It was sent to 
Edward Williams & Son (of Dame Street, Dublin) to be identified and it proved to be 
a female in excellent condition. It was noted that its stomach contained turnip-tops. 
There is only one other record, a female shot near Castletownberehaven, Cork in 
December 1925.

Little Owl Athene noctua
1903: Kilmorony, near Athy, Kildare, February to June (Kennedy et al. 1954), killed.
This bird was caught in a hawk trap on Sir Anthony Weldon’s property at Kilmorony 
where it had been seen since February. Sir Anthony presented the specimen to the 
Natural History Museum the following November (Nichols 1906). 
Although expressing some doubt regarding the provenance of the Kilmorony indi-
vidual, Kennedy et al. (1954) were happy to add Little Owl to the Irish List, no doubt 
swayed by another washed ashore while still alive near Larne, Antrim in 1945. 

Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola
1903: Immature male, Bull Rock Lighthouse, off Dursey Island, Cork, 20th Septem-
ber (Kennedy et al. 1954), found dead.
Picked up dead by the lightkeeper Joseph Higginbotham, after it had collided with 
the lantern. At the time the weather was logged as; wind easterly, visibility reduced 
due to haze. Higginbotham posted the carcass to Barrington at Fassaroe, arriving on 
24th September. As Barrington was away it fell to his wife Lena to make the correct 
identification. It was sent to Edward Williams for preservation (Barrington 1903).

Pic. 023.
Dark-eyed Junco, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Brian McCloskey.
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Dark-eyed (Slate-coloured) Junco Junco hyemalis
1905: Loop Head, Clare, 30th May (IBR 8: 3), shot. 
First noticed by J. Watson as it perched on a Loop Head out-house at 09:00. About 
one hour later Watson shot it after it had moved closer to the lighthouse. Although 
he did not recognise the species Watson instinctively realised it was rare and sent it 
to Barrington, who was away. In his absence Lena Barrington took up the identifica-
tion challenge and compared it with every description of European finch and bunt-
ing available but to no avail. It puzzled Edward Williams also who suggested it was a 
melanistic Chaffinch but Barrington demurred. 
In June 1905 Barrington took the specimen with him to the fourth International 
Ornithological Congress taking place in London where it was identified by David 
Seth-Smith (one time editor of the Avicultural Magazine and the Bulletin of the Brit-
ish Ornithologists’ Club) as the North American Snowbird (an alternative name) and 
North American representatives present agreed (Barrington 1906). The mounted 
specimen is on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 023). This was the first 
record for the Western Palearctic.
Although Barrington could not rule out the possibility of assisted passage he was 
of the opinion that it was probably a genuine vagrant (Barrington 1906). However, 
in the Museum’s List of Irish Birds (1924) A.R. Nicholls placed the record in square 
brackets, indicating there was some doubt it had arrived naturally. This was finally 
put to bed by Major Robert Ruttledge (the first editor of the Irish Bird Report) in the 
1960 report stating there is irrefutable evidence for acceptance of the bird as a 
genuine vagrant and the chance of such [assisted] passage is no longer regarded 
as a valid reason for exclusion. We now place the species on the Irish List without 
reserve. 

Sandhill Crane Antigone canadensis
1905: Near Castlefreke, Galley Head, Cork, 11th to 14th September (IBR 18: 51), shot.
Shot while feeding near the shore at Galley Head, having spent a few days previous 
on some nearby marshy ground. It was mounted by F.R. Rohu, the one time light-
keeper at the Old Head of Kinsale who had shot the first Rufous Bush Robin there 
in 1876 (see page 22). Rohu stated it was found to be in a very spent condition and 
presumed this was the result of a very long flight. Furthermore, it was established 
that it did not come from Woburn Park, Bedfordshire, where all the Sandhill Cranes 
were pinioned. Nichols (1907) opined that it is difficult to imagine such a bird cross-
ing the Atlantic Ocean unaided, but despite this reservation he noted the specimen’s 
feathers were clean showing no signs of abrasion from captivity.  
In 1970 and by permission of the Natural History Museum and thanks to arrange-
ments made by Dr. Colm E. O’Riordan (one time Keeper of the Museum’s Natural 
History Division) the specimen was examined by Derek Goodwin and Dr. David W. 
Snow at the British Museum who confirmed there was no evidence of captive origin 
and found the specimen to be of the nominate form (Ruttledge 1971). Some years 
later Ruttledge (1980) stated that all the facts point to its having been a genuine wild 
bird. The mounted specimen is on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 024) 
and remains the sole record of this species in Ireland to date. It was the first record 
for the Western Palearctic.
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Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta
1905: Old Head of Kinsale, Cork, 23rd September (Kennedy et al. 1954), killed.

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
1907: Codling Bank Lightship, off the Wicklow coast, 3rd November (Kennedy et al. 
1954), obtained.

Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi
1907: Lucan, Dublin, 22nd November (Kennedy et al. 1954), taken.
Caught in a net by a bird-catcher and taken alive to Willie Williams (brother to Ed-
ward) who identified it from the description in Howard Saunders Illustrated Manual 
of British Birds. It was also seen by Barrington (Williams 1908). An earlier claim from 
1824 was considered to be so doubtful that it was removed from the Irish list by 
Ussher & Warren (1900).

Pic. 024.
Sandhill Crane, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Nigel Monaghan.



Page 34First Irish Records 1800 to 2010, v.1.7 - Joe Hobbs

Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler Helopsaltes certhiola
1908: Immature male, Rockabill, off the north Dublin coast, 28th September (Ken-
nedy et al. 1954), found dead. 
Picked up dead by Martin Kennedy, the assistant lightkeeper at Rockabill. The speci-
men was in a plump condition and not appearing to be wind-driven or half-starved. 
It was exhibited on behalf of Barrington by W.R. Ogilvie-Grant at a meeting of the 
British Ornithologists’ Club held on 21st October 1909 and by Barrington at a meet-
ing of the Royal Dublin Society on 24th November 1909 (Barrington 1909). A pho-
tograph of the specimen is published in British Birds vol. II, p. 230 (Pic. 025). The 
mounted specimen is on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 026). As far as 
Barrington could ascertain it was only the second record for Europe following one 
on the German island of Heligoland in August 1856. There is just one other record 
of a bird trapped in the Post Office Garden, Cape Clear Island, Cork in October 1990.

Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla
1908: Female, Rockabill, off the north Dublin coast, 2nd October (Kennedy et al. 
1954), killed striking the lighthouse.
A second first Irish at Rockabill in the same week! The mounted specimen is on dis-
play in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 026).

Pic. 025.
Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler, 

British Birds vol. 2, p. 230.
Photo courtesy of: © British Birds,

with their permission.
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Pic. 026.
Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler 
and Little Bunting, 
Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.
Photo: © Brian McCloskey.

Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors
1910: Immature female, near Ballycotton, Cork, 9th September (Kennedy et al. 
1954), shot.
Shot by W. Bonaparte Wise who donated the specimen to the Natural History Mu-
seum. It was seen by W.R. Ogilivie-Grant of the British Museum who was aware that 
this Nearctic duck had bred previously at Woburn Park, Bedfordshire, raising the 
possibility that one of the park’s fully-winged immature birds may account for this 
record. However, as this individual showed no signs of captivity it was accepted as 
wild (Nichols 1911).

Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris
1910: Near Wicklow Head Lighthouse, Wicklow, 4th November (Kennedy et al. 1954), 
shot.
Barrington (1910) stated that he had long anticipated the occurrence of Shore Lark 
in Ireland, especially as numbers in Britain had increased considerably since 1830. 
He was sent the bird in the flesh but upon receipt found it to be in a in a much dam-
aged condition.

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
1912: Immature female, Tuskar Rock, off the southeast coast of Wexford, 10th Sep-
tember (Kennedy et al. 1954), obtained.
Professor C.J. Patten was on Tuskar Rock collecting specimens when he saw a bird 
whose identity puzzled him but was of the opinion it was either a Meadow Pipit or 
a Northern Wheatear, soon ruling out Wheatear once he saw it in flight. Unable to 
reach a definite identification Patten decided to collect it. 
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Pic. 027.
Telegram from C.J. Patten to Barrington 
with news of the first Tree Pipit. 
Photo courtesy of: © Aidan G. Kelly.

Later on that same day he collected a Meadow Pipit, allowing him to make a side by 
side comparison, which revealed significant differences, especially in the bill (strong-
er and more robust when compared to the Meadow Pipit) and hind claw (short and 
curved compared to the longer claw on the Meadow Pipit) and concluded he had 
collected a Tree Pipit, a first for Ireland. This was confirmed when he read the spe-
cies’ description in Howard Saunders Illustrated Manual of British Birds and found it 
to be an exact match. He collected a second Tree Pipit on 22nd September and like 
the first was not certain of the identity until it was in the hand (Patten 1912).  
On the day he found it Patten sent a telegram to Richard Barrington informing him 
of the bird (Pic. 027). Patten took photographs of the bird (including one alongside a 
Meadow Pipit) and they are published in the Irish Naturalist (vol. XXI, plate 4).

Dartford Warbler Curruca undata
1912: Adult female, Tuskar Rock, off the southeast coast of Wexford, 27th October 
(Kennedy et al. 1954), caught.
Caught by the lightkeeper, A. O’Leary, who sent it to Barrington labelled unknown 
bird. The specimen was in a rather bad state but with care, a very good skin was 
made. Later, it was sent to William Plane Pycraft at the British Museum, who upon 
dissection discovered it was an adult female. The bird had arrived on Tuskar the day 
after severe southeasterly gales had lashed the mouth of the Channel (Barrington 
1912).

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus
1913: St. John’s Point, Down, 30th October (Irish Birds 5(2): 224), killed striking the 
lighthouse. 
The specimen was collected at St. John’s Point having collided with the lighthouse 
but was mislabelled as a Common Swift in the Barrington Collection at the Natural 
History Museum, a mistake that remained undetected until 1990 when Killian Mul-
larney noticed the error and made the correct identification (Pic. 028).
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Pic. 028.
Pallid Swift, Natural History Museum, Dublin. 
The specimen was originally mislabelled as a Common Swift in the Museum’s Barrington Collection.  
Photo: © Killian Mullarney.

Western Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica
1916: Male, Tuskar Rock Lighthouse, Wexford, 16th May (Kennedy et al. 1954), col-
lected.
Collected by Mr. Glanville, who sent it to C.J. Patten to be identified (Patten 1916). 
The mounted specimen is in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 029). Then consid-
ered a subspecies of Black-eared Wheatear, since raised to full species status.

Sora Porzana carolina
1920: Adult male, Slyne Head Lighthouse, Galway, 11th April (Kennedy et al. 1954), 
killed striking the lighthouse.
The bird collided with the lantern at 03:00 and fell lifeless to the ground. Fortunately 
C.J. Patten was present to record another Irish first and collect the specimen for the 
Natural History Museum (Patten 1920), where the  mounted specimen is on display 
(Pic. 030). The arrival date is unusual but not unique as there are other spring re-
cords of this Nearctic rail in Europe.
Coincidently, the Sora arrived almost one year after Alcock and Brown’s first engine-
powered non-stop transatlantic flight in June 1919, which also ended abruptly when 
they crash-landed their Vickers Vimy aircraft in a field near Clifden about six miles 
distant from Slyne Head. 
There is one other since, an adult at Tacumshin Lake, Wexford in August 1998. There 
is also an ‘At sea’ record of an immature bird captured on a British warship in a posi-
tion about 100 nautical miles west of Ireland in February 1920. 
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Pics. 029 & 030. 
Western Black-eared Wheatear (left) and Sora (right), Natural History Museum, Dublin.
Photos: © Brian McCloskey

Pics. 031-032.
Great Reed Warbler, 

Natural History Museum, Tring.
Photos: Mark Adams, 

© Natural History Museum, London.
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Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus
1920: Cosheen, near Castletownsend, Cork, 16th May (Kennedy et al. 1954), found 
dead.
Picked up dead in a garden. It was sent to J.E. Harting who received it in the flesh   
(The Field, 12th June 1920). The specimen (Pics. 031-032) is preserved in the Natural 
History Museum, Tring (Registration number, NHMUK 1923.7.3.1). 

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus
1928: Adult male, Naul, near Balbriggan, Dublin, 12th January (Kennedy et al. 1954), 
shot.
Obtained while it was running about a grass field in the company of thrushes. The 
name is an onomatopoeic rendition of the bird’s plaintive kill-dee call.

‘Madeiran’ Storm-petrel Oceanodroma sp.
Madeiran Storm-petrel, previously treated as monotypic, is nowadays treated as 
a complex of at least three full species, i.e. Band-rumped (or Madeiran) O. castro 
(Azores, Madeira, Desertas, Salvage, Canaries, Cape Verde and Berlengas Islands 
in the North Atlantic), Monteiro’s O. monteiroi (Azores) and Cape Verde O. jabejabe 
Storm-petrels, however it has not been possible to determine the specific identity 
of the sole Irish record.
1931: Female, Blackrock Lighthouse, off the north Mayo coast, 18th October (Ken-
nedy et al. 1954), obtained. 
This bird was obtained by Blackrock’s assistant lightkeeper D.J. Sullivan, who sent it 
in the flesh to George Humphreys labelled Petrel. Sullivan reported the conditions 
at the time of capture were; light easterly winds with poor visibility due to a mist. 
A great many others were killed striking the lantern that night including Fieldfare, 
Redwing and Jack Snipe. Once Humphreys identified it he sent it to Williams & Sons 
for preservation, where it was discovered to be a female. 

Pic. 033.
‘Madeiran’ Storm-petrel, 
Natural History Museum, 

Dublin.
Photo: © Killian Mullarney.
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The skin was subsequently examined by H.F. Witherby (author of the five volumes of 
the The Handbook of British Birds and founding editor of the magazine British Birds). 
Witherby confirmed it was a Madeiran Fork-tailed Petrel, took some measurements 
and remarked ... that while the tail is only very slightly forked, the characteristic 
white bases of the tail feathers are very marked in this specimen. The mounted 
specimen is on display at the Natural History Museum, Dublin (Pic. 033). It remains 
the sole record of this species complex to date.

Western Subalpine Warbler Curruca iberiae
1933: Immature male, Hook Head Lighthouse, Wexford, 17th September (Kennedy 
et al. 1954), found dead.
Found dead on the west side of the lighthouse’s tower balcony by S. McMahon, 
Hook Head’s lightkeeper. McMahon estimated it must have struck the lantern some-
time between midnight and 09:00 when he found it. During those hours the weather 
conditions were logged as; sky overcast and gloomy with a slight breeze from the 
south. McMahon was unable to identify it but suspecting it was unusual sent it to 
George Humphreys, who realised it was a Subalpine after comparing it with skins 
from southern Europe in the Museum (Humphreys 1933).
Then treated as the nominate form of Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans, whose 
forms have been raised to full species status and assigned a new genus Curruca. 
Eastern Subalpine Warbler has also occurred subsequently (see page 147). It is as-
sumed that the majority of Irish records have involved Western Subalpine Warbler.

Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni
1935: Immature female, near Belmullet, Mayo, 22nd August (Kennedy et al. 1954), 
shot.
The carcass was examined in the flesh on the premises of Williams & Sons at 2 
Dame Street, Dublin. It was later donated to the Belfast Municipal (now Ulster) Mu-
seum. The only other record was a juvenile at Ballycarry, Larne Lough, Antrim in 
August 1974.

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus
1938: River Foyle, about five miles from Derry/Londonderry, 3rd & 27th April (Ken-
nedy et al. 1954).
Observed by F.W.M. Logan on two occasions in April on the River Foyle. It is very 
likely the same bird that was seen near Timoleague, Cork the following 1st May to 
4th June and the specimen obtained on the River Shannon, near Askeaton, Limerick 
in early November 1938 (Ruttledge 1980). All occurrences of this species, including 
the first, have been treated with suspicion and consequently have been assigned to 
Category D. 
During 1995 and 1996 there were a number of reports of the Eurasian subspe-
cies roseus from Armagh, Clare, Down, Dublin, Kerry, Derry/Londonderry, Sligo and 
Wicklow, all of which probably involved the same adult bird. Despite showing some 
credentials of wild origins and was perhaps deserving the benefit of the doubt, it 
was eventually published as a Category D record. A comprehensive explanation of 
the reasons it was ultimately not considered a genuine vagrant were later provided 
by the IRBC (for which, see Fitzharris 1998, Irish Birds 6(1): 93-95).
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Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca
1940: Aghadown, near Skibbereen, Cork, 21st January (Kennedy et al. 1954), shot.
Obtained by Bernard O’Regan who presented it to the Natural History Museum, 
where the mounted specimen is on display (Pic. 034).

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
1940: Adult, near Skibbereen, Cork, 26th to 31st May, and presumed same, near 
Clonakilty, Cork, 20th July to 9th August (Kennedy et al. 1954).
First observed in a marsh near Skibbereen by a local farmer on 26th May (some  
accounts erroneously report 30th May). Thinking it was something unusual he in-
formed Bernard O’Regan who saw it at the marsh four days later on 30th May and 
where it was last seen the following day. 

Pic. 034.
Greater Yellowlegs, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Brian McCloskey.
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What is presumed to be the same bird was refound by James (Jimmy) Flynn in a salt-
marsh a few miles from Clonakilty on 20th July and he saw it again on four further 
occasions, the last on 9th August. It was quite confiding, at times allowing Flynn to 
come within 20 yards before taking flight (Flynn 1941).
Little Egret was added to the Irish breeding fauna in 1997 when breeding was con-
firmed at Rincrew Wood on the River Blackwater, Waterford (Smiddy & Duffy 1998).

Siberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita tristis
1943: Eeragh Island Lighthouse, Aran Islands, Galway, 25th November (Kennedy et 
al. 1954), killed striking a stay-wire on the lighthouse.
Arrived during a northwesterly gale. Identification was confirmed by Sir Norman B. 
Kinnear at the British Museum. The skin is housed in the Natural History Museum 
collection. Siberian Chiffchaff is one of six subspecies of Common Chiffchaff.

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla
1943: Near Glengarriff, Cork, 7th December (Kennedy et al. 1954), found freshly 
dead.
Found dead beneath telephone wires by Jimmy Flynn and George Francis (Frank) 
Mitchell. The specimen was presented to the Natural History Museum (Flynn & 
Mitchell 1944).

Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala
1950: Adult male, Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 31st May (Kennedy et al. 1954).
On 30th May 1950, R.S. Pollard and Edgar Ellis found the third Irish Woodchat Shrike 
on Great Saltee Island, no doubt thanks to the large anticyclone that covered south-
east Ireland at the time. Similar conditions persisted in to the following day and 
at 10:00 Pollard and Ellis heard an unfamiliar warbling song coming from an El-
der hedge by the old farmhouse. The bird made its way to the top of the hedge 
and despite it facing away they realised it was obviously a bunting, but which one? 
Further investigation revealed a black head, brown streaked wings and a chestnut 
mantle and back. Then the bird did a 180° turn to face them and showed a bright 
orange-yellow throat. It dropped into some bracken and disappeared never to be 
seen again. However by that time both had seen enough to realise they were watch-
ing a male Black-headed Bunting and an Irish first (Pollard & Ellis 1951).

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana
1951: Male and female, near Newcastle, Wicklow, 18th April (Kennedy et al. 1954).
Found by brothers S.F. and Dr. G. Scroope at the (no longer in use) Newcastle Train 
Station.

Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps
1951: Male, Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 22nd September (IBR 1: 29).
Found and identified by P.W.P. Browne. Kennedy et al. (1954) were aware that in 
March 1951 some Red-headed Buntings had escaped captivity in England and there-
fore concluded this bird was not entirely above suspicion and placed the record in 
square brackets. Indeed none of the 20 or so records since then have been treated 
as genuine vagrants and all are placed in Category D. 
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Not everyone was convinced the first record was an escape and a contrary view 
was expressed by the English ornithologist Kenneth Williamson who pointed out the 
conditions for drift migration were perfect at the time with the wind coming from 
the southeast off a vast high pressure system over the Mediterranean, that also 
delivered a Grey-backed Warbler and a Short-toed Lark to Saltee around the same 
time. Williamson concluded the evidence for genuine vagrancy was overwhelming 
(Williamson 1953). 

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus
1951: Tuskar Rock Lighthouse, Wexford, 4th October (Kennedy et al. 1954), found 
dead. 
This bird was killed striking the lighthouse. Identification was confirmed by James D. 
MacDonald at the British Museum. The specimen was also examined by Capt. C.H.B. 
Grant who informed Ruttledge there was no indication the bird had spent time in 
captivity, and a study of weather charts at the time showed conditions very condu-
cive for an west to east crossing of the Atlantic (Ruttledge 1952, 1953). 
This was the second record for the Western Palearctic following one at the Westman 
Islands (Vestmannaeyjar), Iceland the previous 16th September.

Buff-bellied Pipit Anthus rubescens rubescens
1951: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 8th to 16th October (IBR 1: 27), trapped. 
It was first noticed by P.W.P. Browne among Rock Pipits at the island’s Landing Place, 
its buff under-parts ensured it was at once noticeable among Rock Pipits with which 
it consorted. Browne trapped it on the 9th and again on the 13th and it was seen by 
John Weaving and Major Ruttledge each day from 13th to 16th October. 
The following January Browne visited Liverpool Public Museum, where Reginald 
Wagstaffe (Keeper of Vertebrate Zoology), produced a large selection of Rock Pipit 
skins (back then it was regarded as a subspecies of Rock Pipit). Although Browne did 
not collect the Saltee bird, after a thorough examination of Wagstaffe’s collection of 
skins he was convinced the pipit was a rubescens (Browne 1952). This was the fifth 
record for the Western Palearctic.

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica
1952: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 10th to 11th April (IBR 1: 23). 
B.H. Harley noticed a swallow showing a pale rump near Saltee’s old farmhouse at 
06:00. A couple of hours later Harley and P.W.P. Browne saw the same bird at the 
Landing Place and identified it as Red-rumped Swallow. It spent the morning in the 
company of two Swallows hawking insects over rocks along the beach, stopping 
every now and then to rest up. Absent during the afternoon, all three birds returned 
that evening and again for one last time early the following morning in the vicinity of 
the farmhouse where they were last seen at 08:00 (Browne & Harley 1953).

Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides
1952: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 25th August (IBR 1: 26), shot.
When early morning fog on Great Saltee had cleared, P.W.P. Browne noticed two 
warblers in the old farmhouse garden, a Chiffchaff and another he realised was a 
Greenish Warbler. 
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For about one hour Browne attempted to trap it but without any success, so instead 
he decided to collect it. Later Reginald Wagstaffe at the Liverpool Public Museum 
examined the skin and agreed with Browne’s identification. The skin is in the Natural 
History Museum’s collection (Browne 1953).

Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor
1952: Raven Point, Wexford, sometime during the last week of December 1952 or 
first week of January (IBR 3: 16).
Observed by T.J. Underwood in sandhills near the Raven Point (the point marking 
the northerly entrance to Wexford Harbour). He could not identify the species but 
made a field sketch that showed all the relevant features needed to clinch the iden-
tification. Underwood said that it had a body like a Corncrake, ran like hell and was 
very reluctant to fly and only did so once momentarily. It was also seen around the 
same time by a local wildfowler. To date this is the sole Irish record.

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos
1953: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 11th May (IBR 1: 24), trapped.
This bird arrived during a period of easterly winds and along with a Tawny Pipit was 
one of two first records on Saltee that day (Ruttledge 1954).

Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris
1953: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 11th May (IBR 1: 27).
This pipit was watched on and off throughout the day at distances down to five feet 
by seven observers that included Major Ruttledge, S. McClelland and C.D. Deane. 
The pipit was described as a long-legged bird with, at times, a rather upright stance. 
It spent all the time on the ground showing no inclination to perch on even the low-
est growth (Ruttledge 1954).

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
1953: Four, North Bull Island, Dublin, 17th September (IBR 1: 10).
Found by Lt.-Col. C.F. and S.F Scroope. It was the noticeable absence of a wing-bar 
when seen in flight that first attracted their attention. At one point all four landed 
near some Ringed Plover and both observers were struck by the differences in the 
size and build of both species.
Little Ringed Plover has since been added to the Irish breeding fauna. This was first 
suspected in 2004 and 2007 (Brown 2007) when fledged young were observed with 
adults but it wasn’t until 2008 that breeding was confirmed at an undisclosed loca-
tion in Tipperary (Collins 2008).

Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus
1953: Adult winter, North Bull Island, Dublin, 29th November (IBR 1: 12), found dead.
This bird was picked up freshly dead by Lt.-Col. C.F. Scroope on the Bull. It was dis-
cover on the sand above the high-water mark, was quite dry and clean, showing no 
signs of injury or of having soaked in the water. The carcass was sent to Kenneth 
Williamson, who identified to the Caribbean race melanoptera. This is the sole Irish 
record, but as a tideline corpse is assigned to Category D3 (Kennedy 1955b). The 
mounted specimen is on display in the Natural History Museum (Pic. 035).
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Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis
1953: Two males, near Ballycolla, Laois, 30th November (IBR 1: 8).
While watching Teal on the River Erkina, Mrs. Robin Hall Watt noticed that two of 
the males showed distinct white lines running vertically from near the shoulder to 
the waterline. The birds departed rapidly but Hall Watt followed and managed to 
get excellent views of both swimming in line followed by a male Common Teal and 
concluded she was watching two Green-winged Teals, then regarded as the Nearctic 
subspecies of Teal (Hall Watt 1954).
Sir Peter Scott (founder of the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust at Slimbridge in 1946 and 
son of Antarctic explorer Robert Falcon Scott) and Hugh Boyd were of the opinion 
there was no reason to doubt that any recently recorded Green-winged Teals were 
anything but genuine vagrants, as far as they knew it had not been bred in Europe 
in recent years. 

American Black Duck Anas rubripes
1954: Adult female, Listrolin, near Mullinavat, Kilkenny, February (IBR 2: 8), shot.
On a visit to Flanagan’s Poultry Shop, Broad Street, Waterford, Frank Hudson no-
ticed the rather unusual plumage of a duck labelled ‘Mallard’. Following some ne-
gotiations with another customer he purchased it. On 12th February Hudson for-
warded it to the Natural History Museum where the Rev. P.G. Kennedy S.J. and P.E. 
Dunn identified it as a Black Duck. 

Pic. 035.
Bridled Tern, 

Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.

Photo: © Brian McCloskey.
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The skin was sent to Peter Scott who confirmed their identification and determined 
it was an adult female. A colour illustration of the bird by Peter Scott is published in 
British Birds 49(2): plate 1 (Pic. 036). The bird was shot early in the month by a farmer 
named Croke from Listrolin. Hudson paid a visit to Croke, who showed him the 
marsh where he took it. Croke said there were two similar ducks that rose together 
and he brought both down, however one escaped and the other was the bird he 
sent to Flanagan’s, where it was received on 5th February (Kennedy 1955a). This was 
the first for the Western Palearctic.

American Wigeon Mareca americana
1954: Pair, North Bull Island, Dublin, 23rd to 27th February (IBR 2: 9).
Found by Kerry birder Frank King, who at times got views as close as 30 yards. When 
first seen they were on their own, but when he later saw them in the company of 
Wigeon he remarked that they were easily distinguishable (King 1955). The Rev. P.G. 
Kennedy S.J. and Major Ruttledge identified them from King’s description as Bald-
pates (an alternative name).

Royal / West African Crested Tern Thalasseus maximus / albididorsalis
1954: One, North Bull Island, 24th March (IBR 2: 17, Kennedy 1955c), found dead.
This bird was discovered partly covered by sand at the high-water mark by Redmond 
G. Wheeler. It was judged to have been there for a considerable time and most of 
the body feathers were gone, but the head, oiled wings, legs and feet were intact. It 
was examined by G.M. Spooner at the Marine Biological Laboratory, Plymouth, Dev-
on who concluded there was no evidence to suggest it drifted ashore and should be 
treated as a genuine vagrant, but as a tideline corpse was assigned to Category D3.

Pic. 036.
Male and female American Black Duck with the Listrolin bird depicted on the right, British Birds vol. 
49(2), plate 1.
Painted by Sir Peter Scott for British Birds magazine. 
Scan courtesy of © British Birds, with their permission.
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The carcass was too decomposed to allow subspecific identification, which became 
significant when both forms of Royal Tern were raised to full species status in 2019 
with the North American race continuing to be known as Royal Tern and the African 
race acquiring the name West African Crested Tern. Therefore, this bird and both 
subsequent Category A records (at Clonakilty, Cork in 2009 and another at locations 
in the west in 2016) can only be recorded in the record books as ‘either/or’ for now.

Western Yellow (Blue-headed) Wagtail Motacilla flava flava
1954: Male, Tory Island, Donegal, 22nd May (Irish Birds 10(4): 573).
This was a first record that did not come to light for over 60 years. It was found by 
Philip Redman whose description and notes were brought to the attention of the 
IRBC by Peter Phillips in 2016. Blue-headed Wagtail is the nominate form of Western 
Yellow Wagtail that is found in Britain and the adjacent coasts of northwestern Eu-
rope from Brittany to southernmost Norway.

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus
1954: Female or immature, Tory Island, Donegal, 8th September (IBR 2: 21).
Closely watched by Philip Redman (who also found the first Blue-headed Wagtail on 
Tory), and whose description was found to be totally convincing.

Bluethroat Luscinia svecica
1954: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 27th September (IBR 2: 20 & 28).
Found and identified by G.W. Rayner, who had previous experience of the species. 
It was also seen by B.G. Tunmore. Subspecific identity was not recorded, so it is not 
known if it was the red or white-spotted form, however the distinctive red basal 
patches on the tail were clearly seen.

Siberian Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca blythi
1954: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 15th November (IBR 2: 29), trapped.
In the hand inspection revealed the 2nd primary feather to be 1mm less than the 
6th, indicating it was an example of the Siberian and far-east Asian race blythi. There 
is just one other that frequented a private garden in Gortin, near Omagh, Tyrone 
from December 2018 to February 2019, whose racial identification was confirmed 
by DNA analysis. 

Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus
1955: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 2nd May (IBR 3: 23 & 34).
This bird was rather confiding and was watched for over an hour at close ranges 
down to seven yards by B.H. Harley, Frank King and R.G. Wheeler, who provided a 
full detailed description (Ruttledge 1955).

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes
1955: Our Lady’s Island Lake, Wexford, 9th to 16th October (IBR 3: 15).
Frank King and R.G. Wheeler came across a group of waders at Our Lady’s Island 
Lake that included two Redshanks, a Greenshank, a Spotted Redshank and to their 
great delight a Lesser Yellowlegs, which was at once noticeable for its slim build, 
long, slender, yellow legs, and its remarkable tameness. 
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Both watched it for over three hours during which time it often came very close, 
once as near as ten yards and even when flushed it would simply circle around once 
or twice before returning to exactly the same spot, where it fed in splashy, energetic, 
Greenshank-style on shrimps. It was in the same spot again on the 11th when seen 
by Peter Roche from New Ross and for the last time on the 16th by Roche and Capt. 
A.D. Place (Wheeler & King 1956).

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis
1955: Rosscarbery, Cork, 12th October (IBR 3: 17).
Watched by J.S. Barrington at distances down to 50 yards. Barrington noted the legs 
were very obviously yellow and the bird appeared very tucked up and reluctant to 
move. At that time it was treated as a subspecies of Herring Gull, now a full polytypic 
species. The nominate Yellow-legged michahellis is found from southern Europe and 
northwest Africa to the Black Sea.

Black-bellied Dipper Cinclus cinclus cinclus
1956: River Tolka, Dublin, 12th January to 3rd February (IBR 4: 16).
Found by Kerry birder Frank King. Unfortunately the precise location on the river is 
not recorded. Black-bellied Dipper is the nominate form found over much of west-
ern Europe. This is the only Irish record.

Swainson’s Thrush Catharus ustulatus
1956: Blackrock Lighthouse, off the Mayo coast, 26th May (IBR 4: 17), found dead.
Found freshly dead by W.P. Roche, the assistant lightkeeper, who presumed it had 
met its end striking either the lantern or one of its stay-wires. Roche realised it was 
something quite unusual and sent it to Major Ruttledge who received it on 3rd June 
at his home in Ballinrobe, Mayo. 
Ruttledge forwarded it to the Natural History Museum where it was examined and 
independently identified as Olive-backed Thrush (an alternative name) by The Rev. 
P.G. Kennedy S.J. and Frank King (Ruttledge 1957). Sometime later the specimen 
was sent to the American Museum of Natural History where it was identified to the 
race swainsoni (that breeds from north-central Canada to western Virginia), later 
returned to the Natural History Museum (Anon. 1960). This was the 12th record for 
the Western Palearctic and notwithstanding an undated French record is the first in 
spring.

Ashy-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava cinereocapilla
1956: Pair, Duncrue Street Marsh, Belfast, 5th June to 12th September (IBR 4: 18).
Not only a first Irish but a first breeding record also. On 5th June Hill Dick found a 
pair of Yellow Wagtails at Duncrue Street Marsh that were completely strange to 
him. He got the impression they were tired and newly arrived and they permitted 
close scrutiny for 45 minutes, after which he concluded they were a pair of variant 
Blue-headed Wagtails.   
Both were seen on many occasions over the coming weeks and eventually identi-
fied as Ashy-headed Wagtails, the south-central European form of Western Yellow 
Wagtail. Following a failed attempt at breeding, when the nest was washed out by 
heavy rain, they successfully bred and raised three young that fledged on 19th July. 
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A few days after the first pair were discovered breeding, Tom Ennis found a second 
pair at nearby Kinnegar, Holywood. This pair also bred and successfully raised five 
young (Ennis & Dick 1959).
Excluding these there are two others that probably arrived as spring overshoots, 
one at Rathlin Island, Antrim in May 1985 and another at Copeland Islands Bird 
Observatory and Belfast Harbour Estate, Down in May 1998. Ashy-headed Wagtail is 
one of at least ten races of Western Yellow Wagtail.

Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus
1956: Belfast Lough, Antrim, 1st August (IBR 4: 6).
This shearwater was observed in the company of Manx Shearwaters from a distance 
of about 50 yards by Ivor McDonald. McDonald’s description was submitted to Dr. 
J.S. Ash who believed the bird to be a dark phase mauretanicus. 
At that time Balearic Shearwater was treated as one of a number of subspecies of  
Manx Shearwater, most now regarded as full species in their own right.

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus
1956: Adult, Belfast Lough, Antrim, 1st September (IBR 5: 15).
Described by the finder A.J. (Tony) Tree as rather greater in size than the Black-
headed Gull it was chasing. Tree’s detailed description was sent to I.C.T. Nisbet, who 
had recently studied the gull in the Bosphorus, and Nisbet was quite satisfied the 
identification was correct. 
This species has since been added to the Irish breeding fauna in 1996 when a pair 
fledged a single chick among the Black-headed Gull colony on the islet of Inish in 
Our Lady’s Island Lake, Wexford. This came the year following a failed attempt at 
Larne Lough, Antrim during May and June that came unstuck when the nest was 
flattened on 28th June (Allen & Tickner 1996).

Hudsonian Whimbrel Numenius hudsonicus
1957: Tralee Harbour, Kerry, 1st October (IBR 5: 11).
Found by Frank King who watched it in good light for about 20 minutes. Although 
Frank noticed the similarity with a typical Whimbrel, the identity was clinched when 
it flew alongside one, allowing him to take note of significant differences between 
them, including a brown, rather than white, rump and brownish underwings. 
At various times hudsonicus has been treated as a race of Whimbrel or a full spe-
cies, which is its current status per the IOC. In 1957 it was considered a subspecies 
of Whimbrel.

Kumlien’s Gull Larus glaucoides kumlieni
1958: Adult, Tralee Rubbish Tip, Kerry, 10th January (IBR 6: 17).
Frank King who found it, described the bird as a veritable adult Iceland Gull were it 
not for grey ovals on the primaries of both wings. The description was sent to the 
American ornithologist Roger Tory Peterson (credited by many to have been the 
inventor of the modern field guide and author of A Field Guide to the Birds of North 
America). Peterson replied that the bird was quite certainly an adult Kumlien’s Gull 
and the careful description leaves no doubt in my mind. 
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However, Major Ruttledge had doubts about the bird and as a result of advice re-
ceived from Dr. W. Earl Godfrey of the National Museum of Canada, who cautioned 
against the possibility of a hybrid or confusion with Thayer’s Gull, removed it from 
the Irish List (Ruttledge 1966). In 2001, the IRBC undertook a review of the record 
and concluded that Frank King’s description left no doubt to the identity and it  was 
restored to the list.  
Kumlien’s Gull has long been treated as a subspecies of Iceland Gull, although Weir 
et al. (2000) suggests that it is better treated as a stable hybrid population of Iceland 
and Thayer’s Gulls.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
1959: Donaghadee, Down, January (IBR 10: 20-21), captured.
The bird at Donaghadee appears to be the first of a great many recorded in 1959 for 
the first time. In the same year others were found in Counties Cork, Down, Dublin, 
Fermanagh, Galway, Kerry, Offaly and Wexford and by the 1970s it had successfully 
colonised most Irish counties.
Breeding was first recorded in Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin in 1959 and in the same 
year a pair summered in Comber, Down but breeding was not confirmed, 
Beginning early in the 20th century this species embarked on a rapid range expan-
sion westwards across Europe from Turkey and the Balkans, where it had spread 
(or was possibly introduced) and had become established from rural India by about 
1930, reaching Germany by 1945, Britain by 1955, Ireland by 1959 and the Faroe 
Islands in the 1970s. 

Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola
1959: Female, Tory Island, Donegal, 18th September (IBR 7: 23).
Found and identified by Henrietta Cooke at the eastern end of Tory Island. She 
watched the bunting down to a distance of 25 yards as it perched on walls and 
noted it was fairly tame, seeming tired. After about a half-hour it departed in the 
direction of East Town but was not seen again despite an intensive search the fol-
lowing day (Cooke 1960).

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia
1959: Tory Island, Donegal, 30th September (IBR 7: 16).
Observed by R.G. Pettitt early in the morning as it flew in an easterly direction past 
Tory Island’s lighthouse. He was able to follow it for some time as it departed to the 
east over Tory Sound. Pettitt described it as a grotesquely large tern, considerably 
bigger than Black-headed Gull and its most striking feature was the very heavy bill 
and head that was obvious even at extreme range.

Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica
1959: Male, Post Office Garden, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 9th October (IBR 7: 23).
A first Irish record in the first year of operations at the newly established Cape Clear 
Bird Observatory and was appropriately found by one of the founders of the Obs, 
Dr. Tim Sharrock (who was managing editor of the monthly journal British Birds from 
1976 to 2000).
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Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris
1960: Adult male, Lurgan Park Lake, Armagh, 20th March to 1st May (IBR 8: 7).
Found late in the afternoon by R. Walter Culbert who took a description in the fading 
light. He contacted Sam Penny in the coming days and from Culbert’s description 
Penny made an immediate identification of Ring-necked Duck. During its initial stay 
it was mostly seen in the company of Tufted Ducks and was always the most wary 
duck present when people were around (Ennis 1961). 
In its first year it returned on 23rd September when initially noticed by R.W. Culbert 
and L. Kersley, remaining to March 1961. Thereafter what is presumed to be the 
same individual returned in most years until last recorded in the winter of 1969/70 
(Pic. 037). During this time it was also observed at Kinnego Harbour, Lough Neagh, 
Armagh.
This was the third record for the Western Palearctic following a male found by 
Philippa Scott (wife of Sir Peter Scott) at WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire in March 
1955 and another male found at Burghfield Gravel Pits, near Reading, Berkshire in 
April 1959.

Grey-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi
1960: Male, Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 2nd to 3rd May (IBR 8: 23 & 31).
This bird spent much of its time in the company of a Blue-headed Wagtail. A full 
description was sent to Kenneth Williamson, who was of the opinion it was typical 
of M.f. thunbergi. Grey-headed Wagtail is found across northern Eurasia as far east 
as Siberia and is one of at least ten races of Western Yellow Wagtail.

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis
1960: Tory Island, Donegal, 1st September 1960 (IBR 8: 22), trapped.
When first observed in the field it resembled a Willow Warbler but with some notice-
able differences, e.g. a pale bar on the greater wing-coverts. After three and a half 
hours of gentle chivvying it was finally coaxed in to the mist-net and a full descrip-
tion taken.

Pic. 037.
Ring-necked Duck, 
Lurgan Park Lake,
on one of its return visits in 
March 1968.
Photo: © Tom Ennis.
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Scandinavian Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus littoralis
1961: Tory Island, Donegal, 4th April (IBR 9: 24).
Found in the company of nominate Rock Pipits by R. Moss, who watched the bird 
at close quarters. After reading Moss’s description, Kenneth Williamson was satis-
fied the pipit was a littoralis, the form that breeds in Scandinavia and on the Kola 
Peninsula in Russia.

Red Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca
1961: Copeland Islands Bird Observatory, Down, 3rd to 4th June (IBR 9: 25), trapped. 
John Wilde was showing some visitors around the Observatory buildings on Old 
Lighthouse Island in the Copeland Islands (located about four miles north of Don-
aghadee, Down at the entrance to Belfast Lough), when he noticed a bird rather 
larger than a Rock Pipit about 100 yards off that was mobbing a Cuckoo. By the time 
Wilde returned with his binoculars it was gone but later the same day what was 
presumed to be the same bird was once again seen worrying a Cuckoo near the 
island’s Heligoland trap. 
Those present managed to drive, the as yet to be identified bird, in to the trap where 
it was caught. A detailed description was undertaken independently by two teams, 
i.e. M.P. MacMillan and D. Barr in one and E.K. Addy and Wilde in the other. Overall, 
the bird resembled a bunting, however from above like a very large Dunnock or 
from the side like an undersized female Fieldfare, which were suggesting Fox Spar-
row and after a full description had been taken and compared with the available lit-
erature this seemed the most likely candidate, however some anomalies regarding 
the colour of the crown and nape when compared to what could be seen in the hand 
needed resolving. Following release it remained to the following day but at no time 
were good clear views obtained in the field, although it did make its way back to the 
trap when a slight change in its weight was the only difference noted. 
At the time of its arrival, there were no exceptional weather conditions prevailing 
that could reasonably explain the unexpected appearance. The Observatory mem-
bers did consider the possibility of assisted passage, possibly on a ship heading up 
the lough to Belfast, either at the time of observation or having remained unde-
tected in the general area since its arrival, but there was nothing to support this. 
Enquiries made with cage bird enthusiasts and authorities revealed that, as far as 
anyone knew, Fox Sparrow had never been imported to the trade and therefore 
the possibility of escape was dismissed. In the hand inspection determined it was 
an example of the nominate form, known as Eastern Fox Sparrow (Copeland Bird 
Observatory Report 1961). 
Subsequently Kenneth Williamson checked the description taken against skins in 
the British Museum and wrote to John Wilde explaining that any concerns he held 
could be easily reconciled as the Copeland bird’s feather tips were clearly abraded,  
whereas the literature he consulted described fresh pristine plumages only. In ad-
dition, the trapped bird’s wing-formula fell within the range of variation of six Fox 
Sparrows measured by Williamson (Wilde 1962). 
This is the sole record for Ireland and just the second for the Western Palearctic 
following a male that was collected at Laugarholt í Bæjarsveit, Iceland in November 
1944.
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Wilson’s Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor
1961: Adult winter, Our Lady’s Island Lake, Wexford, 12th to 13th August (IBR 9: 15).
Found and identified by Oscar Merne on 12th August and thanks to his phone call 
alerting others, he was joined the following day by B.D. Cooper, S. Holohan and 
Major Ruttledge. Watching it feeding they remarked that it was constantly rushing 
about in a darting fashion and rapidly picking food from the surface of the shallow 
water or mud. After about 90 minutes and for no apparent reason the Dunlin it was 
feeding with began to depart in small groups, as did the phalarope with one of these 
trips and was never seen again (Merne 1962).

Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli
1961: Lighthouse Road, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 2nd to 3rd September (IBR 9: 23), 
trapped.
While birding along the Lighthouse Road on Cape Clear Island, R.D. Jackson, T.Q. 
Green and N.M.D. Brown noticed an unusual Phylloscopus warbler in a garden. They 
were soon joined by others including B.W. Edwards, who suggested it was a Bonel-
li’s Warbler but even after a couple of hours close scrutiny not everyone present 
agreed. Fortunately it was still present the following day when it was eventually 
trapped and Edward’s tentative identification was confirmed (Sharrock 1962). At 
that time it was treated as the nominate western form of Bonelli’s Warbler, since 
raised to full species status.

Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis
1962: East Bog, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 23rd April (IBR 17: 52).
A queer call coming from the edge of Cape Clear’s East Bog attracted the attention 
of Tim Sharrock. The culprit turned out to be a small warbler that was flitting about 
among the sedges. Sharrock watched it down to 15 yards for about 20 minutes by 
which time the bird had reached the stream that flows out of East Bog to Coosaga-
loony in South Harbour. As it appeared to be well settled, Sharrock felt it was safe to 
leave it and go fetch his wife Erika and the artist Robert Gilmore, who he knew were 
both seawatching at the time. Unfortunately on their return the bird could not be 
found despite extensive searching around the bogs (Sharrock 1971).
Sharrock was confident the bird was a Fan-tailed Warbler as he had seen them pre-
viously in Spain, however the record was not initially accepted by the BOURC. Sub-
sequently evidence emerged proving the species was not as sedentary as it was 
thought to be in 1962 and the record was finally accepted as the first Irish in 1970. 
There is just one other, also on Cape Clear in the West Bog in April 1985. Nowadays 
the species is more usually referred to as Zitting Cisticola.

Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii
1962: Juvenile, Akeragh Lough, near Ballyheige, Kerry, 2nd to 6th October (IBR 10: 
13-15).
When Kerry birder Frank King first saw the bird he immediately felt it was a Baird’s! 
It was so tame that taking a description proved an easy task, although Frank was 
unable to discern any especially outstanding feature, apart from its peculiarly hori-
zontal carriage. Viewing conditions were perfect each time it was observed and was 
so confiding there were times it came too close for binoculars to be of any use.
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus
1962: First-winter male, North Harbour and The Waist, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 7th 
to 8th October (IBR 10: 28).
Around midday, Michael Fogden and Tim Sharrock had brief views of a first-winter 
male Rose-breasted Grosbeak in North Harbour bushes. It soon departed but was 
refound at the same location later that afternoon when they watched it for over an 
hour as close as ten metres. It then moved on to Cummer and finally to The Waist, 
where it spent all of the next day, which was its last on Cape. Most of the time it 
foraged in brambles continuously feeding on blackberries, which had the effect of 
staining its bill a deep purple (Fogden & Sharrock 1965). 
Incredibly, when discovered it was sharing the bushes with a Subalpine Warbler and 
a Red-backed Shrike. This was the first record for the Western Palearctic.

Northern (Yellow-shafted) Flicker Colaptes auratus
1962: Cork Harbour, 13th October (IBR 19: 55, Irish Birds 6(3): 402).
Up to ten of these Nearctic woodpeckers came aboard the RMS Mauretania as it 
departed New York for European ports on 7th October. One remained until the 
ship arrived at Cork Harbour on 13th October, when it was observed to depart the 
ship heading east towards Roches Point (Durand 1963). It was clearly ship assisted 
and as food was provided during the crossing it was assigned to Category D2. It 
was identified to the southeastern USA form auratus that are also known as Yellow-
shafted Flicker. 
There have been no others since but there are four Categoy A records in the West-
ern Palearctic to date with three on the Azores and a female near Ålborg, Denmark 
in May 1972, which was the first.

Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris
1963: Sub-adult, off Cape Clear Island, Cork, 24th September (IBR 11: 8).
Ron Johns (one time top lister in Britain), Mike Shrubb, E.J. Williams, R.J. Wilmshurst 
and Tony Marr were about a half-hour in to an early morning seawatch from the 
point of Bullig on Cape Clear Island when Mike Shrubb picked up a large black-and-
white sea-bird gliding towards the headland from the east. Alerting the others they 
watched it pass by in an almost continuous glide at a distance of 300 yards for about 
three minutes. It was obviously an albatross and was later confidently identified as a 
sub-adult Black-browed Albatross (Marr & Sharrock 1964). All Irish albatross records  
identified to species have been Black-browed.
A few days previous a deep depression had moved quickly east across the Atlantic 
and on the morning of the 24th was situated off southeast Iceland, bringing north-
westerly winds, excellent visibility and a first Irish to Cape.

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea
1963: Female, Copeland Islands Bird Observatory, Down, 12th October (IBR 11: 34 & 
15: 42, Irish Birds 3(2): 329), trapped. 
Caught in a Heligoland-type Wall Trap and at first glance was mistaken for a Green-
finch. During processing it was very aggressive throughout. Once released it was 
almost immediately out of sight and was never seen again. 
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The record was initially accepted as Scarlet Tanager, however sometime later the 
description and details were critically examined by American authorities who con-
cluded the possibility of confusion with Summer Tanager could not be ruled out and 
the record was downgraded to ‘Tanager species’. Later still it was reassessed jointly 
by the NIBRC and the IRBC and reinstated as Scarlet Tanager. 
This was the second for the Western Palearctic following an immature male that was 
found dead at Leifsstaðir, Iceland near the end of 1936. Coincidently this bird was 
also mistakenly referred to as a Greenfinch in some sources.

‘Black’ Wheatear Oenanthe sp.
1964: Portnoo Golf Course, Donegal, 10th June (IBR 12: 32 & 13: 36).
First impressions when it took flight was that of a Storm-petrel, but when it sat up 
on a post 30 feet away it was clearly a wheatear. The description taken suggested 
Black Wheatear and it was published as such (and most likely was one) but with the 
caveat that White-crowned Black Wheatear could not be ruled out. There have been 
no further records.

White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus
1964: Locations in Ballyieragh, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 20th June (IBR 12: 30).
Found by W.R.P. Bourne and Peter Anthony Wright in Ballyieragh as they were re-
turning to the Bird Observatory from a seawatch. Both were able to watch it at dis-
tances down to ten feet flying low over both West and Central Bogs and later over 
the Wheatear Field. After about 20 minutes it left Ballyieragh and headed towards 
the point of Bullaun, circling high above it for about five minutes before departing 
the island heading south-southwesterly over the sea, eventually becoming lost to 
view (Pic. 038). This is the sole Irish and fourth Western Palearctic record of this 
Asian swift. It is sometimes named Needle-tailed or Spine-tailed Swift.

Pic. 038.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe of 

White-throated Needletail,
Cape Clear Island, Cork,

June 1964.
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Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla
1965: Akeragh Lough, near Ballyheige, Kerry, 15th August (IBR 13: 27-29).
Frank King noticed a tiny very brown wader that flew up from an area of soft mud 
at the edge of Akeragh Lough. Gaining height it departed towards the southern end 
of the lough, all the time uttering a strange call that was not familiar to Frank. For-
tunately it soon returned and landed almost exactly at the same spot where he had 
first seen it. 
Over the next hour or so Frank took a detailed description, greatly helped by the 
bird’s tameness and calm weather conditions, which would leave no doubt it was 
a Least Sandpiper. At one point its minute size (the smallest shorebird of all, about 
the same size as a Pied Wagtail) was emphasised when it was joined by five Dunlin 
and two Ringed Plover. The third Irish Temminck’s Stint was also present at Akeragh 
on the same day.  

Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus
1966: Pair, near Dunleer, Louth, 3rd January (Hutchinson 1989, IBR 14: 44).
A male and female were watched for about five minutes in a small patch of sedges 
near Dunleer. Further searches of the area were not successful so it is not known if 
breeding was attempted. That would not be confirmed until the mid-1970s at sites 
in Counties Wicklow and Wexford. This species now appears to be establishing a 
small but stable breeding population, mainly in County Wexford, at places where 
there are extensive reedbeds suitable for nesting. Nowadays this species is more 
usually called Bearded Reedling.

Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla
1966: Juvenile, Ballycotton, Cork, 16th October (IBR 14: 37), trapped.
When found by Tom Kelly (who would later lecture in Zoology at University College 
Cork) on Ballynamona Strand it was in the company of a Pectoral Sandpiper. Initial 
attempts to trap it were frustrated by the skittish behaviour of the Pec that spooked 
the Semi-P each time the mist-net was brought near but they persisted and eventu-
ally managed to trap it. In the fading light a detailed description was taken including 
a set of excellent drawings made by Tadhg O’Keeffe. One of these showing the ex-
tent of the palmate on the bird’s right foot was published in the 1966 Irish Bird Report 
(fig. 1, p. 38), (Pic. 039).

Pic. 039.
Drawing made by © Tadgh O’Keeffe of the Ballycotton Semipalmated Sandpiper’s right foot, 

IBR 14: 37, fig. 1.
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White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis
1967: Immature male, Coosaneska, South Harbour, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 3rd 
April (IBR 15: 42). 
As he returned to the Bird Observatory along the island’s Low Road, Tim Sharrock 
saw a Dunnock-like bird on brambles about 70 yards away at Coosaneska. He imme-
diately recognised it as a White-throated Sparrow, having had previous experience 
of the species in England (Sharrock 1965). Over the next few minutes he quickly 
took some notes and drew a sketch, then watched as the bird flew in the direction 
of The Waist. 
Time was now an issue as Tim was due to leave on the soon to be departing ferry 
but by a stroke of good luck the ferry got delayed allowing Tim to return to The Waist 
in the company of others to search for the sparrow but after 20 minutes of failure 
they had to leave or miss the ferry, so they left. The description and sketch was sub-
mitted to an expert and was accepted. The possibility of an escape was investigated 
and dismissed. This was the eight record for the Western Palearctic.
There have been two others, an immature male was at Duncrue Street Marsh, Bel-
fast from December 1984 to April 1985 and a first-year was on Cape Clear in Octo-
ber 2008.

Little Swift Apus affinis
1967: Cummer, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 12th June (IBR 15: 36).
With the light directly behind him and in perfectly calm conditions, Tim Sharrock was 
sitting high above Cummer watching some Hirundines and Common Swifts hawk-
ing for insects, when he spotted a small swift among them. Compared to Common 
Swift it had shorter wings and showed a gleaming white throat, black underparts 
and a square white rump. It passed both above and below him at distances down 
to 30 yards for about five minutes, apparently departing while he was busy taking 
field notes.
Tim suspected it was a Little Swift, but the literature available in the Obs was not 
sufficiently detailed to confirm this. Instead, he had to wait until he returned to Eng-
land a fortnight later to discuss the bird and have his notes checked by others more 
familiar with the species, especially I.J. (Ian James) Ferguson-Lees (one time member 
of the British Birds Rarities Committee and one of those involved in revealing the 
extent of the ‘Hastings Rarities’ fraud). These conversations satisfied Tim that other 
potential ‘white-rumped’ swift species were ruled out and he was finally able to con-
firm the identity as Little Swift. 
There are two other records, one was at Great Saltee Island, Wexford in May 2002 
and another was at Glengariff, Cork in November 2020.

Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla
1968: First-summer, River Lee at Tivoli, Cork Harbour, 12th August (IBR 16: 36).
Found by Ken Preston (editor of the 1972 to 1984 Irish Bird Reports) who took a 
detailed description, including field sketches. Observed from a distance of 50 yards 
it appeared to be exhausted, hardly moving. When other nearby gulls took flight it 
remained standing and hunched over (Preston 1975). Ken’s notes were submitted 
to two independent referees who both accepted the record without reservation.    
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Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria
1968: Juvenile, Akeragh Lough, Kerry, 21st to 22nd September (IBR 16: 27).
This was the third Nearctic wader added to the Irish list by Frank King and all were 
found at Akeragh Lough, near Ballyheige. 
Frank watched the bird for a total of two and a half hours at distances down to six 
yards in excellent light and perfect conditions. It was very tame and reluctant to fly 
unless deliberately disturbed, and in flight resembled a dark version of Wood Sand-
piper but without protruding feet.

Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus
1968: Akeragh Lough, Kerry, 6th to 7th October (IBR 16: 31).
A first Irish record of a Nearctic wader at Akeragh Lough, but for once not found by 
Frank King, rather by Dr. Jeffery Graham Harrison (editor of the Bulletin of the British 
Ornithologists’ Club from 1952 to 1961) and his wife Pamela. They watched it for a 
few hours sometimes as close as 15 yards. During that time it fed in the company 
of Reeves, often wading up to its belly in water, and was constantly associating with 
a Greenshank.

American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla
1968: Male, Central Bog, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 13th to 14th October (IBR 16: 46). 
While walking along the Low Road on Cape Clear Island, Ken Preston saw what he 
took to be a warbler-type bird displaying a lot of bright yellow in the vegetation on 
the other side of Central Bog. Tim Sharrock was already on that side and about 100 
yards from the bird, so Ken called across to him telling him what he had and where 
it was, and both immediately made for the spot. 
Tim got there first and identified the bird as an American Redstart. It was not at all 
shy and tolerated close approach when it was out in the open, so both were able to 
obtain very good close views, although it did spend a lot of the time feeding under 
cover, occasionally darting out to catch flying insects. This was the fifth record for 
the Western Palearctic. There is just one other since at Dirk Bay, Galley Head, Cork 
in October 1985.  

Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola
1968: First-winter, Ballycotton, Cork, 15th to 16th October (Irish Birds 2(3): 403).
Clive Hutchinson’s (author of Birds in Ireland and The Birds of Dublin and Wicklow 
among others) attention was attracted by an unfamiliar call made by a wagtail fly-
ing past him, which he only saw in silhouette. The following day both Clive and Tom 
Kelly heard the same call coming from a party of wagtails as they rose from a shingle 
bank. They managed to track the bird down and watched it for about 50 minutes. 
Later the same day it was seen twice, the second time just prior to going to roost in 
some reeds, however there was no trace of it the following day. 
It was submitted to the Irish Records Panel as Citrine Wagtail, however the poten-
tial for confusion between immature Citrine and some far-eastern forms of Yellow 
Wagtail (that have since been collectively raised to full species status as Eastern Yel-
low Wagtail) meant that an identification was not resolved and the record was left 
pending indefinitely. 
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In September 1980 Tom was standing just a few hundred metres from where Clive 
had found the, as yet to be identified wagtail, when he heard and saw a wagtail that 
was similar to the 1968 bird. Unlike the earlier one this bird was wary and difficult 
to approach, both that evening and the next day when Tom returned with Clive and 
Ken Preston, later on joined by Dennis O’Sullivan. During this time it occasionally 
associated with Pied Wagtails, but more often fed in the marsh grass where there 
were patches of wet mud. 
Detailed notes were sent to Tim Inskipp (who was preparing a note on Citrine Wag-
tail identification at the time) and he offered the opinion that both records were ac-
ceptable as Citrine Wagtails. The Irish Records Panel agreed with Tim’s assessment 
and they were published as the first and second Irish records (Kelly & Hutchinson 
1983). How very apt that both Clive and Tom were part of the solution to this 12 year 
old birding conundrum. 

Pallas’s Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus
1968: Youth Hostel, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 23rd October (IBR 16: 45).
Tim Sharrock first noticed this little gem when he was 70 yards away and even at 
that distance he could tell the bird was a Phylloscopus warbler with two wing-bars. 
It was constantly on the move about the Youth Hostel garden sometimes coming 
within touching distance, very often darting about a Sycamore picking insects from 
the undersides of its leaves, it just had to be a Pallas’s Warbler. 
At one point it was chased by a Sparrowhawk, but Tim managed to scare off the 
hawk with some very loud clapping. Later he was joined by Ken Preston and both 
enjoyed close views for a little over an hour during which time they were able to 
compare and contrast the warbler with both Goldcrest and Firecrest that were pre-
sent in the garden at the same time (Sharrock & Preston 1969).

Pic. 040.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe of 

Lesser White-fronted Goose with
Greenland White-fronted Geese,

WWR, Wexford,
March 1969.
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Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus
1969: Adult, Wexford Wildfowl Reserve (WWR), North Slob, Wexford, 23rd & 30th 
March  (IBR 17: 28).
Found by Oscar Merne (the Head Warden at the WWR from 1968 to 1977, later 
moving to NPWS Research HQ where he was responsible for bird research and con-
servation throughout the country) in the company of a small group of Greenland 
White-fronted Geese in a relatively dry and sandy field on the North Slob known as 
‘Cow’s Raven‘, where he watched it for about three minutes from a distance of about 
30 yards (Pic. 040).
It was early evening and the light was poor with overcast skies, nevertheless Oscar 
managed to take in all its distinguishing features in a short space of time. The pres-
ence of the accompanying Greenland White-fronted Geese (including one standing 
directly behind the smaller goose) was a big help allowing a direct comparison, es-
pecially noticeable was the smaller size, the extent of black on the belly, the shorter 
and neater bill and in particular the more extensive white frontal shield, which was 
what attracted Oscar’s attention to it in the first place as he drove along a track 
at the edge of Cow’s Raven. Unfortunately as he attempted to take a photo of the 
bird the sound of his camera shutter spooked them and they all departed together! 
About a week later what is presumed to have been the same bird was seen by oth-
ers in a different field on the North Slob about one-and-a-half miles distant from 
where Oscar originally found it. 
Its arrival coincided with several Russian White-fronted Geese and it was considered 
likely that they had all arrived together and probably from somewhere in the vicinity 
of the Severn Estuary at the head of the Bristol Channel (possibly WWT Slimbridge, 
where Lesser White-fronted Goose is a rare winter vagrant/visitor). No evidence 
was forthcoming to suggest it was an escape and neither was it carrying a leg-ring 
(Merne 1970). To date this is the sole Irish record.

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica
1969: Adult, Ballyconneely Bay, Galway, 1st July (IBR 17: 45).
While a first-year student at Swansea University, Rob Hume (author, one time chair-
man of the British Birds Rarity Committee and a previous editor of the RSPB’s Birds 
magazine) was invited to join an organised trip to Ireland as part of ‘Operation Sea-
farer’, the first British and Irish seabird census. 
A group of seven volunteers set off on Thursday, 19th June 1969 in the hired Stu-
dents’ Union minibus taking the (then) new ferry service from Swansea to Cork and 
from there drove north to Mayo taking in Clare Island, Inishbofin and Inishturk, 
places they were made very welcome. Next they headed for Achill Island and then 
wandered south via small inlets, islands and sandy beaches that hosted various 
numbers of terns and gulls, eventually arriving at a small island at the western end 
of Ballyconneely Bay on Tuesday, 1st July. It was a dull, misty morning with frequent 
fine rain showers that later on cleared up a little, not bad conditions for this area of 
low rocky headlands, green turf, sand dunes and bright pale sands. There Rob could 
see about 80 Common and 20 Arctic Terns, 25 or more Sandwich Terns, 30 Little 
Terns and one other bird that caught Rob’s eye that right away that he realised was 
a Gull-billed Tern. 
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Pic. 041.
Canada Goose (centre) with Greenland White-fronted Geese,  
North Slob, Wexford, December 1969.
One of two Canada Geese that over-wintered.
Photo: © Oscar Merne.

It stood among the Sandwich Terns and although it was clearly quite similar he no-
ticed through his state of the art Nickel Supra telescope an all-black bill and a head 
with a rounded and complete black cap that came down to the lower edge of the eye 
and curved down smoothly at the rear. Rob could clearly pick out the red legs and 
bills on the Common Terns whereas this tern clearly showed black legs and a thick 
pointed bill that was solidly black. The entire Seafarer group were able to watch it 
for about 15 minutes.
Rob sent his notes to Major Ruttledge who replied with a letter of congratulations,  
letting him know that all his colleagues agreed with his identity of Gull-billed Tern. 
For the 19 year old birder that was quite an eventful time and something he remains 
very proud of to this day.

Canada Goose Branta canadensis
1969: Two, Wexford Wildfowl Reserve, North Slob, Wexford, 27th October to 30th 
April 1970 (IBR 17: 16 & 18: 27). 
Both these birds were found by Oscar Merne in late October and both remained on 
the North Slob for the entire winter of 1969/70 and into the spring of 1970 (Pic. 041). 
Although there are earlier claims these were the first that can be reliably identified 
as vagrant Canada Geese of the nominate form per the IRBC’s Canada Goose review 
(IRBC 2013). 
There were four others present at the same time that were categorised as ‘undeter-
mined Canada/Cackling Geese’, but judged to be genuine vagrants, indeed one of 
this group was considered a very good candidate for the first Cackling Goose and 
probably was. 
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Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii
1970: Wexford Wildfowl Reserve, North Slob, Wexford, 6th October to 28th April 
1971 (IBR 18: 27 & 19: 32).
This bird (Pic. 042) had paired with a Barnacle Goose and they produced four hy-
brid offspring (impossible to say where this occurred but possibly on the Barnacle’s 
breeding grounds in eastern Greenland?). 
A photograph of a party of ‘Canada’ Geese that could not be assigned to either Can-
ada or Cackling that were present on the North Slob the previous winter included 
one that may well have been the same bird (which had also paired with a Barnacle 
Goose and produced two hybrid young) and probably was but the evidence needed 
to confirm it as a first Irish was insufficient.  
Just over six months later on 11th November, a ‘Canada-type’ and Barnacle Goose 
pair with three hybrid young were at Longfield Point, Lough Foyle, Derry/London-
derry (Marsh 1975), raising the possibility they were the Wexford birds relocating 
north?

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola
1970: Immature, The Bann Estuary, Derry/Londonderry, 13th to 14th October (IBR 
18: 36).
It was the bird’s sharp kyikik call that first alerted T.J. Bennett to its presence. He was 
able to watch it at distances down to 30 yards in the company of J.V. and D.T. Don-
aldson and M.H. Pollock for an hour on both days in very good conditions. 
Both Bennett and Pollock submitted full descriptions that described how, when the 
bird banked, they got good clear glimpses of the underwings that showed an overall 
russet colour and a deep chestnut on the coverts. The observers described its flight 
as predominantly Swallow-like but also showing some elements of tern (especially 
Black Tern) and Nightjar [...] especially when wing-beats were suddenly quickened 
and it rose vertically.
An earlier claim of one at Crusheen, Clare in August 1953 (IBR 1: 16) has never been 
verified.

Pic. 042.
Cackling Goose (right), North Slob, Wexford, Winter 1970/71.

Photo: © Tom Ennis.
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Pic. 043.
Dusky Warbler, 
in the hand, December 1970.
Photo: © Malcolm Wright.

Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus
1970: Near Limerick, 5th December (IBR 18: 48-49), found injured.
This bird was picked up injured and taken in to care by Desmond Downes (Pic. 043), 
but sadly died after two days. 
As it had been fitted with a leg-ring, Downes posted the details to the British Muse-
um in order to learn something of its history. It turned out to have been trapped and 
ringed at the Calf of Man Bird Observatory (located on a small island off the south-
ern tip of the Isle of Man in the Irish Sea), the previous 14th May and so became the 
first spring record of this Siberian warbler for western Europe. The remains have 
been deposited with the Natural History Museum.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata
1971: Adult, Ballycotton, Cork, 1st July (Irish Birds 10(4): 558). 
Originally published as a Pectoral Sandpiper (IBR 19: 39). Many years later Dave Mc-
Adams was sorting through some IRBC files in preparation for their transfer to the 
National Biodiversity Data Centre for safe storage, when he noticed a photograph of 
this bird and immediately suspected it was a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. 
The photo (Pic. 044) was accompanied by the finder’s description, which also includ-
ed details of where and when it was found. Dave’s suspicions prompted a review of 
the record by the IRBC and it was accepted as the first Sharp-tailed Sandpiper for 
Ireland and published in the 2016 rare bird report. This replaced the previously ac-
cepted first record, an adult at Tacumshin Lake, Wexford in August 1994.
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Pic. 044.
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, 
Ballycotton, Cork, 
July 1971.
Photo: © Richard T. Mills.

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
1971: Hook Head, Wexford, 12th to 14th October (IBR 19: 53). 
When found by Colm Moore (one time member of the Irish Records Panel and later  
of the Comité Português Raridades [Portuguese Rarities Committee]) the bird was 
sitting half way up a slightly thorny ditch on Hook Head. It then flew to a beet field 
where it quickly disappeared in the ploughed up ground, presumably hidden among 
the furrows. 
Colm refound it on the 14th back in the same thorny ditch, but it seemed to prefer 
the beet field as that’s where it spent most of the time and where it remained elusive 
most of the time, just flying up to land briefly on some overhead wires once. Later 
that day it was flushed by dogs and taking flight was last seen departing to the east. 
Further searches on both the 15th and 16th failed to find the bird that presumably 
had left the area. The wind was northerly when Colm found it, but that was follow-
ing several days of westerlies. This was the third record for the Western Palearctic. 
To date there are just three other records, two at Cape Clear Island, one in Sep-
tember 1982 and another in October 2003, with the most recent at Fanad Head, 
Donegal in September 2020.  

Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris
1972: Belfast Harbour Estate, Down, 21st January (Ennis et al. 2021), shot.
This bird was shot by a wildfowler who subsequently brought it to the attention of 
Tom Ennis and later kindly donated the specimen to the Ulster Museum where it 
now resides as a study skin (Pic. 045). 
The identity was established at Aberdeen University in 2020 by Professor J. Martin 
Collinson’s Team using DNA analysis (see also first Taiga Bean account for more 
details on page 25). This recently confirmed identification predates the previously 
accepted first Irish record of two at Braganstown, Louth by almost 22 years.
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Pic. 045.
Tundra Bean Goose skin, 

Ulster Museum, Belfast,
Photo: © Tom Ennis.

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
1973: Juvenile, near Garrison, Fermanagh, 11th January (IBR 21: 12, Irish Birds 5(4): 
456), shot. 
Shot by a County Fermanagh farmer who claimed it was attacking his chickens and 
was originally identified as a White-tailed Sea Eagle by Dr. Robert Nash of the Ulster 
Museum. 
In mid-1990 a picture of the specimen was brought to the attention of Dave Allen 
(then of the RSPB, now an Ecological Consultant with Allen & Mellon Environmental) 
by Joe Magee, the RSPB’s warden in Fermanagh, however Dave wasn’t convinced it 
was a White-tailed Eagle. He was aware that just a few years earlier at Ballymacel-
ligot, Kerry, a bird that was initially believed to be a Golden Eagle, later as a White-
tailed Eagle, was eventually identified as a juvenile Bald Eagle (then the first and only 
record of the species in the Western Palearctic). Dave wondered if this odd-looking 
bird might also prove to be a Bald Eagle, and he made arrangements to examine the 
specimen, which was still in the possession of the farmer who had shot it.
At this point it was also seen by Bob Scott and measured by Martin Gray (both RSPB 
at the time) and their collective notes were sent to Pete Colston at the Natural Histo-
ry Museum in London, who quickly confirmed it as a juvenile Bald Eagle. When it was 
examined some grains of chicken feed were found on its body, perhaps confirming 
the farmer’s story? The mounted specimen now resides in the vaults of the Ulster 
Museum, Belfast (Pic. 046). This was the first record for the Western Palearctic.
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Pic. 046.
Bald Eagle, 
Ulster Museum, Belfast.
Photo: © Willie McDowell.

An eagle that was found at Ballymacelligot, Kerry on 18th November 1987, was ini-
tially believed to be a Golden Eagle, but after this exhausted and weak bird was 
taken into care it was re-identified as a White-tailed Eagle. However, when Killian 
Mullarney (renowned artist, who along with Dan Zetterström illustrated the Collins 
Bird Guide and joint author with Peter Grant of The New Approach to Identification) 
saw a photograph of the bird in The Cork Examiner taken by Richard Mills he realised 
the tail pattern did not look quite right for juvenile White-tailed Eagle and wondered 
if it might actually be a Bald Eagle?
After receiving some detailed advice from raptor expert Dick Forsman, Killian trav-
elled to Kerry in the company of Alyn Walsh of the NPWS to carry out an inspection 
of the live bird. This examination established that it was indeed a juvenile Bald Eagle 
(Pics. 047-048), which at that time was the first known occurrence in the Western 
Palearctic, but was pre-dated a few years later when it was realised that the Garrison 
bird, obtained in 1973, was also a Bald Eagle.
When it was captured near Castleisland the eagle weighed just six pounds. During 
a period of recuperation it put on five pounds and was then considered ready for 
repatriation. On Tuesday, 22nd December 1987 it was returned to the USA on board 
Aer Lingus flight EI-ASJ and was released back to the wild in Massachusetts. The Bald 
Eagle is the national bird of the United States of America. To date both these Irish 
birds are the only Western Palearctic records of this Nearctic sea-eagle. An adult 
bird seen on Anglesey, Wales in October 1978 was not considered to be a genuine 
vagrant (British Birds 73: 530).
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Pics. 047-048.
Juvenile Bald Eagle, Ballymacelligot, Kerry, November 1987.
Photos: © Richard T. Mills.

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis
1973: Male, Kinnego Bay, Oxford Island, Lough Neagh, Armagh, 16th March to 16th 
April and 26th June (Culbert & Furphy 1978). 
When first noticed by R. Walter Culbert it was skulking in reedbeds and the views he 
got were not sufficient to identify the bird. A few days later Walter and Joe Furphy 
saw the bird on open water and identified it as a male Ruddy Duck in winter plum-
aged. It remained faithful to Kinnego Bay until 16th April. 
On 26th June while undertaking a census of Great Crested Grebes at nearby Closet 
Bay (also on Lough Neagh), Walter found what he presumed to be the same bird, 
now in breeding plumage. Later still an adult female with four young were observed 
from 1st to 10th October in Closet Bay, these presumed to be its mate and offspring.
Ruddy Duck is a North American stiff-tail that became naturalised and self-sustain-
ing following the escape of fully winged individuals from wildfowl collections in Brit-
ain (Hudson 1976). It is now very rare, possibly as a result of culling undertaken 
since 2005 to reduce the possibility of inter-breeding with the vulnerable White-
headed Duck.

Frigatebird Fregata sp.
1973: Probably a male, off Cape Clear Island, Cork, 24th August (IBR 21: 8).
Dave Smith and Chris Husband were enjoying a passage of Great Shearwaters dur-
ing an early morning seawatch from Blanan when a strange bird was observed ap-
proaching out of the mist from the southwest. It gave the impression of a pair of 
extremely long wings flying a body. The bird then disappeared in a fog bank for a 
short interval before reappearing in full view for about ten minutes at ranges down 
to half a mile. They both soon realised it was a frigatebird*.
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Pic. 049.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe of 
Frigatebird with Gannets,
off Cape Clear Island, Cork,
August 1973.

During the period of observation it was often in the company of Gannets (Pic. 049), 
allowing for direct comparisons. It was about two and a half times longer but much 
less bulky than Gannet. During flapping flight it displayed a very deliberate stroke, 
reminiscent of a raptor. It spent much of the time gliding in complete circles, several 
times swooping down to dip at the surface of the water before rising back to its 
former height. It was last seen heading southwest disappearing back in to the same 
fog bank (Husband & Smith 1975).
 * None of the four frigatebirds recorded in Ireland have been identified to species. The most likely candidate 
is Magnificent Frigatebird but Ascension Frigatebird can not be ruled out.

White-billed Diver Gavia adamsii
1974: Lough Hyne (aka Lough Ine), Cork, 3rd February (IBR 22: 5).
Tom Kelly and Ken Preston were undertaking a routine count of birds at Lough Hyne 
when Tom noticed a very large diver swimming on the lee side of the lake that was 
not one of the regularly occurring diver species he was familiar with. Its most strik-
ing feature was the large distinctly upturned pale lemon yellow bill. 
They both watched it fishing near the western shore of the lake for about 30 minutes 
at distances down to 50 yards, noticing that each dive was preceded by a short jump 
similar to Great Northern Diver (Kelly & Preston 1975). Both submitted full descrip-
tions that were examined and accepted as White-billed Diver by independent refer-
ees D.M. Brun and J.R. Mather.

Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis
1974: Adult male, Port Oriel, Clogher Head, Louth, 20th to 21st May (IBR 22: 19).
Jim Dowdall and Jim Fitzharris travelled to Clogher Head in the hope of seeing a 
Serin, which had been found there the previous day by Colm Moore. The first Irish 
Serin had been taken by bird catchers south of Dublin as far back as 1893 (see page 
28). Over 80 years later the Clogher Head bird was only the fourth Irish record and a 
much sought after tick for the two young birders who had to overcome the difficulty 
of a Dublin bus strike to reach their destination. 
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Pic. 050.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe of 

Rock Thrush,
Clogher Head, Louth,

May 1974.

After spending some time searching in vain for the Serin they decided to try their 
luck with a seawatch, which also proved to be a fruitless exercise. So while thinking 
about calling it a day Jim Dowdall was flabbergasted when his casual gaze just hap-
pened upon an adult male Rock Thrush sitting on the hill above Port Oriel and in 
that moment all their earlier disappointments vanished (Pic. 050). The following day, 
Colm Moore and Major Ruttledge also managed to see the bird (Dowdall & Fitzharris 
1975, Dowdall et al. 1975). There is just one other record, a first-winter at Kilbaha, 
Clare in September 1995.

Gadfly-petrel Pterodroma sp*.
1974: Off Blanan, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 5th September (IBR 23: 6, Irish Birds 6(1): 
65).
Jim Enticott, Chris Cook and Pete Ewins were coming to the end of a rather unevent-
ful seawatch from the top of Blanan. At this point Jim’s thoughts were beginning to 
turn to a pint of Murphy’s stout in Paddy Burke’s pub when he picked up a seabird 
approaching from the east at a distance of about three-quarter’s of a mile. 
He alerted the others and they watched it in excellent light heading west for about 
two minutes until it disappeared from view. They all agreed it wasn’t anything they 
had ever seen before! Reference material in the Observatory was not very compre-
hensive, although it provided sufficient details to allow them reach the conclusion 
that it was a Pterodroma petrel and probably a Soft-plumaged Petrel, despite their 
bird lacking the predicted breast-band. 
A week later Jim Enticott sailed on the SS Nevasa from Dublin, bound for Atlantic 
seaboard ports and islands. While the vessel was approaching Madeira on 21st Sep-
tember Jim saw and photographed birds similar to the Cape Clear bird of two weeks 
previous. Once home he visited the Natural History Museum in London where he 
examined 26 Soft-plumaged Petrel specimens, noticing the complete breast-band 
to be more usual on Souther Hemisphere birds (Enticott 1999). 
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Pic. 051.
Indian House Crow, 

Dunmore East, Waterford,
November 1974.

Photo: © John Lovatt.

He submitted his combined notes to the IRBC and the record was accepted and 
published as not positively identified, but probably a Soft-plumaged Petrel, which no 
doubt reflected the limited understanding of North Atlantic Pterodroma taxonomy 
back then. It would be some time before a clearer picture emerged.
* Irish records of gadfly petrels have not been specifically identified to date. One or more of the three North 
Atlantic Pterodroma petrels are the most likely candidates, i.e. Zino’s P. madeira, Fea’s P. feae and Desertas 
Petrels P. deserta.

Indian House Crow Corvus splendens
1974: Dunmore East, Waterford, 3rd September to 26th October 1980 (Irish Birds 
6(3): 402 & 7(4): 573). 
As he strolled along the pier at Dunmore East an unfamiliar call attracted the atten-
tion of Killian Mullarney, who was visiting the fishing port in the company of Oran 
O’Sullivan and John Lovatt. The call was made by a crow perched on the rigging 
of a trawler berthed in the harbour, but it was clearly no ordinary crow (Pic. 051). 
As nothing similar was depicted in a European field guide they speculated it might 
be a hybrid or an escape? Certainly it was tame enough to suggest that possibility, 
however it was not carrying a ring nor did its plumage show any obvious signs of 
previous captivity.
On their return to Dublin the puzzle was solved in the pages of Derek Goodwin’s 
Birds of the World that showed a colour photograph of a House Crow and the ac-
companying text referred to the species habit of stowing away on ships (Mullarney 
et al. 2000). Although it remained in the area for just over six years, sightings were 
infrequent and it could go missing for long periods. Assumed to have been ship as-
sisted it was assigned to Category D2. One other long-staying bird was at Cobh, Cork 
from September 2010 to July 2012, which was also assumed to have arrived by ship.
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Cattle Egret Lotus index
1976: Kilkerran Lake, near Galley Head, Cork, 7th March (Irish Birds 1(1): 73).
This bird was in a field adjacent to Kilkerran Lake when it was disturbed and took 
flight. Dave McAdams, who was walking the lake’s shore at the time, saw the bird 
and identified it as a Cattle Egret. It attempted to continue across the lake but was 
unable to make any progress against the gale force head winds that ultimately 
made it turn back and circle the field again. Following a couple of failed attempts to 
land it finally departed, eventually disappearing over a nearby hill (McAdams 1979). 
Three weeks later a Cattle Egret was at Broad Lough, Wicklow but despite the possi-
bility it was the Kilkerran bird relocating it was published as the second Irish record. 
An unprecedented influx of 223 Cattle Egrets took place from late 2007 continuing 
throughout 2008 with some few stragglers remaining in to 2009. 

Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata
1976: Cotter’s Garden, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 6th to 12th October (Irish Birds 1(1): 
95 & 9(2): 279).
About midday on Wednesday, 6th October 1976, Mike Terry found a warbler in Cot-
ter’s Garden, which he identified as a Yellow-browed Warbler, but this was based 
on less than satisfactory views. Later Jim Fitzharris, Jim Dowdall, Tony Lancaster and 
Ian Burrows searched for the bird, eventually finding it about 15:30 and with better 
views realised it was not a Yellow-browed. Closer examination revealed it to be an 
American wood warbler and most likely a member of the, now defunct, genus Den-
droica. Comprehensive notes were taken by them, as well as by others that came to 
check it out. Later on and following independent reference to the available literature 
the bird was identified as a Blackpoll Warbler (Pic. 052). It remained faithful to Cot-
ter’s Garden until the following Tuesday and was trapped and ringed on 9th October 
(Fitzharris 1977). The bird arrived following a period of strong southwesterly winds 
and was found just 24 hours before the first Irish Myrtle Warbler was discovered in 
the same place. It was the 13th record for the Western Palearctic.

Pic. 052.
Field-sketch made 

by © Killian Mullarney of 
Blackpoll Warbler,

Cape Clear Island, Cork,
October 1976.
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Myrtle Warbler Setophaga coronata
1976: Cotter’s Garden and Post Office, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 7th to 8th October  
(Irish Birds 1(1): 95).
Ian Burrows, Jim Fitzharris and Jim Dowdall were in Cotter’s Garden waiting for bet-
ter views of the Blackpoll Warbler, found there the previous day, when Ian noticed 
an unfamiliar warbler in some Elders about ten metres away. A quick inspection of 
its features suggested Myrtle Warbler (aka Yellow-rumped Warbler) and this was 
confirmed when the bird raised its wings to reveal its yellow rump. It was extremely 
active and observed only briefly over a period of about one hour before it departed 
Cotter’s and became lost to view. 
Later that afternoon it was refound by Joe Breen in the Post Office garden, remain-
ing there for the rest of that day and throughout Friday and this time obliged with 
close views as it fed in the short grass in the company of Meadow Pipits. However, 
on 9th October some of its feathers were found near the Post Office, suggesting it 
had been taken and probably by a Sparrowhawk (Burrows 1977). A very sad end for 
a first Irish record. This was the sixth record for the Western Palearctic.

Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Iduna pallida
1977: Dursey Island, Cork, 16th September (Irish Birds 7(2): 241-250), trapped.
The very first time Derek Scott took the cable car out to Dursey Island he was in the 
company of Daryl Howell, an American friend who had called in to see Derek and 
Joanna Scott near Castletownbere on his way back from Iran to the USA. 
There was not much about but remarkably in an old wall near the western end of 
the island they found a very tired Olivaceous Warbler. This was a species they both 
knew well, being one of the commonest in Tehran gardens where they had lived for 
several years. However, fearing that no-one would believe them, Daryl took off his 
jacket and threw it over the bird, which was then photographed, measured and later 
released (Pic. 053). 

Pic. 053.
Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, 
Dursey Island, Cork,
September 1977.
Photo: © Derek Scott.
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It was published as the first Olivaceous Warbler for Ireland (subsequently renamed 
Eastern Olivaceous Warbler following the splitting of its eastern and western forms 
as full species). 
Had it not been for this extraordinary event Derek has said that he might never 
have returned to live on Dursey, in which case its unlikely that any of the mega rare 
birds found in his and Joanna’s garden would have been discovered and enjoyed 
by so many, such as Dark-eyed Junco (2015), Sardinian Warbler (2014), Arctic War-
bler (2013), Wilson’s Warbler (2013), Blyth’s Reed Warbler (2010), Blackpoll Warbler 
(2006) and Dartford Warbler (1999).
There have been two others since then, both at Cape Clear Island, one in September 
and October 1999 and another in September and October 2006 that was presumed 
taken by a cat.

Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus
1977: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 12th to 19th October (Irish Birds 1(2): 265).
About midday on Wednesday, 12th October 1977, Killian Mullarney noticed a small 
pale chat near the old farmhouse on Great Saltee Island. Initially, just the head and 
breast were showing and despite its distinctive chat-like appearance Killian’s first 
impression was of a Red-breasted Flycatcher. Its overall paleness suggested Whin-
chat but the absence of a supercilium ruled that out. Taking flight it became even 
more interesting as it showed a large pale rump (Pic. 054).

Pic. 054.
Field-sketch made 
by © Killian Mullarney of 
Siberian Stonechat,
Great Saltee, Wexford,
October 1977.
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It spent several hours moving about central parts of Saltee, before coming to settle 
in an area of bracken near the old farmhouse. During its eight day stay on Saltee it 
was closely studied (Mullarney 1978). Detailed notes and photographs were sent to 
I.S. Robinson, who had no doubt it was an ‘Eastern’ Stonechat (then one of the many 
subspecies of Common Stonechat, since raised to full species status), now known 
as Siberian Stonechat.

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla
1977: First-year, Moore Hall, Lough Carra Forest, Mayo, 8th December (Irish Birds 
2(1): 118), found dead. 
The carcass remained unidentified until reference was made to R.T. Patterson’s A 
Field Guide to the Birds revealing it to be an Ovenbird. The skin was prepared by 
N. Stronach and forwarded to P.J. Morgan (then Keeper of Zoology at the National 
Museum of Wales) for verification. Morgan confirmed the identity, further adding 
that it was a first-year bird of the nominate race (Wilson 1980). The skin was later 
returned to the Natural History Museum. This was the second record for the West-
ern Palearctic after one at Out Skerries, Shetland in October 1973 that probably 
departed Shetland hitching a ride on the deck of a fishing vessel!
There are two other Irish records and both were in Cork, a first-winter at Dursey 
Island in September 1990 and another on Mizen Head in September 2014. 

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor
1978: Adult, Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 30th to 31st May (Irish Birds 1(3): 445).
Found by E.P. (Ted) Kingston (then Warden at the Wexford Wildfowl Reserve) who 
did not fully realise the significance of the record. Fortunately Clare Lloyd, who was 
also on the island, did and ensured that Ted submitted a description. 
A first-year bird on Cape Clear Island in September 1962 was originally published as 
the first Lesser Grey Shrike but following a reassessment was later correctly identi-
fied as a Woodchat Shrike.   

Pic. 055.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe of 

Black-and-White Warbler,
Cape Clear Island, Cork,

October 1978.
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Black-and-White Warbler Mniotilta varia
1978: The Waist and South Harbour, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 18th October (Irish 
Birds 1(3): 446).
In the early evening of Wednesday, 18th October 1978, Jean Lawman was birding in 
The Waist, Cape Clear Island with Ray Lawman and R.S. Thomas when she flushed 
a bird showing an overall black and white pattern that was unfamiliar to her. It flew 
rapidly away, soon disappearing out of sight around a bend in the road. Fortunately, 
they soon relocated it flitting about on rocks above the beach at Ineerbeg, South 
Harbour (Pic. 055). 
At this point, better and closer views were had down to ten feet and they noted a 
bird about the size of a Dunnock that showed a black and white pattern on the head, 
back and wings, slate grey primaries, white crown stripe, black eye-stripe, white su-
percilium, grey rump and tail with small white patches on the upper-tail, grey-brown 
legs and yellowish feet. It then flew the short distance to the beach. Others soon 
arrived and the bird was identified as a Black-and-White Warbler. It was extremely 
mobile throughout and for the next hour or so it proceeded along the shore in the 
direction of the Youth Hostel. 
Most of the time it was crouched down keeping close to the rocks, hopping and 
flitting along, often landing on vertical surfaces with its head pointed downwards, 
somewhat reminiscent of a Nuthatch. It was feeding voraciously on insects in the 
manner of a flycatcher and despite its striking appearance could be difficult to pick 
out at times, being well camouflaged against the lichen covered rocks (Preston & 
Lawman 1979). This was the sixth record for the Western Palearctic. 
One other since, a female at Loughermore Forest, Derry/Londonderry for three 
days from the end of September in to October 1984.  

Pic. 056.
Field-sketch made by © Killian Mullarney of 

Olive-backed Pipit, Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 
21st October 1978.
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Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni
1978: Great Saltee Island, Wexford, 21st October (Irish Birds 1(4): 582).
Tony Lancaster and Killian Mullarney flushed a pipit from an area of tussocky grass 
near the Royal Throne on Great Saltee (Pic. 056). They were soon joined by Mike Ter-
ry, Oran O’Sullivan and Jim Fitzharris and having watching the bird for an hour and a 
half concluded it was either a Tree or an Olive-backed Pipit but some inconsistences 
with both needed resolving before the identity could be reached.
Thereafter Killian undertook an investigation to solve the Saltee pipit riddle that 
included referencing published notes and photos, seeking expert opinion and a visit 
to the Natural History Museum to examine pipit skins, all of which left no doubt it 
was an Olive-backed Pipit (Mullarney 1980a).

Black Brant Branta bernicla nigricans
1978: Two, Strangford Lough, Down, 10th November (Irish Birds 3(2): 299), one re-
mained to 18th November and the other to 30th December.
What are presumed to be the same individuals returned (sometimes singly or some-
times together) over a number of years until both were last seen in September 1987 
at Castle Espie, Strangford Lough, Down. Black Brant is the northwestern Canadian 
Arctic, Alaskan and northeastern Siberian form of Brent Goose.

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon
1978: First-winter female, River Bunree, Ballina, Mayo, 10th December to 1st Febru-
ary 1979 (Irish Birds 1(3): 437 & 1(4): 574), shot. 
While walking by the River Bunree (a tributary of the River Moy) John Donnelly no-
ticed a strange bird perched on a tree overlooking the river. Although realising it 
was a kingfisher he was unable to find anything resembling it in any field guide he 
consulted. 

Pic. 057.
Coloured field-sketch made by © Killian Mullarney of 
Belted Kingfisher, 
River Bunree, Mayo,
February 1979.
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Pic. 058.
Belted Kingfisher, 
Natural History Museum, 
Dublin.
Photo: © Brian McCloskey.
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After seeing it on two further occasions, John wrote to Jim Fitzharris (Secretary of the 
Irish Records Panel and current Chairman of BirdWatch Ireland) with a description 
of the bird that included sketches, leaving Jim in no doubt the bird was a Belted King-
fisher (Pic. 057). John enjoyed further sightings in January 1979 and in early February 
a group of Dublin birders travelled to see it and were rewarded with great views as it 
fished and loafed about on a perch over the river. All seemed well, but after they left 
a local man disgracefully shot the bird. The Irish Wildbird Conservancy (now known 
as BirdWatch Ireland) successfully pursued a conviction against the shooter. The 
mounted specimen is on display in the Natural History Museum, Dublin (Mullarney 
1981), (Pic. 058). This was the fourth record for the Western Palearctic.
There are two 19th century Belted Kingfisher records that are not considered genu-
ine vagrants, however that might just reflect the general consensus of the time that 
trans-Atlantic vagrancy was unlikely, although it has also been suggested that both 
escaped from the same cage. One was shot at Annsbrook, Meath in October 1845 
and the other (probably) on the River Cloghoge, Wicklow in November 1845.

Whistling Swan Cygnus columbianus columbianus
1978: Lough Gill, Kerry, 31st December to 1st February 1979 (Irish Birds 1(4): 562).
Frank King was watching wildfowl at Lough Gill when he saw a swan with what ap-
peared to be an all black bill. Although conditions were dull and cloudy Frank was 
certain he could not find any trace of yellow in the bill and concluded he had just 
found a Whistling Swan, especially as he could clearly pick out yellow on the bills of 
Whooper Swans that were much further off. The bird fed on its own just off a jetty 
on the eastern side of the lake about 120 yards from where Frank was parked.
When he next saw the bird early in 1979 the light was perfect and the bill appeared 
to be entirely black to the naked eye, which had the effect of making it appear pro-
portionately larger than those on some Bewick’s Swans that had arrived at Lough 
Gill in the interim. Using binoculars Frank noticed a very small yellow mark just in 
front of the eye, but this only when the bird turned its head to a certain angle. 

He saw the bird a couple more times and always in the same spot and always on its 
own. However in early February there was extremely heavy rain and flash flooding 
in the Castlegregory area and when Frank visited the lough on 3rd February the wa-
ter level had risen considerably and the swans had departed. When they eventually 
returned in smaller numbers, the Whistling Swan was not with them, nor anytime 
after that. The polytypic Tundra Swan is comprised of the Old World Bewick’s and 
New World Whistling Swans.

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis
1979: Adult and first-winter, Belmullet, Mayo, 4th February (Irish Birds 1(4): 572), the 
adult remained until 28th April and the first-winter to 17th August.
While watching a group of about 50 gulls loafing on a small pool outside Belmullet, 
Killian Mullarney noticed a medium sized bird at the far corner of the pool that he 
immediately suspected was a Ring-billed Gull from North America. 
It resembled a first-winter Common Gull but was larger than any of the adult Com-
mon Gulls present and was rather pale with a proportionally longer and thicker bill 
and in some ways resembled a Herring Gull in second-summer plumage (Pic. 059). 
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Just an hour later and while Killian was still watching the immature bird, an adult 
Common-type Gull approached from the northwest and landed on the pool but 
soon departed. Both were observed on subsequent occasions by Killian and others 
and a full set of descriptions were sent to Peter Grant (author of Gulls, a guide to 
identification and joint author with Killian Mullarney of The New Approach to Identifi-
cation) for his expert opinion and he replied there was not the slightest doubt that 
both the immature and adult birds were Ring-billed Gulls (Mullarney 1980b). There-
after, Ring-billed Gull has been recorded in every subsequent year.

Black Kite Milvus migrans
1980: Garryvoe and Ballycotton, Cork, 20th April to 13th May (Irish Birds 6(1): 71).
First seen by a Ballycotton resident who alerted local birders after which it was iden-
tified by Dennis O’Sullivan, who saw it at least twice. Several others who observed 
the bird submitted descriptions, however widely differing details of some of its fea-
tures confused matters and caused the record to be rejected first time around. 
Some years later and after several other Black Kites had been recorded in Ireland, 
Pat Smiddy (who was one of those who saw it in 1980) set out building a case for its 
acceptance and recognition as the first Irish, and as a consequence the IRBC under-
took a review and reversed its earlier decision. There is no doubt its rightful place as 
the first Irish Black Kite was down to efforts made by Pat Smiddy.

Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides
1980: Dernish Island Causeway, Shannon, Clare, 17th to 23rd June (Irish Birds 2(2): 
225), trapped.
On a visit to Shannon Airport Lagoon and Derinish Island to undertake some routine 
ringing Phil Brennan heard a continuous reeling sound coming from an area of high 
reeds near the edge of the lagoon, that he initially judged to be somewhat similar to 
Grasshopper Warbler, and in that moment Phil realised it must be a Savi’s Warbler.

Pic. 059.
Field-sketch made by © Killian Mullarney of
first-winter Ring-billed Gull,
Belmullet, Mayo, 
February 1979.
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Pic. 060.
Coloured field-sketch 

made by © Killian Mullarney of
Pied Wheatear,

Knockadoon Head, Cork,
November 1980.

Over the next couple of hours he managed only fleeting views of the skulker so in 
order to clinch the identity he erected a mist-net and after a long wait the bird was 
trapped. Phil took a full description and set of measurements, all confirming Savi’s. 
During the first evening when the weather was excellent the bird was very vocal, 
however it turned largely wet and windy after that and the bird became much more 
subdued or even silent, although any sign of brighter conditions at dawn or dusk 
prompted it to resume reeling. Throughout its week-long stay it remained faithful 
to the reeds where it was first discovered, apart from one 24 hour excursion to a 
smaller reedbed about 400 yards away (Brennan 1985).

Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka
1980: First-winter male, Knockadoon Head, Cork, 8th to 16th November (Irish Birds 
2(1): 113), trapped.
While birding at Knockadoon Head, Pat Smiddy and Dennis O’Sullivan decided to 
visit the small harbour and pier located on the northern side of the headland before 
calling it a day. As they walked among some hauled up boats and fishing gear they 
spotted what they assumed to be a Northern Wheatear hop from the beach on to 
a low wall. However they soon realised it was smaller and overall much darker than 
Northern Wheatear and in the fading light they took a description and returned 
home to check the field guides, eventually reaching a tentative identification of Pied 
Wheatear (Pics. 060-061). 
The next day it was seen by many others and their tentative identification was con-
firmed. A single mist-net was set up on the beach and after five minutes the bird was 
trapped. During its nine day stay it constantly fed down among the seaweed and 
beach debris (Smiddy & O’Sullivan 1982).
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Ross’s Gull Rhodostethia rosea
1981: Adult winter, Portavogie, Down, 1st to 2nd January (Irish Birds 2(3): 401).
Early in 1981 the first three records of this enigmatic High Arctic gull occurred over 
a period of just seven weeks with two in County Down and one in County Antrim! It 
all kicked off on New Year’s Day when Guy Hamilton visited Portavogie to check for 
northern gulls. The County Down fishing port had proved very productive for both 
Glaucous and Iceland Gulls over the previous two winters and either of these would 
have done very nicely but his New Year got off to an even better start when he found 
an adult Ross’s Gull that obliged birders by remaining to the following afternoon 
(Pic. 062). 
Any that missed the Portavogie bird were soon given second and third chances. 
Exactly a month later, an adult was found by Anthony McGeehan off Ramore Head, 
Antrim that gave splendid views spending some time in the company of Black-head-
ed Gulls and a single Mediterranean Gull dip-feeding about a small outfall at the 
side of Ramore Head. The third was another adult, also found by Guy Hamilton, 
back at Portavogie on 22nd February, which was clearly a different individual to the 
first (McGeehan 1983). 
An earlier claim from Cape Clear Island, Cork in September 1967 was published as 
the first but a subsequent re-evaluation revealed it to be a Kittiwake.

Pic. 061.
Pied Wheatear, Knockadoon Head, Cork, November 1980.
Photo: © Richard T. Mills.
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Pic. 062.
Coloured field-sketches made by © Killian Mullarney of Ross’s Gull, Portavogie, Down, January 1981.

American Coot Fulica americana
1981: Male, Ballycotton, Cork, 7th February to 4th April (Irish Birds 2(2): 209).
While heading back to the car at the end of a day’s birding around Ballycotton, Clive 
Hutchinson and Tom Kelly bumped in to Donie and Elsie O’Sullivan and their daugh-
ter Kathryn. Donie and Elsie ran O’Sullivan’s Bar on the main street in Ballycotton 
for many years, a focal point for birders visiting the area to meet up for a few pints 
and add their records and comments to the famous logbook the O’Sullivan’s main-
tained. During the conversation that ensued the O’Sullivans mentioned an unusual 
bird they saw the previous day among the Moorhens at a small roadside pool near 
the beach (Pic. 063). 
It most closely resembled a Coot but also showed some characteristics of Moorhen 
such as white undertail-coverts and some red on the rather restricted frontal shield 
and the consensus was that it was probably a hybrid. On the following day all five 
met up at 16:45 and with a little encouragement from bread thrown to attract the 
local Mute Swans and Coots they easily located and watched the mystery bird for a 
few minutes before Clive and Tom headed home. 



Page 83First Irish Records 1800 to 2010, v.1.7 - Joe Hobbs

Pic. 063.
American Coot,
Ballycotton, Cork,
Winter 1980/81.
Photo: © Richard T. Mills.

That evening Clive checked for instances of Coot x Moorhen hybridisation in Birds of 
the Western Palearctic vol. II, but soon abandoned that task when he happened upon 
the illustration of American Coot depicted on plate 69 showing all the features of the 
Ballycotton bird seen earlier in the day and its identity was resolved (Hutchinson et 
al. 1982, 1984). It remained for eight weeks and was enjoyed by a great many. It was 
the fifth record for the Western Palearctic.

Elegant Tern Thalasseus elegans
1982: Greencastle Point, Carlingford Lough, Down, 22nd June to 3rd July, and, pre-
sumed same, Ballymacoda, Cork, 1st August (Irish Birds 3(4): 632). 
RSPB officers Bob Scott and Dave Allen, along with Bill Laird (all in one car) and Joe 
Furphy (in a second car) had travelled to Greencastle with the intention of censusing 
the breeding terns on Green Island in Carlingford Lough, but the atrocious weather 
on the Lough put paid to those plans. While parked up on Pier Road at Greencastle, 
Bob Scott and Dave Allen swapped cars and joined Joe Furphy leaving Bill Laird on 
his own. Joe Furphy then called out that there was an orange billed tern sitting on 
the more southerly of two small sandy islands just off Greencastle Point and at the 
same time Bill Laird came running from the other car with the same news (Pics. 
064-065). 
Initially the bird was identified as a Lesser-crested Tern but it wasn’t long before the 
consensus favoured either Royal or Elegant Tern. Following much correspondence 
and research, the identification of Elegant Tern eventually proved to be acceptable. 
It was usually observed from just west of a boathouse near the Point as it circled 
over both sandy islands displaying to the Sandwich Terns.  
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Pic. 065.
Elegant Tern,

Greencastle, Down,
June 1982.

Photo: © Peter Basterfield.

Pic. 064.
Coloured field-sketch 

made by © Killian Mullarney of
Elegant Tern,

Greencastle, Down,
June 1982.
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Pic. 066.
Coloured field-sketch 
made by © Killian Mullarney of
Marsh Sandpiper,
Tacumshin Lake, Wexford,
August 1982.

Almost one month after it was last seen at Greencastle, Pat Smiddy was taking a 
stroll along Ring Strand, Ballymacoda, near Ballycotton, on a fine clear evening with 
excellent light when he saw an Elegant Tern (presumably the Greencastle bird now 
on the move) among Sandwich Terns that had settled on a favoured sandbank about 
100 metres distant. The terns were moving about a bit and eventually departed the 
beach area to feed in the channel off Pilmore. Despite being searched for the fol-
lowing day it was not seen subsequently. Where it had spent the interim is anyone’s 
guess but probably wandering the Irish Sea making its way slowly south?
This was the second record for the Western Palearctic after one that was found in 
a Sandwich Tern colony at Banc d’Arguin, Gironde, France in June 1974. This bird 
returned to the same colony in most years until at least 1984 and perhaps even 
after that.

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
1982: Juvenile, Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, 7th to 13th August (Irish Birds 2(3): 392).
While scanning a group of waders in a pool at the east end of Tacumshin Lake Jim 
Fitzharris noticed an unusual wader with them. He drew Kieran Grace’s attention to 
it and they both watched it for some time (Pic. 066).  
When first seen it was up to its belly in the water and appeared no bigger than near-
by Dunlin and initial impressions were that of a phalarope, but as soon as the bird 
started feeding in the open it was obviously a Tringa wader with a very delicate build, 
long legs and an elegant gait, and they confidently identified it as Marsh Sandpiper. 
During that day and over the next week it was watched and enjoyed by a number of 
birders (Fitzharris & Grace 1983).
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Grey-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus
1982: First-winter, North Harbour, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 19th October (Irish Birds 
2(3): 403).
Leaving the Bird Observatory on Cape Clear Island about noon, Jim Fitzharris had 
gone but a short distance when his attention was drawn to the level of bird activity 
in and around the graveyard in North Harbour. While scanning the area he first no-
ticed a Robin on the gable end of the ruined church and another bird that dropped 
out of view before he could get anything on it. He moved cautiously to the grave-
yard wall and peeping over it he saw a Robin-sized bird with a streaked breast hop 
in to view, and then promptly turn its back. Suspecting it was a Catharus thrush, he 
moved quietly along the wall to where he could get a better look and identified the 
bird as a Grey-cheeked Thrush. Jim then rushed back to the Obs to alert Eugene 
Archer and both sprinted back to the graveyard where they had to wait a few anx-
ious minutes until they spotted the bird in brambles on the hill just behind where 
they stood. It disappeared again so Jim left Eugene looking for the bird and headed 
off at pace to try to locate the other four birders currently on the island. He soon 
met CCBO warden Tim Collins at Cummer who hurried back to North Harbour.
Meanwhile, back at the ranch, Eugene was standing on a little mound of earth on the 
track behind the graveyard when two birds flashed right past him, the Grey-cheeked 
Thrush and in hot pursuit, a Sparrowhawk! On their second circuit the Sparrow-
hawk knocked the thrush to the ground landing about six feet ahead of Eugene. The 
thrush is now lying on its back with the Sparrowhawk straddling it, talons planted 
on either side of the prone bird. Fortunately, and before the hawk could deliver the 
coup de grace Eugene sprang into action and letting out a blood-curdling cry was 
upon them in two strides. His quick actions spooked the Sparrowhawk causing it to 
depart rapidly minus its lunch. Eugene carefully picked up the thrush in the ringer’s 
grip and said WOW. 

Pics. 067-068.
Grey-cheeked Thrush, North Harbour, Cape Clear Island (left), and in the hand, October 1982.

Photos: © Kieran Grace.
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Pics. 069.
Grey-cheeked Thrush, 
North Harbour, Cape Clear Island, October 1982.
Photo: © Kieran Grace.

Just then he saw Tim rounding the harbour wall and shouted I’ve got it, a Spar-
rowhawk got it and held up the bird so Tim could see it through binoculars. Not 
surprisingly Tim initially assumed the bird was dead but once he got to Eugene was 
amazed and relieved to find it alive and apparently unharmed. They placed the bird 
in a ringer’s collection bag to give it time to (hopefully) recover from the experience 
and then set about trying to help Jim round up other birders on the island. Eugene 
headed off in pursuit of Jim while Tim went next door to the Pottery and used their 
phone to call Paddy Timsey’s shop near the Alderwood with a request to pass on the 
news to any birders he might happen upon. He then returned to the Obs to process 
and ring the bird.
Shortly afterwards, Jim was heading up the hill beside the Youth Hostel when Eu-
gene appeared behind him shouting I got it. To which, Jim replied, Great – good to 
know it has been seen again whereupon Eugene called out No, we GOT it – I caught 
it and we have it in a bag! and briefly regaled Jim with the amazing story of the 
rescue. Jim finally found Tony Lancaster in The Glen by calling his name out loudly 
as visibility was restricted due to the mist and fog that hung around Cape that day. 
Peter Doyle had also returned to the Obs in the interim so that just left one birder 
on the island not yet aware of the bird! 
While all this was taking place, Kieran Grace was birding up the north end in the Al-
derwood. As he emerged back on the road he noticed Paddy Timsey leaning motion-
less on his gate. Some empathic exchange must have taken place as Kieran some-
how surmised he had bird news and approached Paddy who calmly announced, 
there is a rare bird in the North Harbour. Paddy had no further details so there was 
nothing for it but leg it to the North Harbour as quickly as possible, which required 
running the very steep and daunting inclines of the A1. Worse still, he was wearing 
the customary cheap plastic rain-gear of the era ensuring the dreadful combination 
of the fear of missing the mystery bird and perspiration in equal measure. On the 
way he passed the postman who enquired if he was training for the marathon - his 
reply is not repeatable.
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Pic. 070.
Coloured field-sketch made by © Killian Mullarney of

Radde’s Warbler,
Hook Head, Wexford,

October 1982.

Kieran need not have worried as on his arrival at the Obs, he found Tim still process-
ing the bird (which on close examination appeared to be unharmed) with all of the 
other birders on Cape admiring it. Once completed they took the thrush to an area 
of bracken below Cotter’s Bar and released it. It flew across the field and settled in a 
stone wall cavity where it sat immobile for a short while, then took off disappearing 
in to the gorse and bracken and was never seen again. In an era when there were 
no mobile phones it was quite amazing that all the birders on the island saw the 
bird, due in no small measure to Eugene’s serendipitous intervention and Jim’s de-
termined efforts to round up all the birders on Cape (Fitzharris 1983). This was the 
20th record for the Western Palearctic (Pics. 067-069).

Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi
1982: Slade Lane, Hook Head, Wexford, 30th October (Irish Birds 2(3): 405).
It became obvious to Killian Mullarney that an impressive fall of migrants had taken 
place at Hook Head that included over 40 Black Redstarts, 30 Chiffchaffs, 20 Black-
caps, three Lesser Whitethroats, two Firecrests, a Reed Warbler and a late Willow 
Warbler. Earlier in the day, conditions were far from ideal with continuous rain but 
as the morning wore on the rain ceased and the weather improved. At about 11:30 
Killian was waiting to see a Chiffchaff that was calling from somewhere in a hedge 
when he noticed a wing-flicking warbler moving through the same thicket. First im-
pressions were that of a Chiffchaff but that was when the bird was 35 metres away 
and had its back to him. 
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However, once it turned and showed itself, a very conspicuous supercilium behind 
the eye and rather pale and large feet became obvious and Killian immediately sus-
pected it was a Radde’s Warbler, but before he had a chance to investigate any 
further it disappeared deeper into the shadows. He took a chance and moved in 
closer and to his great relief the bird reappeared low down in the hedge, then briefly 
perched out in the open on a stone, giving a view that satisfied Killian it was indeed 
a Radde’s Warbler (Pic. 070). Others present on Hook were alerted and the bird was 
watched for the next two hours (Mullarney 1984).

Forster’s Tern Sterna forsteri
1982: First-winter, Sandymount Strand and Dublin Bay, 21st November to early Feb-
ruary 1983 (Irish Birds 2(3): 401).
Along with Oran O’Sullivan, Jim Fitzharris was birding near the Merrion Gates en-
trance to Sandymount Strand where they met Killian Mullarney and Eugene Archer. 
All four were scanning the large roost of gulls for which the site is well-known when 
Jim spotted an interesting looking tern resting on the beach. While not that unusual 
nowadays, back in the early 1980s a wintering tern in Ireland was very rare and the 
few that turned up usually turned out to be Sandwich Terns. This bird was particu-
larly striking, resembling a mix of Common and Arctic Terns in overall structure but 
its most distinctive feature was a pale head with a black mask extending back from 
the eye and turning down at the nape. 
Not sure what it was but recognising it as something extremely rare, Jim literally 
dragged Killian from his car and asked him to look at the bird and he quickly identi-
fied it as a Forster’s Tern from North America (Pic. 071). All present then enjoyed ex-
cellent views of the bird on the ground and in flight. It was searched for the next day 
but not seen, however later in the week it was relocated near the Great South Wall 
and thereafter spent most of the winter around south Dublin Bay until last seen in 
February 1983. Unlike many subsequent records that appear to return to the same 
location over a number of (mainly) winters, this individual did not.  

Pic. 071.
Coloured field-sketch made by © Killian Mullarney of 
Forster’s Tern, 
Sandymount Strand, Dublin,
November 1982.
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Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola
1982: Adult, North Slob, Wexford, 3rd to 4th December (Irish Birds 3(3): 481), trapped, 
held overnight but sadly died the following day.
Alyn Walsh trapped a small warbler in a mist-net that he realised was something 
very unusual especially as he found the state of its moult quite puzzling, i.e. the fifth 
primary was absent on both wings. As it was nearing sunset and the bird was clearly 
undernourished, Alyn decided to postpone examining the bird and instead housed 
it overnight with a supply of food and water. 
Shortly after daybreak the following morning, and in the company of Oscar Merne, 
Alyn began a detailed examination but unfortunately it died. Once the carcass was 
weighed and the sternum and pectoral area examined it was obvious the bird was 
extremely emaciated and would not have survived the night outside (Merne & Walsh 
1988). The specimen is preserved in the Natural History Museum, Dublin.
After consulting both Svensson (1975) and Williamson (1976), Paddyfield Warbler 
appeared to be the most likely candidate and this was confirmed following further 
investigations of the relevant literature. It was later presented to the Natural History 
Museum (Pics. 072-073).  

Pics. 072-073.
Paddyfield Warbler,
North Slob, Wexford,
December 1983.
Photos: © Killian Mullarney.
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Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis
1983: Central Bog, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 10th to 11th September (Irish Birds 2(4): 
577). 
Crossing Central Bog on Cape Clear Island about midday on Saturday, 10th Septem-
ber 1983, Tom Murphy flushed a Northern Waterthrush, which flew to a gorse bush 
some distance away, but was immediately driven into cover by one of Cape Clear’s 
belligerent Robins. Sometime later it was relocated nearby at a place where cattle 
came to drink and it remained faithful to this area until it was last seen late the fol-
lowing evening (Preston & Murphy 1984). This was the sixth record for the Western 
Palearctic.
There is just one other in August 2008, also in Central Bog that was found while bird-
ers were searching the bog for a Solitary Sandpiper that had flown close overhead 
as they watched an American Yellow Warbler! One of those days that birders can 
only dream about.

Northern Parula Setophaga americana
1983: First-winter male, Firkeel, West Beara, Cork, 19th to 24th October (Irish Birds 
2(4): 576). 
British birders Tim Laws and W.M. Jones had spent the day driving about the Ring of 
Kerry and decided to finish off their day’s birding around Firkeel Glen. Lady luck was 
about to smile on them as after an hour Jones found the fifth Irish Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak. As they watched the grosbeak another smaller bird was noticed in the 
same bush. The Shell Guide to the Birds of Britain and Ireland was consulted, which 
fortunately included a section on vagrants and it was confidently identified as a 
Northern Parula. 
Not knowing any of the local birders to make them aware of what they had just 
found, they departed west Cork and drove to Ballycotton and O’Sullivan’s Pub where 
they passed on the news, and it was only then that they learned it was a first Irish 
record (Laws 1985). Fortunately it hung around for a further five days giving every-
one a chance to catch up with it. It was the 12th record for the Western Palearctic. 
There have been two others since, a female on Dursey Island, Cork in September 
1989 and an immature male at Brownstown Head, Waterford in October 2003.

Great White Egret Ardea alba
1984: Streedagh Estuary, Moneygold, Sligo, 22nd May (but probably had been pre-
sent for up to three weeks previous) to 1st June (Irish Birds 3(1): 108).
On Tuesday, 22nd May 1984, Colm McCann from Cliffoney, Sligo phoned Noel Mur-
phy with news that he had noticed a large white heron fishing on the Streedagh 
Estuary for the past few weeks. That same day Noel, along with Don Cotton, drove 
there and confidently identified the bird as a Great White Egret (Cotton & Murphy 
1985). It remained until 1st June and was enjoyed by a great many visiting birders 
(Pic. 074). 
Shortly after it was last seen another was reported near Killybegs, Donegal, this 
about 15 miles distant on the opposite shore of Donegal Bay that may well have 
been the same individual but the claim was never substantiated.



Page 92First Irish Records 1800 to 2010, v.1.7 - Joe Hobbs

Swinhoe’s Storm-petrel Oceanodroma monorhis
1985: Off Bridges of Ross, Clare, 15th August (Irish Birds 7(3): 391).
Late in the afternoon of a day long seawatch, a dark-rumped storm-petrel was seen 
by Philip Buckley, Tom Tarpey and Ewart Jones from the Bridges of Ross. Earlier 
there had been a moderate passage of birds in a force five to six southwesterly, 
but later the wind backed northwesterly and increased in strength from force six to 
seven. The change in wind direction brought about a notable increase in numbers 
passing and in particular of Storm-petrels, which were peaking at more than 250 per 
hour. It also delivered the only Leach’s Storm-petrel of the day shortly after 17:00, 
that was quickly followed by the dark-rumped petrel.  
This bird was seen at a moderate distance for a few minutes as it headed slowly 
southwest. All three observers saw it well enough to pick out its key features includ-
ing carpal bars on the wings, a forked tail and an all dark rump. In some respects the 
bird appeared very similar to Leach’s Storm-petrel, although the rump and uniform 
back and tail ruled that species out. Having consulted Peter Harrison’s Seabirds, an 
Identification Guide, Phil and Tom concluded it was too small and structurally dif-
ferent to be a Bulwer’s Petrel but Swinhoe’s Storm-petrel was a likely candidate, al-
though both were aware there were a number of other dark-rumped storm-petrels 
that needed consideration before reaching any decision on the bird’s identity. 

Pic. 074.
Coloured field-sketch made by © Killian Mullarney of 

Great White Egret, Streedagh Estuary, 
May 1984.
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In the coming months further research convinced both of them that their descrip-
tions taken on the day supported Swinhoe’s Storm-petrel! This hypothesis was fur-
ther strengthened when they learned of the occurrence of another at the Selvagens 
Islands (an archipelago located about 100 miles north of the Canary Islands in the 
North Atlantic) in 1983. Subsequent European records, including some that were 
trapped was proof the species was occurring in Europe, as well as providing a clear-
er understanding of its appearance. The record was eventually published as the first 
Irish record in the 50th Irish Bird Report for 2002. 
There has been just one other since that was trapped on Great Skellig, Kerry in July 
2000. In addition, there are seven British records to date (two in 1989 and 2013 and 
singles in 1990, 2000 & 2005) begging the question of just what route or routes do 
these amazing birds, weighing less than 40 grams, take to journey half-way around 
the world to reach northwest Europe?

Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus
1985: Juvenile, Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, 30th September to 2nd October (Irish 
Birds 3(2): 308).
About one hour before dusk Killian Mullarney picked up a dowitcher that was wad-
ing up to its belly in water at the east end of Tacumshin Lake. He presumed it was 
the Long-billed Dowitcher that had been present there for the previous week, how-
ever when he got the bird in his scope and studied it for a few minutes he became 
intrigued by some features he wouldn’t normally expect to see on a juvenile Long-
billed, especially about the upperparts. In an attempt to get better views he decided 
to try get closer but in doing so only managed to put everything up, so nothing for it 
but to return the following day. Fog covered the lake the next morning with visibility 
reduced to 50 metres or less, so it wasn’t until the afternoon that Killian located the 
bird again and this time it was in the company of a second dowitcher. 

Pic. 075.
Coloured field-sketch made by © Killian Mullarney of Long-billed (left) & Short-billed Dowitchers, 

Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, September 1985.
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The visibility was still not great, which probably explained why all the birds in the 
channel were very jumpy, so much so that low flying Mute Swans spooked them 
sufficiently to make them all take flight. While they were in the air Killian took the 
opportunity of getting closer by driving down to the dried out lake shore but by the 
time both dowitchers returned the fog had thickened, ensuring even less detail than 
before could be made out. 
A second disturbance put everything up again, giving Killian another chance to get 
even closer and when the birds returned both dowitchers settled in front of him. As 
he watched them in his scope he was astonished to realise that one was a juvenile 
Long-billed Dowitcher and the other was a juvenile Short-billed Dowitcher (Pic. 075). 
After taking some notes and making sketches he left to alert others and both were 
refound later that same evening (Mullarney 1988b). The Short-billed Dowitcher re-
mained to 2nd October and the Long-billed Dowitcher (which was the 25th Irish 
record) a couple of days more to 4th October.

Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea
1985: Immature or female, Coosaneska, Lighthouse Road and North Harbour, Cape 
Clear Island, Cork, 9th to 11th & 19th October (Irish Birds 3(2): 331), trapped.
A little gem that proved a real identification puzzle. Dennis Weir had a brief view of 
this nondescript little brown job perched on a bramble overhanging Cape’s South 
Harbour at Coosaneska. Before he could get anyone else on to the bird it took off 
and flew out of sight in the direction of O’Driscolls Castle. 
A couple of days later CCBO Warden Dave Borton was ringing by the Lighthouse 
Road when he picked the same bird out of the mist-net. It was bagged and taken 
back to the Bird Observatory for processing, however despite many suggestions, all 
of which were ruled out by the half dozen or so birders present, an identification 
was not immediately forthcoming. Fortunately for all, and just when it seemed it 
would have to be put down in the log as unidentified, Waterford birder Paul Walsh 
(who would later find the first Iberian Chiffchaff for Ireland in 2010, see page 155) 
noticed a blue sheen on the upperwing and he somehow surmised it was most likely 
a Nearctic species. He quickly browsed the pages of a North American field guide 
before suggesting it was an Indigo Bunting. Once the bird was released and viewed 
in field conditions those present noticed (or could more clearly see) the blue sheen 
and the puzzle was solved. A subsequent examination of the literature confirmed it 
was an immature or female of that New World species
Looked for over the coming days but not found, it was presumed to have departed 
the island. Then a week later on 18th October, Michael O’Donnell found the first 
Irish Siberian Thrush just off the High Road, which was twitched the following day. 
Despite a thorough search by birders the thrush wasn’t found but every cloud has 
a silver lining and the Indigo Bunting was refound in North Harbour where it re-
mained for one final day. 
This is the only Irish record and the third for the Western Palearctic following an 
immature male collected at Akureyri, Eyjafjarðarsýsla, Iceland in October 1951 and 
a male in song at Robbenoordbos, Netherlands in June and July 1983, however the 
validity of the Dutch record is currently under review by the Dutch Rare Birds Com-
mittee.
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Pic. 076.
Philadelphia Vireo,
Galley Head, Cork,
October 1985.
Photo: © Richard T. Mills.

Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus
1985: Dirk Bay, Galley Head, Cork, 6th to 17th October (Irish Birds 3(2): 327, 42: 94). 
Identification was not established until 12th October.
Aidan Duggan was a very fortunate 16 year old birder to have a Honda 50 motorbike 
at his disposal and it was on that machine that he headed out from Cork for some 
birding at Dirk Bay, which at the time was a potentially promising area near Galley 
Head, nowadays well and truly on the birding map. Aidan parked up the bike and 
made his way down the lane, where within a few minutes he got a glimpse of an odd 
looking passerine in a Sycamore. Initial impressions were of a robust warbler-like 
bird with a stout bill and a striking head pattern. The bird was very active and it was 
difficult to get a good view of it, but after several hours he managed to make out 
a dark eye-stripe, contrasting white supercilium and grey crown. The upperparts 
were olive green and the underparts a buffy white with a noticeable yellowish wash. 
Although Aidan had yet to see a vireo he realised this was one and presumed it was 
a Red-eyed Vireo, even though he was puzzled by the yellowish wash on the under-
parts, but convinced himself that was probably a feature of a first-winter bird (Aidan 
Duggan pers. comms.)! As good a bird to find as Red-eyed Vireo is, subsequent ob-
servations would reveal it to be a much rarer transatlantic visitor.
A week later Jim Dowdall, Paul Cummins and Joe Adamson were birding around 
Galley Head when Jim discovered a bird feeding in the company of Blue Tits and 
Goldcrests. Initial views made Jim suspect it was a Red-eyed Vireo but when the bird 
turned to face him he realised that it was a species unfamiliar to him (Pics. 076-077). 
They watched the bird for as long as possible but eventually had to leave in order 
to catch the ferry to Cape Clear Island. While on the boat they discussed the bird 
with others and consulted the National Geographic’s Field Guide to the Birds of North 
America after which they made a tentative identification of Philadelphia Vireo. 
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Pic. 077.
Philadelphia Vireo,
Galley Head, Cork,
October 1985.
Photo: © Richard T. Mills.

Later that night Jim saw a photo of Philadelphia Vireo in The Audubon Society’s Field 
Guide to North America Birds and became certain that was what he saw earlier and 
returning to Galley Head the following day he confirmed this. The bird duly obliged 
by remaining until the 17th (Dowdall 1993, 1995). Just one other since that was at 
Kilbaha, Loop Head, Clare in October 2008. This was the first record for the Western 
Palearctic.

Siberian Thrush Geokichia sibirica
1985: First-winter female, High Road, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 18th October (Irish 
Birds 3(2): 322).
While returning to the Bird Observatory along the High Road on Cape Clear Island 
around lunch time, Michael O’Donnell noticed a thrush emerging from a small bush 
and flying across his path to a grassy field. He initially thought it was a Song Thrush 
but soon realised it was a little too dark for that species and further inspection re-
vealed a conspicuous supercilium, suggesting Redwing. Intrigued, Michael moved 
closer and was amazed to see white tips to the outer tail feathers and an underwing 
pattern he was not familiar with. After 30 minutes of further scrutiny and note tak-
ing Michael returned to the Observatory to inform the warden and check the litera-
ture. At this point he was almost certain the bird was an immature Siberian Thrush, 
another first Irish on Cape Clear (Pics. 078-079).
Along with Mike Pollard and CCBO Warden Dave Borton, Michael returned to the 
area and following a few hours of observation and note taking all three were in 
agreement that the bird was indeed a Siberian Thrush (O’Donnell 1986, 1988). De-
spite extensive searching the following day it was not subsequently seen, although 
the search did refind the Indigo Bunting not seen since 11th October. One further 
since that was at Loop Head, Clare in October 2004. 
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Pic. 079.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe 
of Siberian Thrush,
Cape Clear Island, Cork,
October 1985.

Continental Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis
1985: Lough Neagh, Tyrone, 25th October (Irish Birds 9(3): 455), found dead. 
This bird became entangled in a fishing net on Lough Neagh and was dead when 
pulled from the water. It had been ringed at Horsens Fjord, Jutland, Denmark on 
24th May 1982, a distance of just over 650 miles from Lough Neagh.
In contrast to the essentially coastal and cliff-nesting nominate form, sinensis is 
found across central and southern European, with scattered populations to the 
Russian Far East. Since the mid-1960s it has become highly dispersive and greatly 
expanded its range. 

Pic. 078.
Siberian Thrush,
Cape Clear Island, Cork,
October 1985.
Photo: © Michael O’Donnell.
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Pic. 080.
Field-sketch made by © Jim Wilson of 

American Herring Gull (left), 
alongside a Herring Gull, 

Cobh, Cork, 
November 1986.

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva
1986: Adult, Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, 17th to 23rd August (Irish Birds 3(4): 622).
Found by Tom Kilbane at a time when it was regarded as a subspecies of Lesser 
Golden Plover, later raised to full species status. This bird spent most of its time 
around the Patches.

Grey Catbird Dumetella carolinensis
1986: Coastguard Garden, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 4th November (Irish Birds 3(3): 
480).
Walking around Cape it was evident to Ken Preston that a small fall of migrants had 
occurred that included a Red-breasted Flycatcher. While he waited for the flycatcher 
to reappear from some dense vegetation in the Coastguard Garden on the High 
Road, to his great astonishment a Grey Catbird flew in and landed beside a Song 
Thrush on the roof of a shed. 
Ten seconds later it flew towards Ken, landing on a fence less than ten yards away. 
Two further short flights were observed before it departed the garden, flying strong-
ly towards South Harbour never to be seen again (Preston 1989). To date this is the 
only Irish record and the fourth for the Western Palearctic.  

American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus
1986: First-winter, Cobh, Cork, 16th November to 16th December (Irish Birds 4(2): 
246). 
While on holiday in New York in September 1988 Jim Wilson had the opportunity 
to study large numbers of American Herring Gulls. As he watched a group of first-
winters he realised he had seen a similar gull in Cobh some time previous! Once 
home he immediately checked his description of the odd first-winter gull that had 
been present in Cobh a couple of years back. Comparing notes taken on both sides 
of the Atlantic convinced Jim the Cobh bird was in fact an American Herring Gull.
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Over the years he had observed many thousands of first-winter argenteus in a vari-
ety of plumages but none had shown a combination of features like this one, with 
a stockier build, slightly larger size, heavier bill and overall tan-brown colour, all of 
which allowed it to be picked out from others present with little difficulty (Pic. 080). 
At the time of observation American Herring Gull was regarded as a subspecies of 
Herring Gull, later raised to full species status. This was the second record for the 
Western Palearctic following a second-winter that was caught on a ship in the Bay of 
Biscay 260 nautical miles off the coast of Spain in November 1937, which had been 
ringed as a chick on Kent Island, New Brunswick, Canada in August 1936.

Brünnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia
1986: Adult winter, Ballyteigue Bay, Wexford, 24th December (Irish Birds 3(3): 478). 
Around noon on Christmas Eve 1986, Killian Mullarney noticed a Herring Gull har-
assing an auk quite close to the shore at the east end of Ballyteigue Bay, which after 
a brief struggle managed to break free of the gull. Viewed through a telescope the 
auk looked very interesting and although it was clearly not one, it reminded him of 
Little Auk. 

Pics. 081-082.
Coloured field-sketches made 
by © Killian Mullarney 
of Brünnich’s Guillemot, 
(harassed by a Herring Gull, below) 
Ballyteigue Bay, Wexford,
December 1986.
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Further examination of its features revealed it to be a Brünnich’s Guillemot (Pics. 
081-082). Killian alerted Paul Archer who was nearby and they both watched the 
bird until about 16:20, at one point briefly joined by Oran O’Sullivan. When first 
observed, the auk was about 100 metres from the shore but soon began to pad-
dle further out, eventually becoming more or less stationary at about 180 metres 
distant. It was coming under constant attack from gulls, mainly Great Black-backs, 
but despite this unwanted attention the Brünnich’s survived apparently unscathed. 
Indeed, in most respects the bird seemed healthy, certainly its plumage was in pris-
tine condition, although one clue that all might not have been quite right was that it 
was never seen to dive during all this time. It was last seen in the fading light drifting 
westwards still followed by some pesky gulls (Mullarney 1988a).
The following day (Christmas Day) it was searched for without success, however the 
carcass of a very dark auk was seen floating about 30 yards offshore in Ballyteigue 
Bay, and the strong suspicion was that it was the Brünnich’s.

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps
1987: Our Lady’s Island Lake, Wexford, 24th May to 21st June (Irish Birds 3(4): 611).
Found by Tom Kilbane. It was most often seen in and around reeds to the east of the 
island’s causeway roughly in line with the statue of Our Lady. During its stay it could 
become quite vocal at times uttering a harsh croaking call.

Black Stork Ciconia nigra
1987: Foxrock, Dublin, 16th August (Irish Birds 3(4): 614), in flight.
At about 16:30 Chris Johnson called his father Geoff out in to his garden at Foxrock 
to view some aircraft that were taking part in an airshow out of Casement Aero-
drome, Baldonnell. Also visible was a large bird, initially assumed to be a raptor, 
soaring at a height of about 180 metres. However, when viewed through 12x50 bin-
oculars it became obvious it was a Black Stork. It came almost directly overhead and 
both Johnsons watched it for about five minutes as it first drifted north, then south, 
before finally turning and heading back north again in the direction of Dublin City, 
eventually becoming lost to sight (Johnson & Smiddy 1989). 
The possibility that it was an escape from Dublin Zoo was considered but soon dis-
counted when it was established that the zoo had not held a Black Stork in recent 
years. The dominant weather system of the previous week had been a stationary  
anticyclone sitting to the southeast of Ireland pulling light winds off the Continent 
and was most likely responsible for the stork’s appearance. Two others since, one 
at Boltiagh Bog, Kilmaley, Clare in June 2012 and another at Srawaddican Bay, Mayo 
in April 2017.

Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis
1988: Male, Corbet Lake, Down, 13th February to 14th April (Irish Birds 4(1): 87, Mul-
larney 1989).
Reg Thorpe, his wife Adrienne and John Young were visiting Dave Allen for a week-
end’s birding. On the Saturday they did the usual tour around the local hotspots 
before finishing up by checking out some of the many loughs dotted around County 
Down. Corbet Lough near Banbridge had recently hosted a female Ring-necked 
Duck and an Aythya hybrid-type that resembled Lesser Scaup. 
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Pic. 083.
Lesser Scaup, 
Hillsborough Lake, Down,
on one of its return visits in 
April 1990.
Photo: © Tom Ennis.

Almost immediately upon their arrival at the Lough, both these interesting birds 
were found. Reg then remarked there was another Lesser Scaup present and it did 
not appear to be a hybrid (Pic. 083). At the time, identification of Lesser Scaup was 
thought to be very difficult. Reg knew the upperwing was a critical feature and was 
aware its wing-bar should show a grey outer section… so they watched the bird for 
ages and with a bit of gentle persuasion it flapped and there it was! Other support-
ing features like head shape etc. were noted but even so, news of the bird put out 
that evening came with the caveat of ‘putative’. Next morning Anthony McGeehan 
met them at the lough and he confirmed Reg’s ‘putative’ identification and by lunch-
time other birders began arriving.
What is presumed to be the same individual returned annually until the winter of 
1993/94. During these visits it was also observed at Oxford Island and Lurgan Park 
Lake, Armagh and at Hillsborough Lake, Down.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius
1988: Immature female, High Road and Cotter’s Garden, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 
16th to 19th October (Irish Birds 4(1): 102), trapped.
Along with Nick Watmough, Anthony McGeehan and Willie McDowell, Dennis Weir 
had spent the morning birding around Ballyieragh on Cape Clear Island. Returning 
along the High Road towards the Bird Observatory around noon they decided to 
check out a little stand of stunted apple trees surrounded by a circular stone wall, a 
place they rarely looked at. 
Seeing a slight movement deep in the middle of that stand of trees, Dennis focussed 
his binoculars on a largely obscured bird, and observed a woodpecker-like head and 
a suffused yellow breast. He calmly announced ..there’s a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
in here. The bird moved deeper into cover but fortunately was soon refound, and 
as better views were obtained it revealed mottled black and white upperparts, a red 
crown, a large white wing-patch and the yellow belly that gives the bird its name. 
Now it was essential to get the news out, especially as many were due to depart on 
the afternoon ferry. 
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Pic. 084.
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 

in the hand, 
October 1988.

Photo: © Stuart McKee.

Soon birders began to hurry down the track but their arrival seemed to spook the 
bird, which promptly took off and flew straight to Cotter’s Garden. It was quickly 
relocated there, and later trapped by the warden, Dave Borton. Examination in the 
hand revealed it to be an immature female (Pic. 084). 
Released back into Cotter’s Garden it remained there for four days and was twitched 
by about 100 birders. Initially sluggish, it perked up on its final day when it was 
observed drilling holes and actively feeding around Cotter’s, giving views down to 
about 15 feet. 
To date it is the only Irish record and the third for the Western Palearctic following 
a female found dead at Fagurhólsmýri, Iceland in June 1961 and an immature male 
on the Isles of Scilly in September and October 1975.
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Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia
1989: Near East Bog, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 29th October to 1st November (Irish 
Birds 4(2): 249).
Inconclusive views of a chat-like bird by Gordon Wycherley and Hugh Cotter were 
had in a field off the Low Road, south of East Bog. The following afternoon, Éamonn 
MacLochlainn saw the same bird and from what he saw thought it might possibly be 
a Catharus thrush. He rushed back with the news, causing a chaotic departure from 
the Obs to the furthest point of the Low Road. A nervous wait of two hours passed 
before Jim Fitzharris picked it up and while watching it CCBO Warden Dave Bird said, 
It’s a Nightingale... no wait, it’s a Thrush Nightingale. 
By this time it was late afternoon, so after watching it for as long as the fading light 
allowed, everyone adjourned to Paddy Burke’s pub to celebrate a first Irish record 
with pints of Murphys and request the use of his phone to get the news out. To 
the great delight of those that travelled overnight it was present in the same place 
near East Bog the following morning at 07:45 feeding in the open but after about 30 
minutes disappeared and despite much searching it was not seen again that day. 
Fortunately it did reappear for one final time the following morning until it was last 
seen about 11:00.

Pic. 085.
Thayer’s Gull, 

Cork Refuse Tip, 
March 1990.

Photo: © Killian Mullarney.
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Pic. 086.
Thayer’s Gull, 

Cork Refuse Tip, 
February 1990.

Photo: © Paul Archer.

Thayer’s Gull Larus glaucoides thayeri
1990: First-winter, The Lough, Cork City, 21st February, Cork Refuse Tip, 22nd Febru-
ary to 3rd March and Cobh, 26th February to 5th March (Irish Birds 7(2): 231).
While checking gulls at the Lough in Cork City Jim Wilson noticed an unusual look-
ing gull that resembled a first-winter Iceland Gull in structure but was darker and 
lacked pale primaries. The bird put Jim in mind of a putative Thayer’s he had seen in 
Galway the previous year and his thoughts turned to that enigmatic gull species and 
the possibility this bird was the real deal. However, work commitments meant he 
had to leave before he could investigate further. Fortunately he refound the bird the 
next day at Cork Refuse Tip and the views he obtained dispelled any slight doubts 
he had and allowed him confirm his tentative identification (Pics. 085-086). For the 
remainder of its stay it divided its time between the refuse tip and Cobh (where it 
was last observed) and was seen and enjoyed by a great many birders (Wilson 1990). 
This was the first record for the Western Palearctic. At various times Thayer’s Gull 
has been considered a full species, a subspecies of American Herring Gull or (as cur-
rently per the IOC) a subspecies of Iceland Gull.

Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti
1990: First-summer male, Carnsore Point, Wexford, 11th to 21st March (Irish Birds 
4(3): 453).
While on a family birding trip to Carnsore Point, Frankie Tennant spotted a wheat-
ear with a black throat that he was fairly sure was a Desert Wheatear. Once he had 
taken some preliminary notes he left to phone local birders Killian Mullarney and 
Dave Daly and both these, as well as Paul Archer, arrived shortly thereafter and 
quickly confirmed the bird was indeed a Desert Wheatear (Pic. 087).
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Pic. 087.
Desert Wheatear, 
Carnsore Point, 
Wexford,
March 1990.
Photo: © Stuart McKee.

During its 11 day stay the bird remained within a small area in and around Carnsore 
Point, moving between a narrow strip of coastal sward and a ploughed field when it 
was often seen in the company of Northern Wheatears. On one occasion it was ob-
served emerging from a Rabbit burrow and it was suspected to have roosted there 
overnight (Tennant 1993).

Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi
1990: Garinish, West Beara, Cork, 27th to 28th September (Irish Birds 6(3): 398).
Michael O’Donnell, along with Aidan G. Kelly, Sean Farrell and Dermot O’Mahony, 
travelled to Dursey Island on 25th September to twitch the second Irish Ovenbird 
found there the previous day by Tony Lancaster. With the Ovenbird under their 
belts they decided to remain in the area for a few more days. On the 27th a Com-
mon Rosefinch on Dursey found by Tony Lancaster and Kieran Grace lured Aidan, 
Sean and Dermot there to search for it but Michael stayed behind with the intention 
of checking out some fields around Garinish that looked interesting and it wasn’t 
long before he found a Melodious Warbler there. 
Later, as the light began to fade and conditions becoming foggy, Michael decided to 
head back to the cable car and collect the others but as he made his way back to the 
car through some rushes by a small stream he flushed a pipit that landed on top of 
brambles about 30 metres away before dropping down out of sight.
The bird immediately attracted his attention as it was quite dark and uttered a call 
he was not familiar with and from the brief view Michael got his first thought was 
Red-throated Pipit. Over the next ten minutes he got brief flight views only, loosing 
it each time it landed in the tall grasses and rushes by the stream. With the light fad-
ing and suspecting it was a Red-throated Pipit, Michael drove to the nearest phone 
to inform Kieran Grace and Tony Lancaster, who were both staying at the nearby 
Allihies Youth Hostel and all three searched in vain for the bird until darkness fell. 
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Pic. 088.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe 
of the Syke’s Warbler,
Olly Gulley, Cape Clear Island,
October 1990.

At the crack of dawn the following morning Michael flushed the bird from the same 
place he had first seen it the previous day, however this time instead of finding a 
perch it flew off strongly until out of sight uttering a few calls as it went. At this point 
many of the features observed supported Red-throated Pipit and Michael submit-
ted it as such to the IRBC, even though he had heard the bird call a soft chup, quite 
unlike the explosive pssss call of Red-throated Pipit. 
Some weeks later Michael was contacted by the IRBC to say the record could not 
be accepted as a Red-throated Pipit but several of its features suggested it was a 
Pechora Pipit. After much deliberation and research Michael resubmitted his de-
scription as Pechora Pipit and it was duly accepted as the first Irish record (O’Donnell 
1998). There is just one other since then, at Tory Island, Donegal in September 2001.

Sykes’s Warbler Iduna rama
1990: Olly Gully, near West Bog, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 17th October (Irish Birds 
4(3): 454 & 7(2): 235). 
Anthony McGeehan found a sandy coloured Hippolais* warbler in an area of wil-
lows and brambles between Michael Vincent’s Garden and West Bog on Cape Clear 
Island. The extremely pale appearance of this bird immediately rang alarm bells and 
initially it was thought to be either a Booted or an Olivaceous Warbler (historically, 
Booted Warbler was treated as polytypic, with subspecies rama and caligata, both 
now raised to full species status as Sykes’s and Booted Warbler respectively, howev-
er, details needed to distinguish one from the other in 1990 was somewhat sketchy). 
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Based on aspects of the bird’s behaviour, especially its frequent calling and tail 
movements, the general consensus favoured the latter and it was originally pub-
lished as an Olivaceous Warbler. Then, in late October and early November 1993, a 
near identical bird was present near Lerwick, Shetland, which was trapped, photo-
graphed and later published as a Sykes’s Warbler (British Birds 87(10): 554 & 96(11): 
594), which caused the original identity of the Cape bird to be questioned. In addi-
tion, other European records of Sykes’s Warbler from 1993 onwards were remark-
ably similar in appearance.
A reassessment of the record was undertaken by the IRBC, which concluded that the 
bird should be accepted as the first Sykes’s Warbler for Ireland (Pic. 088). Especially 
helpful in establishing the correct identification was photographic evidence provid-
ed by Anthony McGeehan and Eamonn O’Donnell, in particular details relating to bill 
length and overall proportions. 
The area it was found in has acquired the name ‘Olly Gully’, which, despite the later 
reassessment of the bird’s identity has stuck to this day. Just one other record since 
at Garinish, West Beara, Cork in October 2013.
* Some tree warblers, including Sykes’s, Booted and Eastern Olivaceous, previously included with the Hip-
polais have been moved to the genus Iduna.

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris
1990: Cuala Road, Bray, Wicklow, 17th December (Irish Birds 4(3): 457).
Just before noon on Monday, 17th December 1990, Oscar Merne was extracting a 
Blue Tit from a mist-net in his back garden on Cuala Road, Bray when it began call-
ing loudly. In response a Marsh Tit emerged from a thicket in a nearby overgrown 
orchard and sat out in full view on an old rose bush just a few metres from Os-
car for two-and-a-half minutes. During this time it called repeatedly giving both the 
loud ringing pitchew call and the scolding chickadeedeedee. It retreated back in to the 
thicket once the Blue Tit stopped calling but emerged again for about 30 seconds in 
response to Oscar’s pishing. He heard it call a couple more times but did not see it 
again despite playing a tape recording of Marsh Tit calls from time to time over the 
coming weeks near where it had first been seen (Merne 1993). 
Oscar formed the opinion it was similar in appearance to the nominate form that is 
widely distributed in Europe including southern Scandinavia and northern Britain. 
During the two weeks previous to the Bray sighting there had been a period of se-
vere winter weather across northwest Europe and fresh northeasterly winds had ex-
tended from Scandinavia to Ireland, which suggested the bird was of Scandinavian 
origin. To date it is the only Irish record.

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris
1991: Adult, Ballyvergan Marsh, near Youghal, Cork, 5th August (Irish Birds 5(4): 469), 
trapped.
As part of ongoing research work studying the bird life at Ballyvergan Marsh, Pat 
Smiddy was ringing there early one morning when he pulled an unstreaked Acro-
cephalus warbler from a mist-net. Pat assumed it was a Reed Warbler as the marsh 
held a small breeding population. However, once it had been weighed, measured 
and a full description taken it was identified as a Marsh Warbler. It was ringed and 
released back to the marsh and never seen again (Smiddy 1996), (Pic. 089).
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Pic. 089.
Marsh Warbler, 

in the hand, 5th August 1991.
Photo: © Bob Rock.

Wilson’s Snipe Gallinago delicata
1991: Juvenile, near Coleraine, Derry/Londonderry, 28th October (Irish Birds 6(1): 
75), shot. 
The specimen was sent to Michel Devort at Bordeaux, France, who was studying 
Common Snipe skins at the time, and he made the identification. Previously treated 
as a subspecies of Common Snipe, now regarded as a full species. To date it is the 
only Irish record and was the first for the Western Palearctic.

Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri
1992: Juvenile, WWR, North Slob, Wexford, 3rd to 6th September (Irish Birds 5(1): 88).
When Killian Mullarney arrived at the Wexford Wildlife Reserve just before 18:00, he 
was surprised to see some Dunlin feeding in a recently drained duck pond on the 
Wexford Harbour side of the Interpretive Centre. 

Pic. 090.
Western Sandpiper (right), with Ringed Plover, 

WWR, North Slob, September 1992.
Photo: © Paul Archer.
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As he scanned the flock he noticed what he assumed to be a Little Stint but once he 
got the bird in his scope he was immediately struck by how long its bill was (Pics. 
090-091). A quick wipe of the scope’s object lens gave Killian his first proper look at 
the bird, which to his astonishment revealed itself to be a classic juvenile Western 
Sandpiper, a first for Ireland! 
Hearing sounds coming from the Reserve Warden’s office, Killian made his way 
there to inform those present of the bird. It turned out that the warden, Chris Wil-
son, had drained the pond only a few days previous in the hope of attracting some 
waders and had been keeping an eye on it since, so it was very likely the Western 
Sand had not been present for very long when Killian found it. 
With dusk approaching the only other birder to see it that evening was Dave Daly, 
but over the following days approximately 300 travelled to see including some from 
Britain (Mullarney 1994). A couple of earlier records from the early 1960s were re-
viewed by the IRBC and found to be no longer acceptable.

Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina
1992: Mizen Head, Cork, 10th to 17th October (Irish Birds 5(1): 97).
Late in the day of Saturday, 10th October 1992, Dave Bird and Aidan Duggan met 
Mike Scott-Ham at Lissagriffin who told them he had seen a wheatear further west  
on Mizen Head that, as far as he could tell, showed some features consistent with 
Isabelline Wheatear. Dave and Aidan made a mad dash to the area but failed to 
locate the bird in the fading light. They returned the following day when they were 
joined by Nuala Hayden. 

Pic. 091.
Coloured field-sketch made 

by © Killian Mullarney 
of Western Sandpiper, 

North Slob, Wexford,
September 1992.
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Pic. 092.
Isabelline Wheatear, 
Mizen Head, Cork,
October 1992.
Photo: © Stuart McKee.

After a few hours of fruitless searching on the hillside and just as they were think-
ing of packing it in, Nuala signalled Dave that she had the bird. In good conditions 
they both watched it for an hour-and-a-half, at the end of which they were still not 
completely certain of its identity. Dave left to check the literature and on his return 
and after a further couple of hours observing the bird, he finally felt confident he 
was watching an Isabelline Wheatear. Coincidently a strikingly pale female Northern 
Wheatear was also present on the hillside at the same time that at first glance could 
easily be mistaken for the rarer bird but on closer examination plumage and struc-
tural differences became obvious.    
Dave returned to Crookhaven to phone the news out. Birders began to arrive at 
the hillside that afternoon but all they found were a couple of Northern Wheatears. 
However, early on the 12th, Dave and Dennis Weir walked the hillside and soon 
refound the bird in roughly the same spot it had been seen the previous day (Pic. 
092). It obliged by remaining for another five days and the consensus among those 
who saw it was that it was a classic example of an Isabelline Wheatear (Bird 1992). 
To date this is the only Irish record.

Sardinian Warbler Curruca melanocephala
1993: Male, West Bog, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 10th to 12th April (Irish Birds 5(2): 
226).
Michael O’Donnell travelled to Cape Clear Island in the company of his brother Ea-
monn and Janet Whelehan for the 1993 Easter Bank Holiday. On Easter Saturday it 
was obvious that a fall of migrants had occurred, so he headed out eventually ar-
riving at the track leading from the Lough Errul Pines to West Bog where he flushed 
a Sylvia* warbler. He noted a combination of dark grey upperparts, white outer-tail 
feathers, black head and vivid red eye-ring before it disappeared in to a bush. He 
returned to the Obs to alert the others and consulting the literature was able to 
confirm the bird’s identity as a Sardinian Warbler. 
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Pic. 093.
Franklin’s Gull, 
Black Rock Strand, Kerry
May 1993.
Photo: © Tom Shevlin.

Sadly, by the time they returned the weather had turned nasty and despite much 
searching and to their great disappointment there was no sign of the bird. How-
ever, a large number of birders arrived the following morning and following about 
an hour’s searching it was refound back where Michael had first discovered it near 
West Bog. It remained for a third day and was last seen on Easter Monday (O’Donnell 
1994). Remarkably the second Irish record turned up just a few days later at Knocka-
doon Head, Cork.
* Many warblers previously assigned to the genus Sylvia have been moved to Curruca.

Franklin’s Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan
1993: First-summer, Ballyheigue Bay, Kerry, 7th to 11th May (Irish Birds 5(2): 222).
Early on Friday, 7th May, 1993, Peter McDermot had checked Akeragh Lough but 
as it had proved practically devoid of bird life he soon left and headed to Black 
Rock Strand (near Ballyheigue) hoping for something better, arriving there at 07:30. 
Having checked the waders he next turned his attention to a flock of about 200 im-
mature gulls that were feeding on fly larvae in a dense group about 150 metres off. 
At the extreme right-hand edge of the flock he noticed a very dark-mantled gull that 
was swimming and feeding in a manner that initially reminded him of Little Gull but 
soon realised on mantle-colour alone it was either a Laughing or a Franklin’s Gull. 
Over the next ten minutes Peter sketched the bird trying to establish the exact de-
tails of the bird’s size, wing pattern, bill etc., then armed with his findings consulted 
the Shell Guide to the Birds of Britain and Ireland, which left him in no doubt the bird 
was indeed a Franklin’s Gull (Pic. 093).   
Peter rang Eric Dempsey who put the news out on BINS and the bird was seen by a 
great many during its five day stay. At each successive high water it was always back 
at the same place that Peter found it, otherwise it could usually be found loafing just 
offshore, although on one occasion it was observed in a ploughed field a short dis-
tance inland. On its final day it was last seen flying off to the north (McDermot 1994).
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Pic. 094.
Atlantic Gull, 
Black Rock Strand, Kerry,
September 1994.
Photo: © Pete Morris.

Todd’s Canada Goose Branta canadensis interior
1993: Two, WWR, North Slob, Wexford, 1st November to at least April 1994 (Irish 
Birds 5(3): 362 & 5(4): 452), trapped. 

Both these birds (they were most likely a pair) were trapped at the North Slob, Wex-
ford on 1st November 1993. One escaped the net but the other was successfully 
ringed and released. The ringed bird was shot at Dorchester, Maryland, USA on 14th 
January 1995 when it was identified to the subspecies interior, known as Todd’s (aka 
Interior or Hudson Bay) Canada Goose, thus making it the only 100% confirmed 
transatlantic vagrant Canada or Cackling Goose ever to be found in Ireland. Todd’s 
Canada is the south and eastern shore of Hudson Bay form of Canada Goose that 
winters in southeastern USA.

Atlantic (Yellow-legged) Gull Larus michahellis atlantis
1994: Adult, Black Rock Strand, Kerry, 17th September (Irish Birds 8(3): 385).
Found by Pete Morris. This is the Macaronesian subspecies of Yellow-legged Gull 
found on Madeira, Canary Islands and Azores, more usually known as Atlantic Gull, 
which is perhaps a full species in its own right. Birds from the Azorian population 
can be quite distinctive in some plumages and it is assumed this individual was an 
example of that form (Pic. 094).

Pine Bunting Emberiza leucocephalos
1995: First-year male, Interpretive Centre, WWR, North Slob, Wexford, 20th January 
to 19th February (Irish Birds 5(4): 473), trapped.
Dave Daly had spent a few hours during the morning sketching Reed Buntings and 
Yellowhammers that were feeding on loose grain near the Observation Tower at the 
WWR Interpretive Centre. As he was preparing to leave at about 13:00, he noticed a 
passerine with striking white ear coverts perched on a bush about 20 metres away, 
which, once Dave got it in his scope proved to be an unfamiliar bunting. He proceed-
ed to take notes and sketch the bird and alerted Chris Wilson and Alyn Walsh who 
were both in the nearby reserve office. Reference was made to Lars Jonsson’s Birds 
of Europe, which revealed it to be a Pine Bunting (Pics. 095-096). Over the next few 
hours it proved elusive, however during its month long stay it gave very good and 
close views to the many that travelled to see it (Daly 1998a). Just one other since, an 
adult male at Seatown Road, Swords, Dublin in March 1996.
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Pic. 095.
Coloured field-sketch 

made by © Dave Daly of 
Pine Bunting, 

WWR, North Slob, 
January 1995.

Pic. 096.
Pine Bunting,

in the hand, 
January 1995.

Photo: © Alyn Walsh.
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Pic. 097.
Coloured field-sketch made 
by © Michael Warren of 
Cliff Swallow, 
Dunmore Head, Kerry, 
November 1995.

American Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia
1995: First-winter male, Brownstown Head, Waterford, 11th to 12th October (Irish 
Birds 5(4): 473). 
Found by Kieran Fahy (editor of the 2008 to 2013 Irish Rare Bird Reports) on Wednes-
day, 11th October 1995. Incredibly the second Irish was found the following day 
about 130 miles away at Kilbaha, Clare. Unlike the short staying Brownstown bird, 
this one remained for 20 days giving everyone a chance who missed the first one to 
catch up with this Nearctic wood warbler. These were the eighth and ninth records 
for the Western Palearctic.

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
1995: Dunmore Head, Kerry, 16th November (Irish Birds 5(4): 467).
In the company of Ray Corness and Barrie Staniford, Michael Warren visited Dun-
more Head on the Dingle Peninsula with the intention of looking for bird subjects to 
incorporate in to a painting featuring the headland. As they approached the head-
land about noon Michael noticed a tiny Hirundine flying about a small cove on the 
southwest side of the head. 
They all watched it fly back and forth at ranges down to 50 metres in sunny con-
ditions for about ten minutes (Pic. 097). Having seen them previously in the USA, 
Michael confidently identified it as a Cliff Swallow (Warren 1996). To date this is the 
only Irish record and the sixth for the Western Palearctic.
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Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus
1995: Juvenile, Nimmo’s Pier, Galway, 18th November to 6th January 1996 (Irish Birds 
5(4): 450).
Reports of a Rough-legged Buzzard near Claregalway lured Dublin birders Aidan G. 
Kelly, Tom Shevlin and Victor Caschera west to look for it. Not long after arriving they  
picked it up and had excellent views of it sitting on a wooden post by a river. After 
about an hour of watching the buzzard they decided to head towards Nimmo’s Pier 
in Galway with the hope of some northern gulls.
Arriving at Nimmo’s around 11:40 they parked up at the base of the pier and de-
cided to have a quick brew. The flasks were opened but Aidan decided against re-
freshments and began a stroll along the pier leaving the others to catch up. Having 
gone about 50 metres he took a casual scan with binoculars along the dock opposite 
where he noticed an odd looking cormorant swimming in the fast flowing channel. 
It seemed to have a very orange-coloured gape and was unusual enough to merit 
a closer look through the scope when it became even more interesting showing a 
bright mandarin orange gape and loral skin and a bright yellow bill that stood out 
in the sunny conditions! It was clearly no ordinary cormorant and Aidan’s thoughts 
immediately turned to Double-crested Cormorant, a North American species he had 
seen a few years earlier in both Canada and the USA (Pics. 098-099).
The bird was actively diving and rather worryingly was heading rapidly towards the 
tip of the pier. After watching it one more time Aidan ran back to the car shouting to 
the others that he had a cormorant, which was most likely a Double-crested! Need-
less to say coffee was abandoned and they all ran back up the pier to try relocate the 
bird. It didn’t take long before they all got on to it as it made its way to the mouth of 
the harbour, diving constantly. Then for no apparent reason it suddenly rose from 
the water flapping along the surface to get airborne and disappeared out to sea in 
the direction of Hare Island. 

Pic. 098.
Double-crested Cormorant, 

Nimmo’s Pier, Galway,
November 1995.

Photo: © Don Hodgers.
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They looked at each other completely stunned, all confident and happy the bird was 
a Double-crested Cormorant. Soon afterwards they met up with local birder and 
Nimmo’s Pier regular Tim Griffin making his way down the pier. He asked if they 
had seen anything interesting that day and thought they were pulling his leg at first 
when told about the cormorant. The bird remained in to 1996 when it gradually be-
came much more elusive with only erratic and brief appearances off Nimmo’s Pier. 
This was the second for the Western Palearctic after one at Billingham, Cleveland, 
England from January to April 1989. 
This is one other record, a long-staying juvenile at Ballylongford, Kerry from Novem-
ber 2020 to May 2021. There is also at ‘at sea’ record of a juvenile (different to the 
Ballylongford individual) that came on board the survey vessel Vizconde de Eza in a 
position 132 nautical miles west of Valentia Island, Kerry in September 2020. 

Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta
1996: Adult summer, Ballycotton, Cork, 15th to 16th June (Irish Birds 6(1): 73).
Having taken his wife and kids to Ballynamona Strand, Dennis O’Sullivan took the op-
portunity to leave them playing on the beach and wandered off towards the marsh. 
At about 19:30 he flushed a small wader in Ballycotton Marsh, which gave an unfa-
miliar call as it flew off. Dennis spent the next hour searching for the mystery wader 
and was just about to put it down as another one that got away when he noticed it 
feeding at the edge of a small pool. He first thought it was a Pectoral Sandpiper but 
soon realised it was far too small and had yellowish-green legs (Pics. 100-101). 
The leg colour suggested Temminck’s or Least Sandpipers, but something about it 
did not fit either and Dennis began to consider the possibility it was a Long-toed 
Stint, a Siberian Calidrine. He was anxious that someone else should see the bird in 
case in case it did not hang around, so after taking notes and grabbing some video 
he left to contact Phil Davis who lived about five minutes away. Watching the bird 
Phil commented it resembled a small Sharp-tailed Sandpiper but with long legs. 

Pic. 099.
Double-crested Cormorant, 
Nimmo’s Pier, Galway,
November 1995.
Photo: © Don Hodgers.
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Pic. 100.
Coloured field-sketch made by © Killian Mullarney of 

Long-toed Stint, 
Ballycotton, Cork,

June 1996.

Pic. 101.
Long-toed Stint, 

Ballycotton, Cork,
June 1996.

Photo: © Rob Wilson.

By this time the light was fading fast so both Dennis and Phil took in as much de-
tail as they could, then spent the rest of the evening checking the literature as well 
as phoning Killian Mullarney, who suggested some other features that should be 
looked for. The news was put out that it was either a Least or a Long-toed Sandpiper 
and arrangements were put in place to meet at the site at 06:00 the following morn-
ing, Sunday.
Just three others were present when Dennis arrived and to their relief as they moved 
on to the marsh they flushed the bird. A short flight brought it back to where Den-
nis had first seen it and close scrutiny of the bird on the deck and in flight clinched 
its identification as Long-toed Stint. It remained for the rest of the day but despite 
much searching on Monday morning it was not seen again (O’Sullivan 1996).
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Pic. 102.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe of 
Lesser Crested Tern,
Ballycotton, Cork,
August 1996.

Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus bengalensis
1996: Ballycotton, Cork, 7th to 8th August (Irish Birds 6(1): 81).
Often when heading out birding Mark Shorten (along with Pat Smiddy joint author 
of the Birds of County Cork) conjures up in his mind’s eye what he would ideally like 
to see, usually he is disappointed but not always. A fine summer’s day with an early 
tide at Ballycotton enticed Mark to head that way in the hope of finding an orange-
billed tern, he wasn’t fussy, either Caspian or Elegant would do nicely but Lesser 
Crested would be very acceptable!
His plan was to go straight to the dunes above Allen’s Pool with his dog Casey, a 
place terns frequently roosted. Sure enough, on arrival there Mark counted about 
40 Sandwich Terns as well as another showing an orange bill! The flock took to the 
air and Mark collapsed into the Marram Grass clutching at Casey hoping that they 
would return and when they did, the orange-bill was looking good for Lesser Crest-
ed Tern. It was too small and the bill was the wrong colour for Caspian and he was 
confident that neither Crested nor Elegant Tern fitted the bird he was looking at. 
Mark took what notes he could then slipped away to find others, his legs barely sup-
porting him as he ran. 
Fortunately, he saw Dennis O’Sullivan and Phil Davis walking towards him from the 
direction of the car park, so he pointed them towards the bird then headed off to 
the phone box in Shanagarry to get the news out. When he returned the bird had 
gone but Dennis and Phil were happy with Mark’s initial identification.
It was later located at the small island just off Ballycotton Pier in the company of 
Sandwich Terns where it gave good views and was seen intermittently for the re-
mainder of the day and briefly early the following morning. It was fortunate that 
Paul Moore videoed the bird as no photos were taken (Pics. 102-106).
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Pics. 103-106.
Video-grabs of Lesser Crested Tern, Ballycotton, Cork, August 1996.
Video scans by: © Paul Moore.

Pic. 107.
Coloured field-sketch made by © Dave Daly of Terek Sandpiper, Rosslare Strand, September 1996.
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Pic. 108.
Red-breasted Goose and other wildfowl, 

WWR, North Slob, November 1997.
Photo: © Alyn Walsh.

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus
1996: Adult, Rosslare Back Strand, Wexford, 24th August to 26th September (Irish 
Birds 6(1): 75).
At approximately 17:30 on Saturday, 24th August 1996, Dave Daly and Chris Wilson 
arrived at Rosslare Back Strand to check on some reclamation work being carried 
out in an area adjacent to the South Slob called Hopeland. Scanning the exposed 
mud they noticed a Spoonbill and a selection of gulls and waders, then Dave had 
a tantalising brief view of a small wader with an upturned bill that he immediately 
suspected was a Terek Sandpiper (Pic. 107). The bird promptly disappeared below a 
muddy ridge until after what seemed like an eternity walked back out in to the open 
in full view confirming Dave’s identification. It remained on the Back Strand for over 
a month when it was seen by many (Daly 1998).

Eastern Jackdaw Coloeus monedula ssp.
1997: Lucan, Dublin, 25th February to 18th April (Irish Birds 6(2): 309).
Found by Sean Geraty. It was not possibly to fully determine the subspecies for 
this or any subsequent records but they are assumed to involve either or both of  
monedula (from Scandinavia) and/or soemmerringii (from east and southeast Eu-
rope).

Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis
1997: Adult, WWR, Wexford, 26th October to 16th March 1998 (Irish Birds 7(1): 107). 
Found by Alyn Walsh at the North Slob (Pic. 108). It remained for almost five months 
and was seen well by a multitude of birders. Although it arrived at the ‘right’ time 
of year in the ‘right’ part of the country, because of the difficulties in determining 
whether a vagrant goose is genuinely wild or of captive origin, it was originally as-
signed to Category D1. This was corrected in 2016 when the IRBC reviewed the re-
cord and reassigned it to Category A. To date it is the only Irish record.
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Pics. 109-110.
Red-necked Stint, 
Ballycotton, Cork, 

July 1998.
Photos: © Paul Archer (left),

Richard T. Mills (below).

Bufflehead Bucephala albeola
1998: Female, The Gearagh, Macroom, Cork, 18th January to 8th March (Irish Birds 
6(3): 386).
When discovered by Noel Linehan it was feeding very actively in a loose flock of 
Goldeneye and Tufted Ducks. Identification as a female Bufflehead was straightfor-
ward. During its seven week stay it would often remain frustratingly distant. 

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans
1998: Second or third-winter, North Foreshore Tip, Belfast, Antrim, 13th February 
(Irish Birds 6(3): 395).
Found by Anthony McGeehan and Richard Millington who had brief but clear views 
of the bird at the North Foreshore Tip. The second Irish record was found just a 
month later at Killybegs, Donegal.

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis
1998: Adult summer, Ballycotton, Cork, 2nd to 5th July (Irish Birds 6(3): 389).
Found and identified around noon by Phil Davis at Ballynamona Lake. He watched 
it for about three hours at distances down to ten yards (Pics. 109-110). Fortunately 
the bird remained in the area for the following three days.
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Pic. 111.
Hermit Thrush, 

Dirk Bay, Galley Head, Cork, 
October 1998.

Photo: © Don Hodgers.

Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus
1998: First-winter, Dirk Bay, Galley Head, Cork, 25th to 26th October (Irish Birds 6(3): 
398). 
Carol and Martin Styles headed to Galley Head intending to spend the day look-
ing for migrant passerines, something they had done every free day they had that 
October without much luck, but that was about to change. They arrived at Dirk Bay 
at 13:00, but to begin with Martin went to chat with some workmen doing excava-
tion work, while Carol showing more dedication to the task headed for the garden 
nearest to where they were parked. Soon Carol was waving Martin over to check out 
an unfamiliar bird she found in the garden’s shrubbery. Both were uncertain of its 
identity and began taking notes as it spent time catching flies no more than 12 feet 
away both on the ground and under a hedge. 
Paul Connaughton and Dan Ballard arrived soon after, and they suggested it might 
be a Catharus thrush? This came as news to the Styles as they had not realised how 
much smaller Nearctic thrushes were when compared to local thrushes. After com-
paring their notes with a field guide they quickly became certain they had found a 
Hermit Thrush (Pic. 111). It remained in the same area until noon the next day dur-
ing which time it would often fly up and down the gardens along the road (Styles & 
Styles 2000). Two others since, a first-winter at Cape Clear Island, Cork in October 
2006 and another at Mizen Head, Cork in early November 2020.

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus
1999: Juvenile pale morph, North Slob, Wexford, 7th February, then locations in five 
counties to 24th August (Irish Birds 7(1): 108).
This bird was first identified by Sean Pierce, at Rogerstown, Dublin on Friday, 5th 
March 1999 (Pierce 1999), before it embarked on a grand tour of Ireland during 
1999, then crossed the Irish Sea to Britain until finally observed on 22nd June 2000 
by which time it had made its way north to the Orkney Islands. It subsequently 
emerged that Eric Dempsey had observed what must have been the same bird at 
the North Slob, Wexford a month earlier on 7th February, but the brief view did not 
permit his suspected identification to be confirmed.
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Pics. 112-113.
Booted Eagle, 

Rogerstown, Dublin, 
March 1999.

Photos: © Paul Kelly.

On leaving Rogerstown (Pics. 112-113) it proceeded to Waterford (March), Wexford 
(March and April), Down (April), back to Wexford (April), back to Dublin (June and 
July) and finally to Rathlin Island, Antrim (August). It next crossed the Irish Sea and 
was observed at locations in England from September 1999 to April 2000 variously 
seen in Kent, Cornwall, Somerset, Devon and Essex (when it was observed crossing 
the Thames Estuary) and was last seen in Scotland on North Ronaldsay, Orkney in 
June.
As the bird crossed national boundaries, this record was assessed by the IRBC, NI-
BARC (for Northern Ireland) and the BBRC/BOURC (for Britain) and all were in agree-
ment that it was not a genuine vagrant and therefore not eligible for Category A 
status and was assigned to Category D1. This is the only Irish record.

American Black Tern Chlidonias niger surinamensis 
1999: Juvenile, Sandymount Strand, Dublin, 3rd to 7th September (Irish Birds 6(4): 
563).
In late summer and early autumn, Sandymount Strand on Dublin Bay is a good place 
to search for Black Terns. These are birds of the nominate race niger on passage to 
their wintering grounds. When Belgian birder Peter Adriaens arrived there in the af-
ternoon it was not so unusual to find a group of seven Black Terns flying far out over 
the sea (later on, at least 18 Black Terns were present). While searching through 
these birds in the  hope of finding a White-winged Black Tern, he noticed a juvenile 
tern that showed obviously dark grey flanks (Adriaens 1999).
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Pic. 114.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe 

of Chimney Swift,
Cape Clear Island, Cork,

October 1999.

By a happy coincidence he had seen similar birds the previous week, but not in Ire-
land and not even in the Western Palearctic, but almost 3,000 miles away in Jamaica 
Bay, New York. It didn’t take him long to realise he was watching the first Black Tern 
of the North American race surinamensis for Ireland. Fortunately it hung around for 
four days allowing birders to catch up with this fascinating bird. This was the fourth 
record for the Western Palearctic.

Arctic Redpoll Acanthis hornemanni
1999: Dursey Island, Cork, 4th to 10th October (Irish Birds 6(4): 567).
Long time West Beara and Dursey Island regulars Tony Lancaster and Kieran Grace   
were searching fields around Tilickaffinna on Dursey Island as part of their daily rou-
tine. As Tony walked beside an old grass-covered dry stone wall he flushed a small 
pale passerine. It flew about three metres and sat up on a barbed wire fence. His 
first impression was that of a small Linnet like finch. It then flew a little further off 
to land on an exposed rock and while it was in flight, Tony noticed the whole of the 
lower back was snow-white. At that distance the overall paleness of the bird became 
even more striking. 
At this point the possibility it was an Arctic Redpoll was considered but more de-
tails of the bird would be required to clinch it. Thankfully it was fairly confiding and 
during three further sightings made by Tony and Kieran all the relevant features 
needed to confirm a first Irish were noted. Lady luck was to shine on Tony again just 
under one year later when he found the second Irish record on Tory Island, Donegal 
(Lancaster 2002). There are two subspecies of Arctic Redpoll, hornemanni and exili-
pes (aka Coue’s Redpoll) and of the 12 records to date three have been confirmed 
as hornemanni, two as exilipes, with the remainder, including this first record, left 
unassigned. 
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Pics. 115-118.
Video-grabs of Common Nighthawk, Ballydonegan, Cork, October 1999.

Video scans by: © Tom Shevlin.

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica
1999: Cape Clear Island, Cork, 23rd October (Irish Birds 6(4): 563).
This bird was initially seen in flight over the sea just off Cape Clear Island in the vi-
cinity of the ‘Shag Rock’ by CCBO Warden Steve Wing at about 11:30. Later on it was 
over the island’s Fish Farm where it gave the best views and where it got buzzed by 
a raptor (probably a Sparrowhawk) sometime around 14:15 causing it to depart for 
good (Pic. 114). 
The Cape bird was the first of three Chimney Swifts seen that day; the next was 
found by Kieran Grace at Ballydonegan, Cork around 16:00 and the third was found 
by Frankie Tennant at the South Slob, Wexford in the early evening sometime after 
18:00. These birds were part of an influx of seven found in Counties Cork, Wexford 
and Wicklow in October 1999, with the last one seen on the 30th at Greystones, 
Wicklow. 
In 2005, a second influx brought a total of ten to Counties Cork, Kerry and Water-
ford, probably courtesy of Hurricane Wilma. The first of these was also on Cape 
Clear Island on 29th October and the last was at Farranfore Airport, Kerry on 9th 
November. There have been two other single records since with one at Mizen Head, 
Cork in October 2015 and another seen in flight over the N11 near the Beehive Inn, 
Wicklow in October 2019.  
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Pic. 119.
Brown Shrike, 
Ballyferriter, Kerry,
November 1999.
Photo: © Paul Gale.

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor
1999: Juvenile, Ballydonegan, West Beara, Cork, 24th October (Irish Birds 6(4): 563).
Paddy O’Keeffe and Chick McNally had travelled to Ballydonegan to twitch the Chim-
ney Swift found there the previous day by Kieran Grace. The lads had no luck and 
were driving along the coast road back to their B&B in Allihies when a Common 
Nighthawk flew in off the sea just ahead of them, turned and headed back towards 
Ballydonegan following the road. 
Stopping the car, Chick immediately jumped out and ran after it afraid of loosing it, 
but fortunately it came to settle on a rock where it remained until just before dusk 
when it began to fly up and down the coast (Pics. 115-118), eventually heading off in 
the direction of Barnes Gap never to be seen again. Just two others since, one at Ca-
herciveen, Kerry in October 2009 (found exhausted and taken in to care overnight) 
and one near Ballymena, Antrim in October 2019. 

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus
1999: Adult female, Ballyferriter, Kerry, 22nd November to 10th December (Irish 
Birds 7(1): 104).
Prior to heading to the local Post Office to collect her mail, it occurred to Jill Crosher 
that she really should bring her binoculars, but didn’t. She had not gone too far 
when she saw a bird with the typical profile of a shrike perched on a twig. She inad-
vertently disturbed it and it took off presenting a clean brown back as it flew away. 
She hurried back to get her bins and copy of Lars Jonsson’s Birds of Europe as well as 
shouting to her husband Ian, there’s a rare bird, before rushing back out. There was 
no sign of the bird on her return so she continued to Ballyferriter to collect the post. 
On her return she took stock of the situation while having a coffee. 
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Heading out again she didn’t have to go far as the bird was perched right beside 
her garden (Pic. 119)! It was a real puzzle as it didn’t seem to match anything in 
Birds of Europe so Jill phoned BirdWatch Ireland and spoke to Dick Coombes, who 
went through the features to look for on likely candidates Red-backed and Isabelline 
Shrikes, but neither satisfied what she saw.
As dusk fell Kerry birder Seamus Enright arrived, too late to see the bird but he came 
in and showed Jill and Ian pictures of various shrikes, and Brown Shrike became a 
possibility. By 07:45 next morning birders had started to arrive and the bird was 
soon found sitting on a briar. As the morning wore on the notion that it was a Brown 
Shrike gradually gained favour with the assembled throng and by midday the fol-
lowing day Brown Shrike was the consensus. For the next couple of weeks it was 
twitched by birders from near and far (Crosher 2000).

Taiga Merlin Falco columbarius columbarius
2000: Juvenile, between the Low and High Roads, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 29th Sep-
tember (Irish Birds 8(4): 590). 
A recent period of strong westerly winds at Cape Clear had promised much but the 
morning and afternoon had produced little in the way of migrants for Willie Mc-
Dowell and Dennis Weir, so they decided to head back to the Observatory. As they 
neared the place where the Low and High Roads meet in Cummer, Willie’s attention 
was drawn to movement in a bramble covered wall in a ditch that was about mid-
way between both roads. He pointed this out to Dennis and they soon realised it 
was a small dark raptor suggesting Hobby, intrigued they moved closer to get a bet-
ter look. Frustratingly, it remained mostly obscured in the brambles and they were 
unable to get the kind of views needed to determine an identification, but the bird’s  
behaviour was typical of an exhausted migrant.

Pic. 120.
Taiga Merlin, 

Cape Clear Island, Cork,
September 2000.

Photos: © Michael O’Keeffe.
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They returned to the Obs to alert others and on their return the bird was still present 
and still largely obscured. Nothing for it but take a chance and move in even closer 
for better views, which fortunately did not seem to alarm the bird too much, eventu-
ally getting within a few feet. At this point they could see it was on a Starling kill and 
while it showed obviously dark upperparts its small size alone strongly suggested 
Merlin, but not any form they were familiar with. By this time Michael O’Keeffe was 
on hand to take some excellent video footage. After some time they left the bird still 
puzzled by its unusually dark upperparts (Pic. 120). By a nice coincidence, a copy of 
David Sibley’s The North American Bird Guide had recently been acquired by the Obs. 
Suspecting it might be one of the North American races, Willie and Dennis checked 
the Merlin plates, eventually concluding that although some similarities with the 
nominate form were apparent, there was not enough to support a subspecific iden-
tification. Then, just a few days later Dennis found the Blue-winged Warbler in Cot-
ter’s Garden and the Merlin became largely forgotten about. 
Back home, Willie mentioned it to the renowned ornithologist Martin Garner, who 
immediately showed an interest and requested a copy of Michael O’Keeffe’s video 
footage. Between them they noted a range of plumage details that confirmed the 
bird as the nominate Nearctic form of Merlin, known as ‘Taiga’ Merlin (Garner 2002). 
To date it is the only Irish record and the first live record for the Western Palearctic 
following a juvenile male found dead at Akranes, Iceland in late October 1989.

Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora cyanoptera
2000: First-year male, Cotter’s Garden, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 4th to 10th October 
(Irish Birds 7(1): 107). 
Situated where it is in the path of Atlantic low-pressure systems there are days on 
Cape when the weather is so adverse that birding is physically impossible, and Tues-
day, 3rd October 2000 was one of those days as the tail-end of Hurricane Isaac 
lashed the island with torrential rain and violent storm force winds. In contrast, the 
following day arrived with light-airs and blue skies, and the consensus among bird-
ers was that the storm must have blown something mega to Cape.

Pics. 121-122.
Blue-winged Warbler, Cape Clear Island, Cork, October 2000.

Videograbs: © Stuart McKee.
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Pic. 123.
Acrylic painted by © Michael O’Keeffe of 

Blue-winged Warbler,
Cape Clear Island, Cork,

October 2000.

Pics. 124-125.
Blue-winged Warbler, Cape Clear Island, Cork, October 2000.

Photos: © Phil Palmer.
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Pic. 126.
Blue-winged Warbler, 

Cape Clear Island, Cork, 
October 2000.

Videoscan: © Paul Hackett.

On Wednesday morning there were just three birders on the island, a sign of the 
times. CCBO Warden Steve Wing offered Dennis Weir a lift to the north end as he 
was going to have a look at the Alderwood, but he declined. Willie McDowell with all 
his masterful patience, tramped off before Dennis was ready to leave the Obs so he 
followed along, out of sight in his wake.
As Dennis approached Cotter’s Pub he heard a strong crisp tzik call, then once again 
before entering Cotter’s. He stood at the bottom of the garden for about ten long 
seconds impatiently wondering if he might encounter the call’s source? All of a sud-
den in a flurry of yellow, blue and white a small bird launched itself vertically out of 
a patch of nettles at the opposite side of the garden. It dropped back out of view, 
but a short time later repeated this action, each time rising about ten feet in the 
air. At that point Dennis had no idea what he was looking at, but something that 
bright could only be a Yank. Eventually the shaking stems of the nettles yielded brief 
glimpses of what he now guessed was a Blue-winged Warbler, not news he was 
anxious to put out if he was wrong! The bird then took flight up the slope of Cotter’s 
out of the garden and was gone. He began to whistle in the hope of attracting Wil-
lie’s attention and attempted to ring Steve, who answered but the connection was 
so poor that no words were exchanged. Eventually Willie appeared and they had a 
nervous wait until the bird flew back down and into the nettle patch.
Realising that Dennis was not entirely happy with his putative identification, Willie 
suggested to him that he should hightail it back to the Obs and consult a field guide, 
whilst Willie could relax, keep an eye on the bird and await his return. A good plan if 
it was followed, but this was not what ensued and before Dennis could return with 
confirmation of the bird’s identity Willie went ahead and put the news out.
One of the most stunning birds ever seen on Cape (Pics. 121-126). It was also very 
obliging, remaining for a further six days around Cotter’s, delighting the 600 or so 
birders that twitched it and who gave generously towards refurbishment of the Obs. 
To date is the only Irish record and the first for the Western Palearctic.
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Pics. 127-128.
Isabelline Shrike, 
WWR, North Slob, 
and in the hand,
November 2000.
Photos: © Alyn Walsh.

Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus
2000: First-winter, Begerin Island, WWR, North Slob, Wexford, 20th November to 9th 
December (Irish Birds 7(1): 105), trapped.
Tom Treacy, Michael Healy and Eddie O’Sullivan were on one of their regular vis-
its to the Wexford Wildfowl Reserve. Having checked the hides and spoke to the 
warden Tim Collins, they next drove out across the reserve. At about 12:15 they 
noticed some Tree Sparrows in the old cemetery on Begerin Island. As they watched 
them from the car their attention was drawn to another bird in the hedge that was 
brown with an unmistakable rust coloured tail. Fleeting glimpses of the bird sug-
gested Redstart or Black Redstart then it disappeared into denser foliage and was 
lost to sight. The engine was turned off, the windows rolled down and they waited. 
Fortunately the bird soon came back out and sat up on top of the hedge in full view 
leaving no doubt it was a shrike, but which one? 
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Pic. 129.
Baltimore Oriole, 

Baltimore, Cork, 
October 2001.

Photo: © John Coveney.

They called Alyn Walsh who lost no time getting there. Together they discussed the 
possible options, it was surely one of Red-backed, Woodchat, Isabelline or Brown 
Shrike. Checking the literature Red-backed and Brown were soon eliminated leav-
ing either Woodchat or Isabelline the most likely because of the rusty tail and the 
amount of red in the tail was clearly pointing to Isabelline Shrike (Pic. 127), which 
was confirmed during its almost three week stay (Treacy 2002). 
Alyn Walsh trapped it on 28th November (Pic. 128) and further investigations sug-
gested it was an example of the nominate form sometimes known as Daurian Shrike 
that was previously treated as a subspecies of Red-backed Shrike. It was the second 
first Irish shrike in just a couple of days short of a year! 

Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti
2001: Male in song, Ballymacoda, Cork, 21st May (Irish Birds 7(3): 407, Smiddy 2005).
Returning home along Ring Strand at Ballymacoda, Pat Smiddy was halted in his 
tracks by an exceptionally loud burst of song from a small bird in a Hawthorn hedge 
on adjacent farmland. He first thought it was a very loud Wren but that was soon 
dispelled once he heard the song a second time. Over the next 30 minutes Pat heard 
about five or six further bursts of song but only managed one brief glimpse of a me-
dium sized brown bird at a range of 20 metres using 8 x 30 binoculars. In all this time 
the bird moved about 25 metres along the hedge, at one point (when not observed 
by Pat) crossing to another hedge at right angles to the first. Looked for the next day 
there was no sign of the bird nor on any subsequent days.
At this point Pat was unable to put a name to the species but during the following 
weeks he listened to recorded songs of the most likely candidates concluding the 
choice lay between Cetti’s Warbler and Nightingale. Then in May 2003 and June 2004 
he had the opportunity to study both these bird’s songs on visits to woodland and 
reedbed habitats in Kent and on the basis of what he heard he identified the Bal-
lymacoda bird as a male Cetti’s Warbler. Some earlier records were reviewed by the 
IRBC and were no longer found acceptable (Irish Birds 7(2): 241-250).
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Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula
2001: Horseshoe Cove, Baltimore, Cork, 7th to 8th October (Farrell 2003, Irish Birds 
7(2): 238).  
On Saturday, 6th October 2001, Sean Farrell, Aidan G. Kelly and Dara Fitzpatrick 
travelled to west Cork for a weekend’s birding. The recent occurrence of two Myr-
tle Warblers in the southwest had whet their appetite with the prospect of finding 
Nearctic flits. Most of Saturday was spent at Galley Head before heading on to Bal-
timore where they spent the night. On Sunday Sean suggested they remain around 
Baltimore and check the gardens that line the road heading southwest to Horse-
shoe Cove and the Baltimore Beacon. On reaching the Cove just before 07:00 they 
considered heading back to Baltimore for breakfast but Aidan and Dara preferred to 
push on to the Beacon while Sean decided to remain at the Cove and catch up later.
After a while Sean left to follow the lads but hadn’t gone very far when he noticed 
some bird activity in the first garden he came to. Raising his binoculars he saw a 
yellow/orange bird with a body about the size of a thrush and with dark wings and 
two white wing-bars. He immediately suspected Baltimore Oriole, having recent ex-
perience of the species just three weeks previous on a trip to Cape May, New Jersey. 
Sean’s tentative identification was soon confirmed when the bird perched out on 
top of brambles before taking a few short flights then frustratingly landed out of 
sight somewhere back in the garden. Both Aidan and Dara were contacted and they 
hurried back and it wasn’t long before the Oriole flew up settling on a Fuchsia beside 
a garage where it gave them good views as it moved along the hedge searching for 
grubs (Pic. 129). However, after a few minutes it flew off disappearing behind the ga-
rage and they never saw it again. It was the 27th record for the Western Palearctic. 
Later on that same day it was seen again by others close to Rolf’s Hostel in the village 
where it was seen again the following morning from about 06:00 to 09:00 and was 
last seen heading inland. How very appropriate that Ireland’s first Baltimore Oriole 
should have been found in Baltimore!   

Pics. 130-131.
Video-grabs of Balearic Woodchat Shrike, Mizen Head, Cork, June 2002.

Video scans by: © Michael O’Keeffe.
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Balearic Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator badius
2002: First-summer female, Mizen Head, Cork, 3rd to 5th June (Hanafin & Hussey 
2002, Irish Birds 7(4): 570). 
On the June Bank Holiday Monday in 2002, Dan Ballard visited Mizen Head where he 
found a Montagu’s Harrier, two Quail, a Common Rosefinch and a Woodchat Shrike. 
This fine haul attracted a few others to the area later in the day but by the time they 
arrived most had moved on or could not be found, but at least the Woodchat Shrike 
was still present. Even though it was at some distance when Maurice Hanafin first 
picked it up he commented upon the fact there appeared to be less white in the 
wing than usually expected.
Some time later Harry Hussey noticed the shrike sat on a Fuchsia and he drew it 
to the attention of Maurice, Seamus Enright and Mike O’Keeffe and all of them re-
marked on the absence of the expected white patch at the base of the primaries, 
thus raising the possibility it was the western Mediterranean subspecies badius. The 
Collins Bird Guide (Mullarney et al. 2009) was consulted, which supported their sus-
picions and this was further consolidated when other literature, including BWP VII, 
described the absence of white in the primaries as diagnostic (Pics. 130-131). The 
record was duly accepted as a Balearic Woodchat Shrike and published in the 2003 
rare bird report. Just one other since at Rathangan, Wexford in May 2009.

Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus
2002: Adult, off Bridges of Ross, Clare, 23rd July (Irish Birds 7(3): 403).
At 09:00 and after a few hours seawatching Richard Millington was enjoying some 
breakfast, while at the same time keeping half an eye on the sea. In between mouth-
fuls he glanced through his scope and saw a slightly out of focus bird filling the 
frame. It looked a bit like a Long-tailed Skua but once Richard focused his scope his 
heart leapt and he shouted Bridled Tern, very much an initial guess! Directions were 
shouted and others present got on to it, now it was time to get to grips with the 
identity and once Killian Mullarney picked up the bird he identified it as Sooty Tern. 
There is just one other since off Rockabill and Shenick Island, Skerries, Dublin in July 
2005 and later at Groomsport, Down in August before returning to the Skerries later 
that month. It was previously on the other side of the Irish Sea around Anglesey in 
early July.

White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys
2003: Male, Ballinacarraige, West Beara, Cork, 20th to 27th May (Hussey 2003, Irish 
Birds 7(4): 573).
Penny and David Durell noticed a bird coming to the feeders in their garden at Bal-
linacarraige near the tip of Crow Head that was unknown to them. One very obvi-
ous feature was that its tail feathers were missing, possibly the result of a close 
encounter with a cat? A search of the field guides failed to find anything similar so 
they contacted Kieran Grace in Dublin in the hope he might be able to put a name 
to it. Kieran asked them to describe the bird’s main features and from their answers 
tentatively suggested White-crowned Sparrow. Kieran then phoned local birders 
with news of the bird and as a result Peter Wolstenholme got there about 13:30 and 
upon seeing the bird was able to confirm it was a White-crowned Sparrow (Pic. 132). 
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Pic. 132.
White-crowned Sparrow, 

Ballinacarraige, Cork, 
May 2003.

Photo: © Kieran Grace.

It remained with the Durell’s for a week. It was often seen on or near their feeders 
that were setup by the garden gate, favouring either the peanut feeder or down  
among the seeds and bits of peanut scattered underneath on the ground. When 
disturbed it would instantly take refuge in the garden’s thick hedges. This is the only 
Irish record and the seventh for the Western Palearctic.

Redhead Aythya americana
2003: Male, Lough Errul, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 12th to 15th July (Irish Birds 7(4): 
552).
On Saturday, 12th July 2003, Geoff Oliver dropped in to the Observatory on Cape 
Clear to let the Warden Steve Wing know there was a Pochard on Lough Errul. In-
trigued, Steve checked the records and discovered it would represent just the third 
for Cape, so he suggested they both return to take a look, especially as Geoff had 
expressed the opinion that it did look a bit different and had a yellow eye quite un-
like a Pochard’s dark eye.
On their return the bird was easily located on the lake (Pics. 133-134) and they agreed 
it did not look quite right for Pochard, showing a rounded head, pale blue-grey bill 
with a black tip, mottled black breast, a grey back with paler grey flanks, black rump 
and tail and an orange/yellow eye. The Collins Bird Guide (Mullarney et al. 2009) was 
consulted followed by a phone call to Killian Mullarney for advice on the identity. 
The possibility that it was a hybrid was discussed but eventually ruled out before the 
identification of Redhead was reached. Fortunately It obliged by remaining faithful 
to Lough Errul for four days providing great views for the many that twitched the 
bird. This is the only Irish record and the sixth for the Western Palearctic.
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Pics. 133-134.
Redhead, 

Cape Clear Island, Cork, 
July 2003.

Photos: © Kieran Fahy.

Booted Warbler Iduna caligata
2003: East Town, Tory Island, Donegal, 27th September (Irish Birds 7(4): 565).
Early in the forenoon of Saturday, 27th September 2003, Dennis Weir and Willie 
McDowell were birding along the track heading towards East Town on Tory Island. 
Willie had gone on ahead and was calling to Dennis that he had found a Garden 
Warbler. Dennis however, was more interested in a pale warbler he noticed flitting 
along the ground in a grassy ditch. 
It immediately rang ‘rare bird’ alarm bells and Dennis shouted for Willie to get back 
pronto. At this point it flew across the road and landed on some lobster pots where 
it sat out in full view. Others soon arrived, fortunately the bird obliged by remaining 
in sight throughout the day, spending most of the time hoping between Umbellifers 
feeding on spiders and insects (Pic. 135).      
The possibility that it was a Sykes’s or Eastern Olivaceous Warbler was considered 
and fully discussed but the consensus was that it was a Booted Warbler and a first 
Irish. The remote location did not prevent as many as a dozen birders twitching it 
that evening and when last seen the bird appeared to be well settled. Despite this, 
and to everyone’s disappointment, especially those arriving on the morning ferry, it 
was not found the next day.  
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Pic. 135.
Booted Warbler, 
Tory Island, Donegal, 
September 2003.
Photo: © John Coveney.

Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas
2003: First-winter male, Loop Head Lighthouse, Clare, 3rd to 4th October (Irish Birds 
7(4): 573). 
Following a business meeting in Ennis on Friday, 3rd October 2003, Paul Archer 
found he had some free time on his hands. As the forecast bode well for an after-
noon seawatch he headed to Bridges of Ross only to discover that despite strong 
winds there were no seabirds passing. The thought of looking for migrants around 
nearby Kilbaha village in such weather did not excite him, but it was either that or 
an early four-hour drive home so he choose the former encouraged by the recent 
occurrence of Booted, Radde’s and Arctic Warblers in Donegal and the possibility of 
another eastern vagrant. 
With nothing to show after two hours searching the gardens at Kilbaha he decided 
to head to the lighthouse in the hope of seeing the American Golden Plover that had 
been in the area recently, but he also had it in mind to check if there had been any 
bird strikes at the light. The lighthouse’s compound consists of an open area cov-
ered in weeds and tall rough grasses and the vegetation around the perimeter walls 
might just be the sort of place a tired migrant would take refuge in.
By 17:45 Paul had almost completed a walk through the area when he disturbed 
a bird from the ground just a few feet in front of him. Although he only got a two 
second view of it sat out on a Dock weed before it dived back into cover he was left 
completely dumbstruck as he knew it was a Common Yellowthroat (Pic. 136) while 
at the same time experiencing the strange feeling that he simply could not believe 
what he’d just seen! He managed a few more brief views before returning to his car 
(no mobile coverage at the headland) to release the news but with about 90 min-
utes of daylight remaining it was too late to expect many to get there that night but 
he asked Killian Mullarney to contact Clare birder John Murphy who arrived at the 
headland about 19:00. 
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Pic. 136.
Common Yellowthroat, 
Loop Head, Clare, 
October 2003.
Photo: © Tom Shevlin.

While Paul was checking elsewhere John walked down the outside wall of the com-
pound and disturbed the bird from an area of rough grass along the cliff slope. A 
short while later they met up and saw it in flight a few times before eventually ush-
ering it back towards the original spot inside the perimeter wall in the hopes that 
it would roost there. Although the views they had were not great they were good 
enough to be certain of its identity and both retired to a Kilbaha pub for a quick 
celebration! Fortunately the bird was still present the next day and was consider-
ably more obliging to the assembled crowd, allowing a series of good photographs 
to be obtained. To date this is the only Irish record and the ninth for the Western 
Palearctic.

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus
2003: Juvenile, Leabgarrow, Arranmore Island, Donegal 10th to 11th October (Irish 
Birds 7(4): 557).
During the afternoon of Friday, 10th October 2003 Rick Mundy noticed a plover that 
was smaller and more compact when compared with other Ringed Plovers it was 
loosely associating with on the sandy beach at Leabgarrow on Arranmore Island. 
These and other features he noted (including clear webbing between its outer and 
middle toes) made Rick think he was watching a Semipalmated Plover (Pic. 137) and 
this was confirmed when it flew a short distance uttering the diagnostic call. 
The news was released quickly and birders arrived the following morning on the 
first ferry but to their dismay there was no sign of it at Leabgarrow and searches 
of other nearby likely locations drew a blank also. Then at 16:00 it returned to the 
spot it was originally found and remained around there until at least 18:20. Unfortu-
nately it was not there when looked for on the following two days when it was noted 
that most of the Ringed Plover had departed also.
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Pic. 137.
Semipalmated Plover, 
Arranmore Island, Donegal, 
October 2003.
Photo: © Eugene Archer.

Hume’s Warbler Phylloscopus humei
2003: Knockadoon Head, Cork, 18th December to 6th January 2004 (Irish Birds 7(4): 
567).
On Thursday, 18th December 2003, Harry Hussey was birding in east Cork with Iain 
Hill. Having seen the female Ring-necked Duck at Ballyhonock Lake they decided to 
go check a few coastal sites and Harry suggested Knockadoon Head. On arrival the 
only bird seen was a Reed Bunting so they walked on towards the large garden near 
what is known locally as the ‘Holy Ground’. 
A movement in an ivy-covered hedge caught Harry’s attention and his initial impres-
sion was of Chiffchaff. However once viewed through binoculars it became appar-
ent it was no Chiffer, in particular the presence of an obvious pale wing-bar on the 
greater coverts, a prominent supercilium and pale fringes to the tertials seemed to 
indicate that it was a Yellow-browed Warbler or even better, a Hume’s Warbler.

Harry strongly suspected Hume’s, indeed he had been predicting one to all and sun-
dry for some time, especially given the number of birds found in northwest Europe 
earlier that autumn. Important now to alert local birders but with no mobile signal 
at the site Iain drove back to the crossroads to get the news out. While he was gone 
Harry managed to see the bird again and this time at closer range. The features 
previously noted were quickly confirmed as well as its dark legs, minimum median 
covert-bar and a buffish wash to the supercilium in front of the eye. Just for good 
measure, the bird called once before disappearing, definitely a Hume’s! Over the 
next few weeks many made the journey to Knockadoon and although it could be 
elusive at times everyone eventually got reasonable views (Pics. 138-141).
Remarkably the second Irish was found just ten days later by Killian Mullarney near 
Loftus Hall on Hook Head. This one stayed even longer than the Knockadoon bird 
right up to 27th March 2004. 
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Pics. 138-141.
Video-grabs of Hume’s Warbler, Knockadoon Head, Cork, December 2003.
Video scans by: © Paul Moore.

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris

2004: Adult, Swords, Inner Malahide Estuary, Dublin, 25th July (Irish Birds 8(1): 113).
Returning home from a rather quiet seawatch at Skerries, Joe Doolan decided to 
stop off at Swords. The tide was out exposing a lot of mud where plenty of waders 
had gathered. Scanning a group of Dunlin, Redshank and Black-tailed Godwit, Joe 
noticed a bird much bigger than a Dunlin, body size similar to Redshank but short 
legged, very dark upperparts and pure white below. Joe decided to move in closer 
and try get it in the scope, which he did when about 200 metres off. The bird was 
asleep so all he could see was the breast and nape and he had no idea what it was!   
After a while the flock moved closer to the northern shore and when some Black-
tailed Godwits were disturbed they spooked the mystery bird flock also. Fortunately 
Joe managed to locate it again once they settled back on the mud. Joe was doing 
his best to get some clues to its identity and having considered and eliminated a 
host of potential candidates he eventually concluded it just had to be a Great Knot! 
Unfortunately before anyone else could get to Swords the flock, including the Great 
Knot, were disturbed by dog walkers and took flight, eventually disappearing from 
view and despite much searching it was never refound. This is the only Irish record 
to date.
However that’s not the end of the story as just six days later on 31st July, British 
birder Chris Batty made a 06:20 visit to his local patch at Skippool Creek on the River 
Wyre near Fleetwood and found what is almost certainly the same individual that 
was at Swords on 25th July and had crossed the Irish Sea in the interim (Pic. 142). 
This was a one-hour wonder also but gave everyone a second chance by returning 
to the same location on 16th and 17th August. 
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Green Heron Butorides virescens
2005: First-winter, Schull Harbour, Cork, 11th to 13th October (Irish Birds 8(3): 377, 
McDermott 2005).
Following about 30 hours of heavy rain, a break in the weather made Peter McDer-
mott’s mind up to head out, greatly encouraged by news of a Grey-cheeked Thrush 
at nearby Kinsale the previous weekend. Some flighty Common Sandpipers were 
present around Schull Harbour but with no sign of a Spotted Sandpiper among 
them Peter moved on to walk along the shoreline where he flushed a small dark 
heron from below trees ten metres ahead of him. It took off, eventually landing on a 
low rocky headland about 100 metres off, where it began to feed in its pools. Peter 
moved closer and began to take note of its features.
It was smaller than Little Egret, dark bronze-green above, dark blue cap, chestnut 
sides, yellow-green legs and a stout dark bill, overall a very distinctive and impressive 
bird (Pic. 143). Although probably a heron, at times it could appear rail-like when it 
adopted a hunched down posture. Peter phoned Ed Carty in Tralee with the details, 
who then phoned Killian Mullarney and from the description Killian concluded it was 
a Green Heron. Once the news was put out birders began to arrive including a party 
who twitched it from Cape Clear Island. It remained in the harbour area for a further 
two days. To date it is the only Irish record.     
Photographic evidence confirmed that the same bird relocated to Red Wharf Bay, 
Anglesey, Wales the following 7th to 20th November.

Pic. 142.
Great Knot, 

Skippool Creek, River Wyre, 
July 2004.

Photo: © Chris Batty.
Almost certainly the same bird 

that was at Swords six days 
previous.
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Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus sanctijohannis
2005: Juvenile male, Tulla, near Ennis, Clare, 11th October (Irish Birds 8(3): 379, Mul-
larney & Murphy 2005). Found exhausted.
On Tuesday, 11th October 2005, Alan Donovan found a buzzard in a field near Ennis 
that was so weak it allowed him pick it up and take home where he took care of it 
and helped it recuperate. Alan informed local wildlife ranger Barry O’Donoghue of 
the bird who in turn brought it to the attention of local birder John Murphy who pro-
visionally identified it as a Rough-legged Buzzard but was aware there were some 
features that did not quite fit. John took pictures and sent them to Killian Mullarney 
who identified it as a dark-morph juvenile male of the Nearctic form of Rough-leg-
ged Buzzard known as Rough-legged Hawk. 
In Alan’s care the bird went from strength to strength increasing its weight from 
400 to 770 grams, at which point it was considered ready to be put back in to the 
wild. The North Slob in Wexford was selected as an ideal release site on account of 
the greater abundance of suitable prey found there (compared to where it was first 
picked up) and where there would be more opportunities to monitor its physical 
well-being. Despite these well-thought-out considerations the bird clearly had other 
ideas and upon release on 2nd November promptly took off never to be seen again. 
This is the only record to date.

Pic. 143.
Green Heron, 

Schull Harbour, Cork, 
October 2005.

Photo: © Victor Caschera.
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Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephala islandica
2005: Adult male, Quoile Pondage NNR, near Downpatrick, Down, 20th November to 
15th April 2006 (Irish Birds 8(3): 376). 
On Sunday, 20th November 2005, the Antrim RSPB Group had organised an outing 
that included a visit to the Quoile Pondage NNR. As they were walking towards the 
Quoile Yacht Club the Barrow’s was pointed out by one of the group and identified 
by Ian Webb (Pic. 144). The bird remained faithful to the Quoile remaining into 2006 
and what is presumed to be the same individual returned annually until the winter 
of 2007/08. This is the only record to date.

Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus
2006: Female, Mizen Head, Cork, 8th to 9th May (Irish Birds 8(3): 414). 
Having spent some time birding around Mizen Head, Dan Ballard and Paul Con-
naughton had returned to Dan’s house near Three Castles Head, where on arrival 
Dan noticed a bird on a wire about 100 yards distant that immediately looked inter-
esting. Initial thoughts turned to Ortolan Bunting but that did not quite fit. Viewed 
in the scope it was fairly nondescript with a beady eye and showed a hint of yellow, 
which suggested Yellowhammer but that did not fit the bill either. Then it then took 
off and called zi zi zi, which Dan recognised as the call of a Cirl Bunting!  
With this realisation both Dan and Paul did their best to keep track of the bird but 
it was flighty, constantly on the move and during the hour and a half they had it in 
view the closest they managed to get to it was 25 yards and when last seen it was 
disappearing inland. Fortunately Dan managed to shoot some video, which when 
examined later on left no doubt it was a Cirl Bunting (Pics. 145-146). To date this is 
the only Irish record.

Pic. 144.
Barrow’s Goldeneye, 

Quoile Pondage NNR, 
on one of its return visits 

in March 2007.
Photo: © Derek Charles.
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Pics. 145-146.
Video-grabs of Cirl Bunting, Mizen Head, Cork, May 2006.
Video scans by: © Dan Ballard.

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis
2006: First-winter female, Kilbaha, Clare, 8th to 13th October (Hanafin 2006, Irish 
Birds 8(3): 414). 
On Sunday, 8th October 2006, Kerry birders Maurice Hanafin and Seamus Enright 
travelled to Clare for a Red-eyed Vireo reported in Kilbaha. They arrived at 14:00 and 
soon after located the vireo in the back garden of Keating’s Pub. To begin with the 
vireo proved elusive but it eventually settled down and showed well. After a while 
Maurice headed off to check gardens on the road to Loop Head while Seamus de-
cided to remain and try get some photos of the vireo.  
Maurice’s first stop was to check Peter Gibson’s garden about 300 metres from Kil-
baha. By this time the weather was showing signs of improving with the sun coming 
out and the wind dropping. The better conditions brought birds out in the garden, 
the best being a Chiffchaff. Then Maurice heard a sound behind him causing him to 
turn around and to his amazement saw a golden bird sitting in a small Sycamore. He 
did a double-take but he wasn’t dreaming, it was really there (Pics. 147-148 & Cover). 
Maurice managed to call Seamus with his phone in one hand and bins in the other. 
His message to Seamus was clear and precise; I have a luminous American warbler, 
whatever it is, we have a mega, hurry! Maurice raced back to the car to check Sib-
ley’s The North American Bird Guide, then rushed back just as Seamus arrived but 
there was no sign of the bird. As they were waiting, both desperately hoping the 
bird would return, Maurice told Seamus he thought it was a Canada Warbler. Then 
after a few minutes Seamus said, I have it, and Maurice rang Eric Dempsey to get the 
news out on BINS, but was so overwhelmed with his great find his voice failed and 
had to pass the phone to Seamus to finish the call.
The bird remained in the garden for five days during which time hundreds travelled 
to see it. It could be elusive at times in the thickly wooded garden but with patience 
it always eventually came out and gave good views. To date it is the only Irish record 
and just the second for the Western Palearctic after a male at Gullbringusýsla, Ice-
land in September 1973 that was captured in a derelict car.
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Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum
2006: Lough Errul, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 20th October (Irish Birds 8(4): 604).
During the morning of Friday, 20th October 2006, Paul and Andrea Kelly found an 
unstreaked Acrocephalus warbler in a cabbage field just above Lough Errul on Cape 
Clear Island (Pic. 149). It was quite active feeding on brambles but also disappearing 
in among the cabbages from time to time. Reed Warbler was an obvious candidate 
however Andrea was not wholly convinced and Paul even considered the possibility 
it might be a Booted, Eastern Olivaceous or Sykes’s Warbler but as neither Paul or 
Andrea nor others present who saw the bird felt able to reach a definite conclusion 
with any confidence they settled on Reed Warbler as the most likely.

Pics. 147-148.
Canada Warbler, 

Kilbaha, Clare,
October 2006.

Photos: 
© Michael O’Keeffe (left),

© Kit Day (below).
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In September 2008 Killian Mullarney was searching the Web for pictures of Reed 
and Marsh Warblers. While checking Paul and Andrea’s website he was astonished 
to see what was obviously a Blyth’s Reed Warbler labelled as a Reed Warbler, it was 
a photo of the bird that was at Lough Errul in October 2006 that had eluded a defini-
tive identification back then! Killian lost no time in contacting Paul with his discovery. 
As a result Paul submitted a description of the bird to the IRBC and it was accepted 
as the first Irish record.

Black-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg
2007: Male, Longfield Point, Lough Foyle, Derry/Londonderry, 24th April (Irish Birds 
8(4): 604).
The polders at Lough Foyle are perhaps best known in birding circles for the va-
grant waders that can turn up there in the autumn months, but this ‘reclaimed’ 
open landscape and the seawalls that enclose it also serve as a flyway for migrat-
ing passerines. In the early afternoon of Tuesday, 24th April 2007, Matthew Tickner 
was carrying out an assessment of breeding Lapwing numbers on the open fields 
at Donnybrewer and Longfield (a single large polder) and it was evident that there 
were bird movements afoot on a fairly large scale. 
Around 3,500 smart-looking Golden Plovers with breeding plumage well advanced 
were getting ready to move north; these were joined by some 120 Ringed Plovers, 
170 Black-tailed Godwits, six Ruffs and 70 Whimbrels in scattered groups. But also 
along these fields and seawalls, totals of around 100 White Wagtails and 50 Wheat-
ears were noted as singles and in small and large groups, feeding up enthusiastically 
on the available invertebrate offerings. Longfield Point is at the northeastern tip of 
this polder, where on the seaward side of the seawall a small shell beach has accu-
mulated, backed by vegetation. 

Pic. 149.
Blyth’s Reed Warbler, 
Cape Clear Island, Cork,
October 2006.
Photo: © Paul Kelly.
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Arriving at this end point, Matthew could see its sheltered conditions had attracted 
a good number of White Wagtails to forage. Scanning these birds, he counted 45 
before an arresting sight stopped him in his tracks. At a range of perhaps 20 metres, 
he knew what he was looking at immediately, having seen these birds previously in 
Greece and Italy - a spanking male Black-headed Wagtail! The bright and pure yellow 
underparts seemed completely out of place in that location, and they contrasted 
markedly with the jet-black head feathering that extended to the hind-neck, this in 
turn showing a fairly abrupt transition to a dark olive mantle. Broad pale fringes on 
dark wing feathers gave rise to fairly distinct covert bars, whilst dark eyes almost 
lost in the black head, and all-black, long tarsi and black bill completed the picture. 
No white feathering could be seen around the eyes, supercilial or submoustachial 
areas.
The bird appeared happy foraging in the company of the White Wagtails and, like 
these birds, gave occasional brief calls from the ground. These calls were not too 
dissimilar to those of the more familiar flavissima Yellow Wagtail, but were slight-
ly more drawn-out, slightly down-slurred in pitch at the end, and a little hoarser-
sounding - thus not as clear in quality as typical flavissima calls. Black-headed Wag-
tail is the southeast Europe, Asia Minor and Central Asia form of Western Yellow 
Wagtail. To date this is the only record.

Eastern Subalpine Warbler Curruca cantillans
2007: Male in song, Tarmon, Mullet Peninsula, Mayo, 3rd May (Irish Birds 10(2): 253). 
Dick Coombes was in Mayo undertaking work as part of the Countryside Bird Sur-
vey. Early on Thursday, 3rd May 2007, he had surveyed a one kilometre square of 
blanket bog at Belderrig in north Mayo and by 10:15 was back in the kitchen of the 
house he was staying in at Tarmon preparing a much needed breakfast. 

Pic. 150.
Eastern Subalpine Warbler, 

Tarmon, Mayo, 
May 2007.

Photo: © Dick Coombes.
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Knowing the sausages would take longer to cook than everything else he popped 
them on the pan then went and stood in the doorway of the cottage to admire the 
view. Almost immediately he heard a brief snippet of unfamiliar song coming from 
low vegetation in front of the house. The scratchy quality of some elements in the 
song straight away suggested a Sylvia warbler (vaguely Whitethroat-like, but more 
rapid), or perhaps a Hippolais?
Dick quickly picked up the bird with the naked eye in a Hawthorn and could just 
about make it out as greyish and relatively small. He rushed back inside to grab his 
bins and camera (not forgetting to turn off the sausages). Fortunately after a short 
wait the bird came out and clearly showed itself to be a male Subalpine Warbler. 
Dick rang Dave Suddaby, who was 20 minutes away, and together they watched it 
flitting about giving snatches of song for about 40 minutes until it became lost to 
view in a tangle of brambles. 
Dave began checking the literature to try determine the subspecies. Some of the 
features noted appeared to rule out the nominate form of Subalpine, especially tell-
ing was how the reddish-brown patch on the breast was more or less restricted to 
the chin, throat and upper breast in contrast to the almost white underparts (espe-
cially white along the flanks). The sub-moustachial stripe was broad and noticeably 
white and the upperparts a distinct blue-grey. Taken together all these strongly sug-
gested albistriata, the eastern race of Subalpine Warbler (Pic. 150). However, teasing 
out these anomalies to finally assign it to the eastern form with confidence took 
considerable time and research and it would not be formally published until the 
2014 report. Some years later this form was raised to full species status by the IOC 
as Eastern Subalpine Warbler. 

Pic. 151.
Mourning Dove, 

Inishbofin, Galway, 
November 2007.

Photo: © Tom Shevlin.
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Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura
2007: Inishbofin, Galway, 2nd to 15th November (Irish Birds 8(4): 600, McGeehan 
2008). 
Inishbofin island lies about five miles off the Connemara coast to the northwest of 
Cleggan Bay. In recent years the island has featured prominently in the conscious-
ness of Irish birders because of the many great birds found there including two first 
Irish records, the first of which was a Mourning Dove found by Anthony McGeehan 
on Friday, 2nd November 2007 (Pic. 151). It spent the next two weeks roaming the 
island and was last seen on 15th November. This was the sixth record for the West-
ern Palearctic.
Comparisons with photographs of a Mourning Dove present in northeastern Ger-
many and at Skagen, Denmark during May 2008 strongly suggest it was the same 
bird relocating, so maybe it has settled for a life on this side of the pond. There has 
been three others, at Garinish Point on the Beara Peninsula in October 2009, near 
Ballyconneely, Galway in November 2018 and Valentia Island, Kerry in October 2020. 

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea
2008: First-year, Barnaderg Bay, near Letterfrack, Galway, 24th September to 22nd 
October (Breen 2008, Irish Birds 9(1): 87). 
On Wednesday 24th September 2008, the report of a Little Egret at Barnaderg Bay 
near Letterfrack was brought to the attention of Aonghus O’Donaill and Dermot 
Breen. Upon arrival they managed to locate it on the shore opposite the Avoca Gift 
Shop. It showed some features they were unable to resolve with a typical Little Egret 
and even considered the possibility it might be a Snowy Egret but that was soon 
discounted, so when they left it was with a nagging feeling they couldn’t quite put 
their finger on. 

Pic. 152.
Little Blue Heron, 

Barnaderg Bay, Galway, 
October 2008.

Photo: © Tom Shevlin.
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Ten days later on 4th October Dermot was birding on Inishmore and that evening 
he settled down to browse David Sibley’s The North American Bird Guide in order to 
‘gen-up’ on Nearctic wood warblers. He never got past page 63, because that’s when 
he saw the Barnaderg bird looking straight out at him and it wasn’t a Little Egret, 
wasn’t a Snowy Egret but a lovely juvenile Little Blue Heron! A rather frantic text 
message was sent to Aonghus that ensured after a very sleepless night he was back 
in Barnaderg Bay at first light the following morning when he was able to confirm 
the bird was still there and that it was very definitely a Little Blue Heron (Pic. 152). 
It remained to 22nd October attracting a steady stream of birders from Ireland and 
Britain. Little Blue Heron is mainly sedentary although birds in the northern part 
of its range do migrate south. Young birds, like the Barnaderg individual are white, 
only acquiring their distinctive blue plumage as they age. To date it is the only Irish 
record as well as the first European and fourth for the Western Palearctic (all previ-
ous WP records were on the Azores).

Pacific Diver Gavia pacifica
2009: Adult, Tawin Island, Galway, 12th January, and, presumed same, Oranmore, 
Galway, 30th January 2010, and Finvarra Point, Clare, 6th to 28th March and 2nd to 
23rd May 2010 (Irish Birds 9(2): 288 & 9(3): 454).
While undertaking an I-WeBS count off Rinville Point near Oranmore on Friday, 30th 
January 2010, Michael Davis found and photographed a Pacific Diver. This species 
had long been treated as a race of Black-throated Diver and indeed both look very 
similar, which makes Michael’s identification all the more impressive. Efforts to re-
locate the bird were not immediately successful and it looked like it was going to go 
down as a one-day wonder until it turned up again six weeks later on the other side 
of Galway Bay at Finvarra Point in Clare (Pics. 153-154). It hung around that location 
on and off throughout March, went missing in April, but returned in May until last 
seen on the 23rd. 

Pics. 153-154.
Pacific Diver, Finvarra Point, Clare, March 2010.

Photos: © Dermot Breen.



Page 151First Irish Records 1800 to 2010, v.1.7 - Joe Hobbs

So far so good, but that was not the end of the story. More than a year previous to 
Michael Davis’s great find two British birders, Paul Cook and Lawrence Pitcher were 
on a visit to the west of Ireland early in 2009. While at Tawin Island on 12th January 
they noticed an interesting looking diver swimming well offshore. Despite manag-
ing to grab video footage of the bird its exact identification eluded them and being 
cautious birders they were not prepared to jump to any conclusions. However as 
time went by they began to suspect more and more they had found a Pacific Diver. 
Perhaps encouraged by both 2010 sightings, Paul and Lawrence submitted their 
video footage and extensive field notes to the Irish Rare Birds Committee as Pacific 
Diver, which was duly accepted as the first Irish record. It is assumed that all the 
sightings in Galway and Clare in 2009 and 2010 involved the same individual bird. 
Subsequently Pacific Divers were seen in the vicinity of Tawin Island in 2014, 2016 
and 2018 but these have been regarded as new arrivals. 

Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus
2009: Immature, in position 51°19’N, 008°33’W, 8th September (Bretille 2009, Irish 
Birds 9(2): 257).
French ornithologist Vincent Bretille was working through a year long contract to 
monitor seabirds in the Celtic and Irish Seas. During the second week of September 
2009 he was on the fishing vessel La Servane that was trawling south of Kinsale, 
Cork on the 8th. After three days of strong winds Vincent took advantage of calmer 
conditions and a bright sunset for a photography session from the boat’s stern. 
This soon paid off when he noticed a bird with a long white pointed tail and orange-
toned beak about 20 metres off heading towards the boat. Totally perplexed he 
could hardly believe his eyes, but there was no doubt about it, he was watching an 
immature Red-billed Tropicbird (Pic. 155).
For about 30 seconds the bird came as close as ten metres, then it doubled back 
over the boat and disappeared from view briefly, before reappearing 30 metres to 
starboard. At this point it was buzzed by a Bonxie causing it to accelerate away and 
double back over the boat for a second time with the Bonxie in hot pursuit causing 
it to depart until finally lost to view. 

Pic. 155.
Red-billed Tropicbird, 
At sea, 
September 2009.
Photo: © Vincent Bretille.
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The validity of the sighting was never in question, however when measured, the 
observed position proved to be 16 nautical miles (30.2 km) south-southeast of the 
Seven Heads, Cork (the closest point of land) and therefore just outside the bound-
ary of the main Irish List meaning the record was assigned to the ‘At sea’ category. 
To date this is the most northerly occurrence of this tropical and sub-tropical sea-
bird in European waters.     

Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum
2009: First-winter, Inishbofin, Galway, 14th October (Irish Birds 9(2): 275, McGeehan 
& Nash 2009). 
October 2009 brought a spell of fine autumn weather to Inishbofin but very few 
birds of note. The absence of any noticeable autumn passage on Wednesday, 14th 
October, prompted Anthony McGeehan and Craig Nash to indulge in a spot of Phyl-
loscopus warbler identification near some Willow bushes, where both Chiffchaff and 
Willow Warbler were present. 
This ambitious task was soon forgotten when Anthony just happened upon the face 
of a waxwing in the Willow bush. Any waxwing on Inishbofin in October was unusual 
and required checking but Anthony had seen enough to suspect it was a first-winter 
Cedar Waxwing and a first for Ireland (Pics. 156-157). There followed a nervous wait 
while they attempted to get better views of the bird and hopefully confirm the iden-
tity. In the end their patience paid off big-time when Anthony managed to clearly 
see the bird’s creamy-white undertail-coverts that clinched it as a Cedar Waxwing 
once and for all (McGeehan & Nash 2009)! To the great dismay of the many that 
travelled the following day for a much sough-after tick the bird had not hung around 
and was never to be seen again. This was the second first Irish on Inishbofin in just 
under two years. This was the fifth record for the Western Palearctic. There have 
been two further since, one on the Mullet Peninsula, Mayo in November 2012 and 
another at Kilbaha, Clare in June 2015. 

Pics. 156-157.
Cedar Waxwing, Inishbofin, Galway, October 2009.

Photos: © Craig Nash.
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Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus
2009: First-winter, the Waters, Dursey Island, Cork, 10th November (Finch & Finch 
2010, Irish Birds 9(2): 276).
Brothers Brendan and Kieran Finch were staying on Dursey Island where Brendan 
had a holiday home. On Tuesday, 10th November 2009, the weather was wintry but 
not as blustery as the previous day so the brothers headed out early encouraged by 
an influx of several species of thrush and five Black Redstarts. 
By about 13:45 they had arrived at an area between the second and third villages 
known as the Waters. While watching a thrush feeding on the ground 100 metres 
away they noticed a Robin-like bird nearby that clearly showed a forked tail. In-
trigued by the possibilities of what they had just seen they set off in pursuit of the 
mystery bird as it flitted ahead crossing small fields bordered with stonewalls.
More details were gradually picked out including a white eye-ring, a small white bib, 
light blue tail and red on the flanks that didn’t extend across the breast. Phone calls 
were put through to BirdWatch Ireland and Kieran Grace who both suggested they 
were watching a Red-flanked Bluetail and all those features suddenly made perfect 
sense (Pics. 158-159). They kept the bird in sight for an hour eventually managing to 
get as close as six metres. It remained in the same area for the rest of the day but 
was only seen by two other birders, local resident Joanna Scott and John Lynch who 
twitched it from Macroom, getting it in the fading November light. Unfortunately 
the 25 or so birders that took the cable-car to the island the following morning all 
dipped the bird and it’s presumed to have departed the island during the night.        
It was noticed to be fitted with a leg-ring but unfortunately the signature could not 
be made out, which would have shed some light on its history.

Pics. 158-159.
Red-flanked Bluetail, Dursey Island, Cork, November 2009.
Photos: © Brendan and Kieran Finch.
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Dresser’s Eider Somateria mollissima dresseri
2010: Male, Glasagh Bay, Fanad Head, Donegal, 2nd January to 21st February (Far-
relly & Charles 2010, Irish Birds 9(2): 288).  
On a cold January day Derek Charles and Wilton Farrelly were enjoying a day’s bird-
ing around Donegal hot-spots and already had a Snow Goose under their belts by 
the time they arrived at Glasagh Bay on Fanad Head. 
They quickly spotted a Velvet Scoter and while watching it noticed a Dresser’s Ei-
der in a flotilla of Common Eiders (Pics. 160-161). It was so distinctive they had no 
qualms about broadcasting the news straight off. To begin with interest in the bird 
was minimal, but as the weather improved through February more and more trav-
elled to see it although it wasn’t always easy to find as it spent a lot of time with the 
main Eider flock well offshore but with patience most got on to it in the end when 
they came closer to the shore or even better when they would sometimes sit out on 
rocky outcrops that were exposed at low-water. The same individual is presumed to 
have returned off the Inishowen Peninsula, Donegal in June 2011. This was the first 
record for the Western Palearctic. 
There is one other since, an immature male off Skerries, Dublin from April to May 
2019, which was also the second for the Western Palearctic. Dresser’s Eider is the 
Nearctic form of Eider that is found along the east coast from Labrador south to 
Maine and Massachussetts, wintering further south as far as Florida. 

Pics. 160-161.
Dresser’s Eider 

Glasagh Bay, Donegal,
February 2010.

Photo: © Craig Shaw (left).
With Common Eiders (below),

(extreme right-hand bird)
Photo: © Paul Kelly.
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Baikal Teal Sibirionetta formosa
2010: Male, Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, 19th to 24th February (Irish Birds 9(2): 288). 
Found by Killian Mullarney in the Forgotten Corner of Tacumshin Lake. Significantly 
it was not ringed and so passed the genuine vagrant test and was published as a 
Category A record (Pics 162-163). It arrived about a week after a hybrid Baikal-type 
(probable male Baikal x female Wigeon) had been seen at Tacumshin’s East End.

Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus
2010: Male, Brownstown Head, Waterford, 16th June (Irish Birds 9(2): 306). 
During the early morning of Wednesday, 16th June 2010, Paul Walsh had carried 
out Bird Atlas survey work near Stradbally in west Waterford. Finishing up just after 
noon he headed home looking forward to a relaxing afternoon enjoying the good 
weather but that plan was soon forgotten about when just after 13:30 he checked 
his garden where he heard a song that reminded him of one he had heard on the 
Web previously... Iberian Chiffchaff!
This song was repeated seven or eight times allowing Paul to locate the bird in some 
Willows. Getting closer he saw a ‘phyllosc’ deep in shade, then it started to call tew or 
psew or teeuu a few times, which also reminded him of Iberian Chiffchaff calls heard 
online. Paul made some poor recordings of the song and call using an iPhone, then 
compared them with those on BWPi and Roche’s CD of European Bird Sounds, which 
supported his initial identification. Happy with the ID Paul put the news out just 
before 14:00.
During the afternoon and early evening about 20 birders arrived to twitch the bird. 
Really good views were hard to come by but eventually most got reasonable but 
brief sightings in the end and some even managed to get it in the scope (Pics. 164-
165). When seen well the head pattern looked more striking compared to Common 
Chiffchaff as the pale supercilium and dark eye-stripe extended well behind the eye, 
more closely resembling a Willow Warbler. Indeed there was a Willow Warbler pre-
sent at the same time, which initially caused some confusion but not for long.

Pics. 162-163.
Baikal Teal, Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, February 2010.
Photos: © Killian Mullarney.
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Pics. 164-165.
Iberian Chiffchaff, Brownstown Head, June 2010.
Photos: © Michael O’Keeffe.

Unfortunately there was no sign of it the following morning when the garden was 
checked from at least 06:00 to 10:00. Over the previous three days Paul had spent 
several hours each afternoon in his garden and had not seen or heard any war-
blers in all that time perhaps suggesting the bird had arrived the same day it was 
discovered. Previously Iberian Chiffchaff was treated as a subspecies of Common 
Chiffchaff but in 1998 it was raised to full species status. To date this is the only Irish 
record.

Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius
2010: Juvenile female, Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, 28th (or possibly 27th) October to 
24th May 2011 (Irish Birds 9(2): 292 & 9(3): 458, Mullarney & Forseman 2011). Also 
observed at Ring Marsh, Wexford. 
Tom Kilbane and Sean Cromien observed an unusual-looking harrier at Tacum-
shin Lake during the afternoon of Friday, 29th October 2010. That evening Tom 
rang Killian Mullarney to discuss the bird, which although having an essentially Hen 
Harrier-like structure showed bright and unstreaked orange-buff underparts that 
contrasted strongly with a dark head (Pics. 166-168), features that reminded him of 
the North American form of Hen Harrier, known as Marsh Hawk (and as Northern 
Harrier on the Irish List).
On the following afternoon Killian visited Tacumshin and after about 90 minutes 
birding around the Sigginstown Island end of the lake saw a harrier taking flight 
from behind some rushes 30 yards distant and even with the naked eye could tell it 
was no ordinary harrier. It circled around a few times allowing Killian to take some 
photos before it drifted away settling out of sight in a distant stubble field. 
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Pics. 166-168.
Northern Harrier, 

Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, 
November 2010 (left).

Photo: © Michael O’Keeffe.
October 2010 (below).

Photos: © Killian Mullarney.

The bird was just as Tom had described his ‘unusual-looking harrier’ of the previ-
ous day and was very much a Northern Harrier. Killian immediately rang Tom to 
congratulate him on his great find and the news of another first Irish was put out.
It then became apparent that the harrier had been observed by several birders over 
the previous two days and had even been photographed on the 28th. Some who 
had seen the bird described how they considered it might possibly be a Montagu’s 
or Pallid Harrier. The bird remained in to the following year and was generally easy 
to find, greatly helped by its habit of perching prominently on fence posts, straw 
bales, bushes etc.
Previously treated as a form of Hen Harrier it has since been raised to the status of 
full species. This was the second record for the Western Palearctic after a juvenile 
wandered the Isles of Scilly from October 1982 to June 1983. 
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Brief summaries of first Irish records post-2010
2011
Central Asian Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca halimodendri
Newfoundwells, Drogheda, Louth, 13th January (and possibly from late December 
2010) to 31st March (Irish Birds 10(1): 94). Trapped on 13th January.
A feather taken during processing was sent to Professor Peter de Knijff at Leiden 
University in the Netherlands for DNA sequencing. The results revealed it to be a 
somewhat atypical halimodendri, identical to other birds found wintering in Europe. 
However a precise match could not be made with numerous samples collected in 
the Middle East and Asia, so its exact origin remains a mystery. One of three subspe-
cies of Lesser Whitethroat (Pic. 169).
Stejneger’s Scoter Melanitta stejnegeri
Adult male, Off Rossbeigh, Kerry, 1st February to 11th April (Irish Birds 9(3): 453).
It is possible the same individual had been present since December 2010 or perhaps 
even during the previous winter of 2009/10 (Pic. 170). The sole Irish record.

Pic. 169.
Central Asian Lesser Whitethroat.
Photo: © Tom Shevlin.
Pic. 170.
Stejneger’s Scoter.
Photo: © Howard Williams.
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Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus
Second calendar-year male, Ballyvergan Marsh, near Youghal, Cork, 22nd to 23rd 
April (Irish Birds 9(3): 459).
Four more Pallid Harriers were discovered in 2011, with two of these in Cork and 
singles in Wexford and Galway (Pic. 171).

2012
Falcated Duck Mareca falcata
Cross Lough, Mullet Peninsula, Mayo, 2nd to 13th April (Irish Birds 10(1): 99).
Falcated Duck is native to eastern Asia. Doubts over the origins of this bird has 
meant it was assigned to Category D1.
Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis
First-summer male, West Town, Tory Island, Donegal, 29th May (Irish Birds 9(4): 605).
This is the only Irish record (Pic. 172).
Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus
Kilmurvey, Inishmore, Aran Islands, Galway, 5th October (Irish Birds 9(4): 596).
The first Western Palearctic record (Pic. 173). One other record since found just un-
der a year later on 24th September at Inishbofin, Galway.

Pic. 171.
Pallid Harrier.

Photo: © John N. Murphy.
Pic. 172.

Collared Flycatcher.
Photo: © Peter Phillips.

Pic. 173.
Eastern Kingbird.

Photo: © Dermot Breen.
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2013
Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus mongolus
Adult, Ring Strand and Pilmore Strand, Ballymacoda Bay, Cork, 27th to 28th July 
(Irish Birds 10(1): 81). 
This is the only Irish record. The same bird had been observed at Lossiemouth, Mo-
ray, Scotland the previous 16th July.
Bulwer’s Petrel Bulweria bulwerii
Off Galley Head, Cork, 1st August (Irish Birds 10(3): 397).
The only record, several earlier claims were found to be not proven following a re-
view by the IRBC.
Wilson’s Warbler Cardellina canadensis
First-winter male, Scott’s Garden, Dursey Island, Cork, 18th to 21st September (Irish 
Birds 10(1): 99). 
The only Irish and second Western Palearctic record (Pic. 175).
Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis
First-winter, Tory Island, Donegal, 12th to 28th October (Irish Birds 10(2): 256).
Originally published as North-eastern Yellow Wagtail when it was treated as a sub-
species of Yellow Wagtail, since raised to full species status. DNA analysis of faecal 
matter determined the form to be either the nominate tschutschensis or plexa.
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula
Cotter’s Garden, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 27th October (Irish Birds 10(1): 92). 
The only Irish and fourth Western Palearctic record (Pics. 173-174).

Pics. 173-174.
Ruby-crowned Kinglet.

Photos: © Eamonn O’Donnell.
Pic. 175.

Wilson’s Warbler.
Photo: © Victor Caschera.
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2014
American Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica
First-year male, Carne Golf Links, Mullet Peninsula, Mayo, 2nd February (Irish Birds 
10(2): 243. 
Found dead just off the 16th fairway.
Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus
Fourth-winter, Waterside, Galway City, 8th February (Irish Birds 10(2): 250). 
The sixth Western Palearctic record (Pic. 176). Just one other since at Killybegs, Don-
egal the following year.  
Bermuda Petrel Pterodroma cahow
Observed from the RV Celtic Voyager on the western edge of the Porcupine Bank in 
a position 170 nautical miles west-northwest of Slea Head, Kerry, 19th May (Irish 
Birds 10(2): 239).
Qualifies as an ‘At sea’ record only.

2015
Black Scoter Melanitta americana
Adult male, off Mountain Stage, near Rossbeigh, Kerry, 8th January to 3rd April (Irish 
Birds 10(3): 394-395). 
The same individual is presumed to have returned off Rossbeigh annually until the 
winter of 2018/19 (Pic. 177).

Pic. 176.
Slaty-backed Gull.

Photo: © Tom Cuffe.
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Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica
Adult male, Inishdawros, Ballyconnelly, Galway, 22nd July, and, presumed same in-
dividual, Kilmurvey, Inishmore, Aran Islands, Galway the following 15th to 17th Sep-
tember (Irish Birds 10(3): 404). 
The only Irish and seventh Western Palearctic record (Pic. 179).

2016
Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens
Sub-adult, Castletownbere Harbour, Beara Peninsula, Cork, 2nd January to 2nd May 
(Irish Birds 10(4): 561).
The only record to date (Pic. 178).
Vega Gull Larus vegae
Adult winter, Duncannon, Hook Head, Wexford, 10th to 13th January (Irish Birds 
10(4): 562). 
The first Western Palearctic record (Pic. 180). Also known as East Siberian Gull.

Pic. 177.
Black Scoter.
Photo: © Aidan G. Kelly.
Pic. 178.
Glaucous-winged Gull.
Photo: © Richard T. Mills.
Pic. 179.
Hudsonian Godwit.
Photo: © Dermot Breen.
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Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii
Adult summer, Tacumshin Lake, Wexford, 20th July (Irish Birds 10(4): 554). 
The same individual was observed in northern Spain at Santoña almost two weeks 
later (Pics. 181-182).
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster
Juvenile, on the fishing vessel Lours des Mers, southwest of the Skellig Islands, Kerry 
13th to 14th August (Irish Birds 10(4): 551). 
This bird was first noticed by the crew of the fishing boat Lours des Mers at about 
06:00 when the vessel was 5.9 nautical miles southwest of Skellig Michael. It re-
mained on board for the remainder of the day and in to the next but had departed 
the vessel sometime before 06:00 the following morning. During all this time the 
ship was working well within the limits of the main Irish List (Pic. 183).
There is an earlier record of an adult found long-dead on Owenahincha Beach, Cork 
on 2nd January 2016 (Irish Birds 10(4): 577). However, as it was a tideline corpse it 
was assigned to Category D3. 

2017
No additions to the Irish List were made in 2017.

2018
Veery Catharus fuscescens
Cummer and North Harbour, Cape Clear Island, Cork, 17th to 18th October (Irish 
Birds 42: 88). 
The 14th Western Palearctic record (Pic. 184).
Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla
First-winter, Galley Head, Cork, 21st to 25th October (Irish Birds 42: 90). 
Initially thought to be a Red-breasted Flycatcher (Pic. 185).

Pic. 180.
Vega Gull.

Photo: © Paul Kelly.
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Pics. 181-182.
Greater Sand Plover.

Photos: © Killian Mullarney.
Pic. 183.

Brown Booby.
Photo: © Diarmuid Harrington.

Pic. 184.
Veery.

Photo: © Dick Coombes.
Pic. 185.

Taiga Flycatcher.
Photo: © Richard T. Mills.
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Pic. 188.
Tennessee Warbler.

Photo: © Steve Millar.

Pics. 186-187.
Two-barred Greenish Warbler.

Photos: © Kieran Grace.
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2019
Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis
Adult male, Farranfore, Kerry, 7th October (Irish Birds 43: 76). 
Found in a very poor condition in a back garden at 17:00, dying about 30 minutes 
later.
Two-barred Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus
Between Ballynacallagh and Kilmichael Villages, Dursey Island, Cork, 26th October 
(Irish Birds 43: 95).
The only record to date (Pics. 186-187). 

2020
Short-tailed Shearwater Ardenna tenuirostris
At least second calendar-year male, Tramore Bay, Waterford, 22nd June 2020 (Irish 
Birds 44: 59). 
This bird was found moribund, taken in to care but died during the night of the 
23rd/24th. Identification was eventually established following an analysis of the 
plumage and structure, ratios of bill components, biometrics, and DNA analysis. The 
second Western Palearctic record.
Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina
Inishbofin, Galway, 6th to 8th October 2020 (Irish Birds 44: 81).
The 11th record for the Western Palearctic (Pic. 188).

Records Pending
Claims of an ‘At sea’ category South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki from 2019, 
Cayenne Tern Thalasseus acuflavidus eurygnathus from 2020 and Iberian Yellow Wag-
tail Motacilla flava iberiae, Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus, Least Tern Ster-
nula antillarum, Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus and Horned Lark Eremophi-
la alpestris ssp. from 2021 and Allen’s Gallinule Porphyrio alleni, Scopoli’s Shearwater 
Calonectris diomedea and Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum from 2022, all await 
assessment by the IRBC and if accepted would constitute first Irish records.
The Irish List currently stands at 491 and if all the full species pending are accepted 
for publication, the list will reach 498, which puts 500 a reality sometime in the next 
few years.
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